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Serengeti News  

By Barbara Fleming 

June 1, Day 5 

It was late afternoon and the light was soft when a group 
of elephants took to the water, drinking and playing.  Our 
vehicle was close, my 200-400mm lens was too strong 
for group shots, I was getting ear and eye shots 
instead.  I could hear the low frequency grumbles and 
rumbles (these can be heard up to six miles away!) along 
with the splashing and snorting of the young going wild in 
the water.  "Look at me" some of the freshly washed 
calves seemed to say with an elephant attitude!   Others 
wanted nothing but the water, looking like small grey 
rocks as their fat bellies were the only part showing 
since they were completely submerged. A miniature trunk 
eventually would show itself, like a snorkel, a young calf 
needed air.  
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It always amazes me that such a large animal could be 
so gentle and this was evident that day when a small calf 
was given a helping hand, I mean trunk, by some older 
siblings as it struggled to shore.  Goofy seemed to be the 
word that comes to mind when I watch the young 
play.  Elephant mothers however seem to just take it all 
in stride while their calves frolic, giving a motherly helping 
trunk when needed. 

Earlier that day when we made our way out of the 
Ngorongoro Highlands, we caught our first glimpse 
of the Serengeti "meaning endless plains" and after 
stopping at Oldupi Gorge made famous by Louis 
Leakey, we drove into the central area of the park 
known as the Seronera Valley.  The valley is 
famous for its abundance of lion and leopard that 
can usually be seen without difficulty and we saw 
both that first day, leopards in a tree on one side of 

us, lions on the back side.  The leopards were a mating 
pair, the male so large I had first thought it was a female 
with a cub!  All were lazing in the afternoon heat however 
so we continued on to the river, where we encountered 
elephants and very large herds of noisy zebra.  Zebra are 
skittish animals by the way, and when one of them 
encounters something it doesn't like the look of, all will 
wildly stamped out of the water, braying loudly, very 
loudly.  Then, driven by thirst, they run back into the 
water, and the entire process repeats itself.  Very fun to 
practice action shots!  To be fair, the zebras' behavior is 
actually a defense mechanism since they are most 
vulnerable to prey while in the water.  Crocodile and lion 
will often wait for an opportune moment when an animal 
is drinking. 

As we approached our lodge for the next two nights, we 
continued to see wildlife.  I felt it was a good start for our 
first day in the Serengeti. 

 

Bora Anataka (Best Wishes), 
Barbara 
 
Barbara Fleming  bjhfleming@msn.com 
Fleming Safari Company, LLC,  

mailto:bjhfleming@msn.com
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 The Osprey Files: An Attempted Nest Takeover  

By Nancy Rynes  

(Editors Note: Nancy is a former club member 
and newsletter co-editor who now lives, writes, 
and photographs from the New England area.  
This article is one of a series regarding a pair of 
nesting ospreys.  To read more about this 
nesting pair, and see more of Nancy’s work, visit 

her blog at http://nancyrynes.blogspot.com/.) 

The news from the Maine coast: our Osprey 
couple has survived an apparent nest takeover 
this week. 

A few days ago I spent a few hours watching the 
nest. The female, Wapatewi, still spent most of 
her time incubating eggs while the male, 
Notenwi, hung out on his favorite roosting tree 
on the far side of the island. After a long stretch 
of no activity I decided to call it a day and head 
home. I started packing up my camera when 
Wapatewi, still on the nest, began screeching to 
her mate. I thought that maybe she was simply 
hungry - she tends to squawk to her mate when 
she needs food and he obligingly flies off to go 
catch a fish. 

But this time things were different. 

Notenwi flew off his roost but instead of heading 
off to catch a fish, he began circling higher and 
higher over the nest. At the same time, 
Wapatewi screeched more loudly and turned to 
look not at her mate, but westward, over the 
mainland. She was obviously stressed about 
something. 

Then another female Osprey appeared, flying in 
from the west and attempting to "dive-bomb" 
Wapatewi as she guarded her eggs! I looked 
into the sky for Wapatewi's mate and saw him 
chasing off a male Osprey. 

The interlopers appeared to be trying to take 
over the nest. The new female repeatedly flew in 
close to Wapatewi, almost seeming to bully her 
and likely trying to get her to abandon the nest. 
For her part, Wapatewi stood her ground without 
leaving the eggs, scolding the intruding female 
sternly the whole time. 

Notenwi successfully chased off the new male 
Osprey, then flew back to the nest to take on the 
new female. A couple of circuits around the 
island  with Notenwi  on her  tail   convinced   the 

http://nancyrynes.blogspot.com/2012/04/osprey-files-attempted-nest-takeover.html
http://nancyrynes.blogspot.com/
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intruder to give up and follow her mate to 
another location. As soon as the second Osprey 
was out of sight, Notenwi settled back down on 
his favorite branch and Wapatewi went back to 
the business of quietly incubating her eggs.  

As all of this was going on in the skies above us, 
a small crowd of people had gathered to watch 
the confrontation. I guess because I had a 
camera and some sense of understanding what 
was happening, folks started asking me about 
this behavior and if it was "normal."  

What's going on is that nest sites for Ospreys 
are at a premium. Think of them like custom-built 
homes - each one takes a pair of Osprey many, 
many hours of effort to build. With coastal development here in New England, many of the big, old trees that 
used to support nests have been removed. And natural processes destroy trees and nests too - one big 
winter storm can badly damage or destroy many Osprey nests within the space of hours.  

On the plus side, humans have been building artificial nesting platforms all over New England - and Ospreys 
have been using them. But still, nests are hard to come by, especially for young Osprey pairs just starting 
their lives together.  

Ospreys tend to mate for life and many of them return to the same nest year after year. It looked to me like 
Notenwi and Wapatewi had been together for a while - their communication was superb and their "changing 
of the guard" while incubating eggs was always smooth and efficient. I'd also sensed that they'd used this 
nest before - perhaps for several years. They seemed really familiar with the area and were already 
incubating eggs - they were weeks ahead of the other birds passing through.  

This last week has seen a peak in Osprey migrations through New England (Osprey that nest in the northern 
US and into Canada winter either in Florida, Central, or South America). This intruding pair was likely 
migrating through and looking for a suitable nest site. If they could scare Notenwi and Wapatewi off their nest, 
the new couple could move in and start their family right away, saving weeks of effort in finding or building a 
nest.  

Instead, the new Osprey will have to look elsewhere. Notenwi and Wapatewi have too much to lose to give up 
their nest without a fight 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The June issue of Outdoor Photographer       

features an article on what to look for if you plan 
to go on a photo tour entitled “Get In Shape For 
a Workshop”. The editors surveyed who they 

called their "top professional contributors" 
from across the US to share their tips. Among 
them were Russ Burden, and Gordon & Cathy 

Illg.  See pages 68 and 69 for theirs and other's 

tips. 

News from 

the Library 

Joe and I will be unable 
to attend this month’s 
meeting so the library 
will not be out.  Hang on 

to any items you have checked out and we will get 
them next month.   Continue to find new places to 
take great pictures.  Have a great June out and 
about with your camera.  

Joe and Betsy Lamb 
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Upcoming Wildlife Experience Events — 
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Competition Rules Update / Reminder 

Each month, the newsletter will have a reminder or synopsis of one or more rules category.  This month, a 
reminder of the OPEN category rules is below.    
  

NOTE:  If there's any doubt as to the eligibility of one of your images, please submit it to someone on the 

competition committee for approval. 

 

Open 

 Any nature image that does not fit into the other categories can be entered in this category. 

 There are no post processing restrictions for the Open category. Creativity and artistic manipulation are 

encouraged. 

 A description of what was done to the image must accompany the entry. 

 All components of composite images must be the original artwork of the photographer. 

 Images must meet the subject matter of the other competition categories. 

 
NOTE: This category has been discussed at length during recent club meetings.  Remember, in general—
corrective processing does not belong in the Open category, while creative processing does.   
 

 

 

 

 
 

Did You Know The MHWPC  

Has A Facebook Page? 

Only 31 people do—according to the number of 

‘likes’ the page has so far.  If you are a Facebook 

user, please consider looking up ‘Mile High Wildlife 

Photography Club” and ‘liking’ our page.  The more 

‘likes’ the club’s page gets, the better known we   

become on Facebook! 

 
 

 

Hospitality for the  

June Meeting 
 

 

Tammy Hammond - Cookies/Snacks 

 Stephanie Lindemann -  Beverages 

 

Thank you to all the people who signed up to bring 

snacks and beverages during the first half of 2012.  

 

We still need volunteers to bring BEVERAGES for 

the months of July, September October & Novem-

ber and SNACKS for September & November. 

Remember, if you volunteer now, you can cancel 

later if needed.   

PS If you decide to sign up on the Snack             

Administration page on the club website, be sure to 

go to the bottom of the page and click "SUBMIT" 

after entering your name. Otherwise your name will 

not be retained on the list of volunteer providers.  
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  First Place 

Royal Tern Love     

by Nancy Stocker 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 
Water Landing by Nancy Nelson 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bald Eagle by Ken Winner 

May Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                      Judge: Bruce Norman 

Location:  West Coast, Florida 

“Royal terns courting.  Notice his 

raised left foot.  In the next frame, 

he is on top of her.”  

- Nancy Stocker 
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  Honorable Mention 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nap Time by Hannah Rhodes 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Blue Heron In Flight  

by Roger Clark 

May Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife (continued)                Judge: Bruce Norman 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Is Here by Thomas Redd 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coyote Looking For A Meal  

by Ken Winner 
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First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galaxies Rising Over Mesa Arch  

by Roger Clark 
  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Braided River Flow by Ken Winner 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pawnee Buttes Overlook by Lois Lake 

May Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                        Judge: Bruce Norman 

Location:  Canyonlands National Park, Utah 

“Mesa Arch in Canyonlands National Park is 

a very popular site for sunrise. This image was 

made well before sunrise in deep twilight.  The 

Milky Way galaxy parallels the arch. Just 

above the Milky Way is the constellation 

Lyra. This is an 11 frame mosaic”  

- Roger Clark 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

Wet Rocks by Nancy Nelson 

Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

Cloud Scape by Hannah Rhodes 
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desert Ghost by Richard Seeley 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Portrait of a Great Horned Owl  

by Jim Graham 

May Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled            Judge: Bruce Norman 

Location:  Arizona Sonora Desert Museum 

Tucson, Arizona 

“The Arizona Sonora Desert Museum 

conducts predator free flights.  In 

these sessions trained predators respond 

to the commands of their handlers. No 

tethers are used.  This beautiful Great 

Horned Owl flew just a few feet over 

my head and landed on a cactus stalk 

12 meters from where I was standing.  

- Richard Seeley 
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First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mom and Baby Yellow-Bellied  

by Fi Rust 
  Second Place 

Perched Dragon Fly by Russ Burden 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Fishing by Chris Loffredo 

May Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                       Judge: Bruce Norman 

Location:  Trail Ridge Road 

Rocky Mountain National Park 

Colorado 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

Black-Backed Jackal and Reflection  by 

Charlie Summers 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

How Many Zebra? by James Hager 
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  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below Triple Falls I      

by Jan Forseth 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Inside the Wild Lily                      

by Jan Forseth 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Sands Dawn with Snow                   

by Russ Burden 

May Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                      Judge: Bruce Norman 

Location:  Glacier National Park, Montana 

“Triple Falls, which spills into Reynolds 

Creek. That is snow up above the falls, still 

there in August.  The previous winter had 

been a particularly snowy one.”  

- Jan Forseth 



13 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club                                    June  2012  Volume. 36, No. 06 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

  First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

African Moon Moth by Richard Goluch 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Arctic Fox by Chris Loffredo 

May Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled            Judge: Bruce Norman 

Location:  Butterfly Pavilion 

Westminster, Colorado 
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Upcoming Programs ! 

June Club members Gordon & Cathy Illg will give a presentation on Adventure Photography!  

July Club member Russ Burden will present a program all about wildlife. The presentation will be a        

compilation of local and wildlife images made while photographing out and about in the Denver area in     
addition to what he has captured on his tours. Great images, great insights = a great program! 

August  August will be time for the annual Club Picnic!  The picnic will take the place of a program.   

 

Recent Speaker Information 

For more information regarding recent programs and speakers, the following contact information is available:  

May Club member Bruce Norman gave a presentation on the Alaskan inside passage and adjacent areas, 
traveling by a smaller cruise yacht. 

April Steve Goodman provided a presentation on the Brazil Pantanal area, with commentary and stories 
from his personal visits to the area.  See more of Steve’s photography at Goodman Photos.  

March The competition to choose images for The Wildlife Experience’s 2012 club exhibit, “The Living Forest” 
took the place of a program in March.   

February Roger Clark presented “The Angle of Light and Image Impact”.  The talk explored the concept of 
phase angle and the direction and type of light and how it impacts light on a subject, including the foreground 
and background in an image. This is especially important for wildlife photography where the angle of light 
changes subtle texture on a subject. For more information, visit Roger’s website at www.clarkvision.com 

 

 Welcome To Our Newest    

Club Members! 

April brought new members to the Mile High 

Wildlife Photo Club.  Welcome to the following 
new members! 

 

JOHN and JILL COHEN 

 

Colorado Photography Festival! 

The 2nd Annual Colorado Photography Festival will be 
held from August 11-16, 2012. Eight of the nation's 
premier photographers will give instruction in the 

classroom and in the field on numerous aspects of 
professional photography, from capturing your images 
to optimizing them in Lightroom. This year's instructors 
are Marc Muench, Grant Collier, Mile High’s own 

Russ Burden, Colby Brown, Mark S Johnson, 

Stephen G Weaver,  Glenn Randall, and Dan Ballard.  

The indoor classes at this festival will take place at the 
Auraria campus in downtown Denver. On Saturday, 
August 11, five of the instructors will give talks on a 
different theme related to photography. Russ will     
present a talk on wildlife photography. On Sunday, 
each instructor will lead a workshop with up to 12    
participants at one of the many scenic locations 
around Denver. Participants who sign up early will 
have their choice of any of the eight workshops. Join 
Russ on his to Mount Evans to photograph wildlife, 

scenery, bristlecone pine bark patterns and the      
wildflowers that are in season.  

For more information and to register for the Saturday 
Symposium and Sunday Workshop, visit:              

http://www.coloradophotographyfestival.com 

http://www.goodmanphotos.com/
http://www.clarkvision.com
http://www.coloradophotographyfestival.com
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Mentor Program Update 

by Stephanie Lindemann 

Although we have had relatively few people sign up 
to be mentors (a big thanks to those that did), we 
are ready to open up the program to those           
requesting mentors.   I would ask for your patience 
in getting a mentor since there are so few mentors, 
but I will do my best to get a mentor to you.  

If you are in need of a mentor for a specific issue, 
please send me an e-mail with a short explanation 
of what your issue is, what type of equipment you 
use, and the best way and time to contact you.  

Once I have this information from you, I will confirm 
with you that I received your e-mail, put you on the 
list of those seeking mentors and attempt to match 
you up with a mentor.  Please keep in mind the 
mentors are doing this for free, so please be        
respectful of your mentor’s willingness to donate 
their time and talents.  

Also, if you request a mentor please think of a way 
you can be a mentor too! 

Thanks again to our mentors! 

Stephanie Lindemann 

www.cougarridgephotography.com 

slin@cougarridgephotography.com   

 

Club Snack Coordinator Needed 
I’m sure most, if not all, of our members have       

enjoyed the snacks and beverages offered during 

our breaks at the monthly meetings.  For the last 2 

1/2 years, we all have Nancy Stocker to thank for 

coordinating this part of the club experience and 

keeping everything running smoothly.  However, 

Nancy has announced she plans to retire as snacks 

and beverage coordinator, effective July 1, 

2012.  James Hager has made the snack coordina-

tor an easier job than it once was with the website 

sign-ups, but we need someone new to step up and 

become our snacks and beverages coordinator.  

This is a great way to become a little more  involved 

in the club, in a way everyone easily appreciates!  

Please let Bob Cross, Nancy, or any board member 

or officer know if you would be interested in this po-

sition!    

 

Newsletter Feedback? 
Readers may notice that the recent series “What 

Mile High Means To Me” is missing this month. If 

you would like to help keep this series going, please 

consider a submission for the July newsletter.  If 

you have any other ideas about what you would like 

to see in the newsletter, please let me know.  Your 

feedback and ideas are welcomed! 

Chris Frazier 

A Benefit of Membership—Our Digital Training Meetings! 
While our regular club meetings are open to guests and visitors, paid membership has a great additional     
opportunity – the club’s digital training meetings. Every meeting is an opportunity to increase your              
photographic knowledge.   

On June 27th, the digital meeting will be a “Photoshop Challenge”: Bring the "Experts" your files to see how 
each would tweak them in Photoshop or Elements. We plan on having 4 stations set up. Two will be Beginner 
level and two will be Intermediate level.  

Experts are: Matt Schaefer, Fred Stearns,  Tim Visser, and Russ Burden. 

In July, Lois Lake will have a presentation on creating memory or memento photo books.  From Lois: 

“When Mom died, Dad told me stories about their life, some of which I remembered from my childhood. This 
helped heal his hurt but it also caused me to realize this is my heritage. I began to write down the stories as 
he told them to me. Then I put together a “memory” book as a Christmas present to my Dad. I wanted to    
preserve these memories for my children and my grandchildren. This is what made us who we are. There is 
not a lot of clip art in the public domain for farming and ranching so I figured out how to make my own. In this 
digital training session I will give you step by step instructions on how to use layers to create your own pages 
that can be printed at your favorite printer and inserted into a plastic sleeve in a scrapbook or uploaded at 
your favorite book maker for a hard bound book. I will bring several books to show the end product and stir 
your creative thoughts.” If you're looking for some insight into creativity, this is going to be a stand-out meet-
ing! 

http://www.cougarridgephotography.com
mailto:slin@cougarridgephotography.com
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg’s  

Adventure Photography Tours 

For more information visit 

www.advenphoto.com 

or contact the Illg’s at phone 303 237-7086, or 

via email at gordon@advenphoto.com 

 

2012 Destinations include: 

 Colorado—Mountain Goats, June 17-20th 

 Minnesota—Wildlife Babies, June 24-27th 

 Alaska—Boat Tour, August 15-23rd 

 Alaska—Boat Tour, August 25—September 2nd 

 California—Eastern Sierras, Sept 11-16th 

 South Dakota—Badlands, September 25-30th 

 Minnesota—Fall Wildlife, October 7-10th 

 Utah—Bryce & Zion NP’s, November 4-9th 

 Utah—Arches & Canyonlands, Nov 25-30th 

 

Coming in 2013: 

 Iceland 

 Hawaii 

 Costa Rica 

 Yellowstone in Winter 

 

Member Workshops and Tours: 

James Hager Photography                             

Small Group Photo Safaris 

For more information visit 

 www.jameshagerphoto.com 

or contact James  

via email at james@jameshagerphoto.com  

 

Destinations include: 

 

Kenya in October 2012: A 20-day classic 

African photo safari, including visits to Samburu 

National Reserve, Lake Nakuru National Park, 

and Masai Mara National Reserve. The safari is 

intended for photographers, or serious 

naturalists, who want to spend time with the 

animals of East Africa.  

 

Gorillas in October 2012: 5 days of visiting 

mountain gorillas in the best environment for 

photography — Volcanoes National Park in  

Rwanda.  Gorilla trekking in Volcanoes National 

Park is an amazing experience! 

 

Tanzania in February 2013: A 15-day classic 

African photo safari to Ngorongoro Crater and 

Serengeti National Park during the height of the 

wildebeest birthing season. The safari is 

intended for photographers, or serious 

naturalists, who want to spend time with the 

animals of East Africa during a time of high 

predator-prey interaction.  

 

Gorillas in February 2013: 5 days of visiting 

mountain gorillas in the best environment for 

photography — Volcanoes National Park in 

Rwanda. 

http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.jameshagerphoto.com/
http://www.advenphoto.com/
http://www.jameshagerphoto.com/
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours 

For more information visit 

www.russburdenphotography.com  

or contact Russ at phone 303-791-9997, or            

via email at rburden@ecentral.com 

 

2012 Destinations include: 

 June 16 - 22, 2012    Grand Teton National Park 

and Yellowstone National Park in Spring 

 

 July 14—20 ,2012 Colorado Wildflowers and    

Alpine Scenery 

 

 Sept 23 - Oct 2, 2012   Grand Teton and Yellow-

stone National Parks in Fall - 10 days 

 

 Oct. 16 - 21, 2012     Hunts Mesa - An Aerial   

Perspective of Monument Valley and Capital 

Reef National Park 

 

 Nov. 3 - 9, 2012    Fall Colors at Bryce Canyon 

and Zion National Parks 

 

 Dec. 1 - 7, 2012    Bosque Del Apache and  

White Sands National Monument 

 

 

 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

President: Bob Cross 

crossphoto@gmail.com 303-663-2019 

Vice-President: Bob Stocker 

stockers@stockerphotos.com 303-759-4056 

Treasurer: Sam Fletcher 

shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107 

Newsletter Editor:  Chris Frazier  

Newsletter Co-Editor:  Lara Hardesty 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399  

Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 

TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Competition: Russ Burden 303-791-9997 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 303-267-3846 

Competition Entries/Judging : Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 

Library: Joe & Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

Mentoring: Stephanie Lindemann 

slin@cougarridgephotography.com 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 

Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 

June  Meeting 

Wednesday, June 13th 

7:00 p.m. –  10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE—Theatre 

10035 South Peoria 

Competition:  Wildlife, Scenic, and Open 

May Attendance: Approximately 69 

 

June Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, June 27th 

7:00 p.m. –  9:30 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE—Great Hall 

 

Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 

July submission deadline is Saturday 06/30/12 

The 2nd Annual 

Colorado Photography Festival  

Is Coming! 

 

August 11-16, 2012 

For More Information, Please See 

Page 14 of this Newsletter or Visit 

ColoradoPhotographyFestival.com 

 

http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://www.mhwpc.org
mailto:slin@cougarridgephotography.com
mailto:newsletter@mhwpc.org
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://www.coloradophotographyfestival.com/

