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High Dynamic Range (HDR) Photography 

By Terry Mieger 

Part II:  Workflow Continued and Other Considerations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Editors Note: This month features 
the final installment of three articles. 
Please see the March and April 
newsletters for the previous         
articles.) 

Recap  

This series of articles is based 
upon the notes used during my 
presentation on February 22, 
2012. The first installment      
discussed the reasons for HDR 
and how to capture images for 
HDR processing. The second 
installment discussed HDR    
Software and began the discus-
sion of HDR workflow 

HDR Workflow - Continued  

Using Photomatix Pro 4 (continued) 

My work flow is not the only one. I use Lightroom 4 
(It works the same for LR 3). I have used Aperture 3 
in the past but the Photomatix Pro Aperture plug-in 
is different and has limited deghosting. If you use    
Aperture 3 and require deghosting you must export 
full 16 bit Tiff files (jpegs will work but not quite as 
well because Photomatix conversion to Tiff is not as 
good) and load them into the stand-alone            
Photomatix Pro. 

There is a plug-in for Photoshop but it is the most 
limited of the choices. If you want, you can export  
16 bit Tiffs from Photoshop and load them into the 
Photomatix software. Loading into Lightroom 3 or 4 
in my opinion is the easiest and best procedure.  

Storm Over Hallett 2012 ï Processed in Photomatix Pro  and Topaz Adjust 5 

Remember the purpose is to get 16 bit Tiff copies 
into the software and Lightroom makes that easy to 
do. The software will ñTrashò Tiff files after use. This 
saves a lot of disk space. Make sure you have set 
up Lightroom to export 16 bit Tiff files. 

In Lightroom, select the images you want to be    
included in the process. Some people process    
images at this point but I feel the fewer variables the 
better and you can do that after Photomatix       
processing. The software is accessed from the 
ñExportò command. Use right-click (Mac control-click 
or 2 finger click) then Lightroom will convert and   
export to the HDR software. 

Once the software starts, on the first screen check/
select, ñAlign Imagesò, ñCrop Alignedò, ñcorrect by 
horizontal  and vertical  shiftsò   (the  best  overall for  
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handheld). Check ñReduce Ghostingò and ñselective deghosting toolò. Check ñReduce Noise (All source 
images)ò, ñReduce Chromatic Aberrationsò. Check ñAutomatically re-importò. It is our choice for ñStack with 
First Selectedò and ñOutput Tiff 16-bitò When done, click ñExportò 

 The next screen is for deghosting. Don't worry about the overall appearance of this image. Use ñQuick 
Selectionò and select areas that show ghosting. If you have used a tripod or have not had any motion, you will 
probably not need to do any deghosting. The software picks an image to use as a replacement. Click 
ñPreviewò to see the result. If you don't like the result un-click ñPreviewò and click the center of a selection 
(you may have multiple selections) and choose a different source or ñRemove Selectionò. Once finished 
deghosting, click ñOKò. 

 The main screen gives several choices for processing. ñTone Mapping and ñDetails Enhancerò give 
the most variety of adjustments. The ñPresetsò are great starting points and you can easily save your own 
ñpresetsò. Another advantage of using the Lightroom Plug-in or the stand-alone program is the  ñSection 
Modeò (in the upper right corner of 
the  window. It is similar to the 
deghosting and allows you to 
replace a selection with that part 
of one of the original images. This 
can be quite useful. Once you are 
finished, if you want to save your 
settings as a ñpresetò click on the 
ñPresetò area in the lower left of 
the window and select ñsave 
settingò. Give the preset a name 
and save. The last step is ñSave 
and re-importò  which will take the 
finished image back into 
Lightroom where it can be used or 
worked on in ñDevelopò or even 
ñTopazò or other software. 

 
 

Dawn 2011 ï Photomatix Pro 4 

J C's New Truck - 2010 
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Here's something new to try: 
Although the left image is not a 
great subject choice, it was the 
only chance I had to try 
something new. 

The original covers an angle of 
about 120 degrees of the 
scene. It is a huge file with 
unbelievable resolution and 
could be printed very large.  It 
is actually composed of 18 
individual images. It is a 
vertical panorama which was 
processed from six vertical 
camera shots, three brackets 

each at +/- 2 ev each. It was quite easy to do. Great care is needed in exposing the images. The camera 
must be on a tripod and kept level. Expose the bracket sets keeping the camera aperture constant to control 
depth of field. First the individual brackets of the  six ñscenes" are processed in Photomatix Pro using a user 
saved preset established with the first set. This keeps the processing constant for all six sets. The six new 
HDR files are the combined into a panorama in Photoshop->File->Automate->Photomerge->Reposition. After 
they are combined the result can be tweaked in Photoshop, Topaz, or back in Lightroom. Next chance I get I 
will give it a try with a better scene.  

Final Points :  Lightroom 4 may completely change the idea of HDR for many of us. The new ñdevelopò 
module with its handling of the dynamic range and the improved ñAdjustment Brushò are amazing. If you are 
after a natural looking image it may be your answer. It has quickly become the new standard. Many authors 
feel the develop module, especially for dynamic range and sharpening, is better than using Photoshop 
adjustments. I find it simpler and faster. Unless I need to use layers or smart objects there is no need to use 
Photoshop. This software is a game changer.  

 

In summary, some random thoughts:  

 

  1) HDR Advantages 

   1: The HDR Look can be achieved easily. 

   2: HDR gives the ability for more control over dynamic range. 

   3: HDR allows wide variability of output. 

   4: HDR can be artist and creative. 

   5: HDR can be very realistic. 

   6: HDR can be easy. 

  2) HDR Disadvantages 

   1: The HR look can be extreme -some people like it, some don't. 

   2: HDR processing produces aberrations which need to be controlled. 

    1) Amplifies Noise and Spots 

    2) Haloing 

    3) Ghosting 

    4) Over-saturation 

    5) Flattening of contrast 

    6) Can be distasteful and annoying 

   3: Do things really look like that? 

   4: Extra work with many choices 

  3) Can Lightroom 4 do the job? 

Rocky Mountain National Park 2012 ï Super Panorama 18 exposures 
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Richard Seeley has been accepted in the Denali National Park 
Professional Photographer road travel permit program. This 
means that Rich will have access to the restricted portion of 
the Denali Park Road with his private vehicle. The permit is 
effective for the second week of September. The program is a 
competitive event. Nature photographers from around the 

world apply. First, one must qualify based 
on the number magazine publications and 
pictures sold, then be selected through a 
lottery system for prime time dates. Denali 
issues only 5 permits per day for the       
restricted portion of the road.  

Denali from Talkeetna, Alaska 

Mentor Program Update 

by Stephanie Lindemann 

Although we have had relatively few people sign up 
to be mentors (a big thanks  to those that did), we 
are ready to open up the program to those           
requesting mentors.   I would ask for your patience 
in getting a mentor since there are so few mentors, 
but I will do my best to get a mentor to you.  

If you are in need of a mentor for a specific issue, 
please send me an e-mail with a short explanation 
of what your issue is, what type of equipment you 
use, and the best way and time to contact you.  

Once I have this information from you, I will confirm 
with you that I received your e-mail, put you on the 
list of those seeking mentors and attempt to match 
you up with a mentor.  Please keep in mind the 
mentors are doing this for free, so please be        
respectful of your mentorôs willingness to donate 
their time and talents.  

Also, if you request a mentor please think of a way 
you can be a mentor too! 

Thanks again to our mentors! 

Stephanie Lindemann 

www.cougarridgephotography.com 

slin@cougarridgephotography.com   

 

Club Snack Coordinator Needed 
Iôm sure most, if not all, of our members have       

enjoyed the snacks and beverages offered during 

our breaks at the monthly meetings.  For the last 2 

1/2 years, we all have Nancy Stocker to thank for 

coordinating this part of the club experience and 

keeping everything running smoothly.  However, 

Nancy has announced she plans to retire as snacks 

and beverage coordinator, effective July 1, 

2012.  James Hager has made the snack coordina-

tor an easier job than it once was with the website 

sign-ups, but we need someone new to step up and 

become our snacks and beverages coordinator.  

This is a great way to become a little more  involved 

in the club, in a way everyone easily appreciates!  

Please let Bob Cross, Nancy, or any board member 

or officer know if you would be interested in this    

position!    

 

Hospitality for the  

May Meeting 

 

 

Georgia Hart - Cookies/Snacks 

 Bob Cross -  Beverages 

Volunteers are needed for later this year!  

http://www.cougarridgephotography.com
mailto:slin@cougarridgephotography.com
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A Wildlife Experience Eventñ 

Featuring club members Cathy & Gordon Illg 


