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Leaping Leopard 

by Richard Seeley  

W e were riding in our safari vehicles in the Masai Mara Game Preserve in Kenya, photographing the 

extensive wildlife there when we received the news over the radio - leopard alert! Our driver Ben did a 

u-turn and headed across the savannah at body-bouncing speed to converge on the leopard location (how 

they know where to drive is beyond me - there are no signs, no maps, no GPS and the few visible roads are 

dirt and rutted). And suddenly there it was before us. 

 

 

 

 
 

ñOn the Marchò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This beautiful cat creature was marching across the flat and open terrain with its tail curled high in the air, 

head and eyes straight ahead, ignoring the 7 safari vehicles crowding around it. Ben leap-frogged the crowd 

and positioned the vehicle 100 yards ahead of the cat. It was heading straight for us! As it approached, it did 

not change direction. It just walked past like we did not exist. So close, so exciting, my heart was racing. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ñSo Closeò 
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Ben did another leap-frog and repositioned 

our vehicle so that we had a good broadside 

view as our leopard marched by. But this time 

the seemingly steady cadence was 

interrupted. The leopard stopped, turned its 

head, and stared as two hyenas came out of 

nowhere on a diagonal converging collision 

course. 

 
ñHyena Alertò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñHyenas in Pursuitò 

 

 

 

 

 

The leopard rocketed into full flight, gaining a 

slim lead away from the hyenas, and leaped 

up a nearby tree. In one jump it seemed to 

land halfway up the trunk of the tree. It then 

scrambled up the trunk like a launching 

missile, landing on the nearest branch. 

 

 

 

ñGaining Distanceò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñReady To Leapò 


