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September 2011 Volume 35, Number 8 

Capture The Fall Colors! 

by Russ Burden 

EDITORS NOTE:  This article is reprinted with Russ’ permission from http://takegreatpictures.com . Consider 

visiting this website for additional information on this subject or many others related to nature and outdoor 

photography.   

I t‘s September. What better topic to share than capturing the 

colors of autumn. Deciduous trees will soon reach their peak and 

the sound of shutters will harmonize with the melodic tunes of 

migrating robins and the whistling of gentle breezes over the soon 

to descend leaves. It‘s a time of year when landscape 

photographers feel their adrenalin pumping awaiting the arrival of 

reds, yellows, oranges and a morning chill in the air. If you‘ve read 

this far, capturing nature‘s arboreal fireworks is of interest to you. 

Use the following tips to assist you in getting some keepers about 

which you‘ll feel proud. 

Details: Don‘t overlook the details that appear everywhere. Spend 

an entire session using nothing but your macro lens. Force yourself 

to go beyond the obvious gorgeous tree, rolling hillside of color, or 

iconic S curved river lined with fall color. Try going close to the bank 

and look for small pockets of still water and capture the reflection on 

its surface. Find the fallen leaf that sits atop a stone in the river and 

make an intimate portrait. Slow the shutter down to capture the 

effect of the water dancing around its perimeter. After spending time 

at the river bank, go back into the forest and look for 

details at your feet, at eye level and on the branches. 

Find a lone leaf dangling from its stem awaiting the 

inevitable fall to the ground. Incorporate a plain blue 

sky as the background or play with the depth of field 

to create a wash of out of focus color from the 

branches of other trees. Look down on the ground at 

the leaves that have fallen to find a macro 

landscape. Look out at eye level for a leaf that may 

have gotten lodged in a section of bark. Move in 

close to tell a macro story. You may wind up with so 

many winners that you keep the macro lens on for 

more than one session.  
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Contrasting Color: Colors found on opposite sides 

of a color wheel are great to incorporate into a 

composition. If you‘re familiar with the color wheel, 

blue and yellow are opposites. Talk about an 

autumn match made in heaven. The crisp clear blue 

sky days of autumn integrated with the fall color of 

yellow - it doesn‘t get much better. In that red and 

orange are in the same color family as yellow, it‘s no 

wonder why fall foliage set against a clear blue sky 

works so well. Try deepening the blue of the sky 

with a polarizer. Not only will it enhance the sky, it 

will remove any glare from the leaves allowing more 

saturated color to come through. Try to work at right 

angles to the sun so the polarizer has its maximum impact. If you feel the sun squarely warming either of your 

cheeks, you‘re in the right position. If the sun is in your eyes or hitting the back of your head, the polarizer will 

have little or no effect. Create compositions that have balance. Simply including blue sky and yellow foliage 

doesn‘t produce a winner. If the sky lacks interesting clouds, try to minimize it and include just a sliver of the 

blue at the top of the frame.  

Tranquility: To me, fall is a time of tranquility. In that this is my view, I 

try to create images that portray this feeling. Before you go out into 

the field, make a list of adjectives of what autumn means to you and 

tape it to the back of your camera. Look for compositions that illustrate 

the words. Going into the shoot with a certain feeling increases the 

potential to come out with better images in that you‘re focused on 

what you want to capture. There are two schools of thought going into 

the shoot. Some photographers not only create a list of adjectives, 

they go one step farther and make a shot list for each word. If this is 

your style go for it. On the other hand, some photographers feel that 

the previous tactic places too much pressure to find specific images 

which disallows an open thought process to just go out and 

photograph the adjectives. Regardless of your strategy, let what you 

feel encourage you to make the best possible images. I look for 

tranquility in a peaceful S curve of a country road or line of fallen 

leaves, a slow moving river, a falling leaf captured in mid air, or a 

quiet reflection on a still morning. Let your feelings take you to 

whatever images you want to create and simply go out and have 

some fun bringing home some great fall captures  

To learn more about this topic, join me on one of my Nature Photography Tours. Visit 

www.russburdenphotography.com and click on the NATURE PHOTO TOURS button for more information. 

Also, pick up a copy of my book, Amphoto’s Complete Book of Photography.  

Hospitality for the September Meeting 

Carolyn Derrington—Tate - Cookies/Snacks 

 Barbara Fleming -  Beverages 

http://www.russburdenphotography.com
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At Our August Digital Study Meeting 

by Lara Hardesty  

At the start of the meeting, Russ Burden and Matt Schaeffer requested that each member of the group 
seriously ponder what trick or special idea they have that they like to use when processing their digital 
images. Even if you do not think your technique is earth shattering, if each of us would volunteer to do a 
short presentation at future meeting, when we combine all of these ideas together, we come up with a 
great list of ideas from which we can all learn. This request is not limited to techniques in Photoshop. Do 
you have a technique for Photoshop Elements or Lightroom or Aperture that you would be willing to 
share? You do not have to speak / teach for the entire meeting--we can combine several individual 
presentations to create an evening's presentation! Please let Russ or Matt know if you are willing to 
volunteer to give a presentation. 

For our August meeting presentation, Charlie Summers presented "Star Trails Made Easy". Charlie 
showed us how he uses 100s of short exposure digital images to create a single digital star trail image 
rather than using one extremely long exposure as was done to create a "conventional" star trail image 
using film. The long exposure star trails technique does not work well with digital cameras because of the 
noise that is created with a long digital exposure. 
 
Charlie told us that the following are needed to use this technique successfully : 
 
Equipment: 
Sturdy tripod 
Remote timer 
Large Compact Flash or other storage media card 
Wide angle lens 
GPS helpful but not required (helps you find Polaris around which the stars will rotate) 
 
Conditions: 
Dark of the moon 
Clear light 
No light pollution 
No clouds 
No highway or road visible 
Need moonrise and moonset times information from Internet 
 
Settings in your camera: 
ISO 800 (can do 1600 it gives more noise but do see more stars): 
Image stabilization off 
Set hyper focal distance and turn autofocus off 
Daylight white balance 
Turn internal noise reduction off 
30 sec exposure 
Interval between exposures =1 second (lowest can get) 
 
 
Take an exposure just before dark to give you a blue sky rather than a black sky– this will produce a 
more pleasing result. Take an image just before dark for the foreground (examples: tepee or old 
schoolhouse). Consider light painting your foreground object (with flashlight) which you can do before or 
after you take your star-trails.  
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Post processing: 
RAW to TIFF to JPEGS 
or you can shoot JPEGS to start with 
 
Software to stack your 100s of images : 
Startrails (public domain) or Imagestacker ($19) 
 
Files>scripts>load files into stacks 
 
Don't put more than 100 into a stack slows computer down too much 
 
Lighten each image in the stack 
 
If an airplane flies through or car drives through- touch them out on individual images 
 
Save each 100 layer stack as a single layer 
 
Do over and over again for each 100 layers 
 
Then stack those layers 
 
 

Charlie showed examples of star trails taken with long exposures containing noise, and examples of star 
trails imaged with his short exposures stacking technique where noise is significantly less. 
 
Charlie was asked what makes a great star trails image. His response was "the foreground". He 
recommended that we look for something that would be an interesting foreground such as an old building 
or a windmill.  
 
Charlie said he has used similar technique to image eclipse of the moon. 
 
Nancy Stocker recommended that if you are going to leave your camera out on a tripod and go to sleep, 
be sure to weight down your tripod to prevent your equipment's being blown over by a gust of wind. 
Nancy was speaking from personal experience! 
 
The stars move 15 degrees per hour 
 
Thank you,  Charlie,  for sharing your technique with all of us! It was an enjoyable presentation! 

 
In September, the digital meeting will feature three Photoshop skill presentations.  Fred Sterns will cover 
Content Aware Fill and Content Aware Healing Brush, Bob Stocker will demonstrate how to use the  
Shadows and Highlights Adjustment, and Nancy Stocker will cover making Selections using the various 
different selection tools.  Please join us on September 28th at the Animal Hospital Center! 
 

Digital Meeting Contributor Needed! 

Thank you to Lara Hardesty for this month‘s digital meeting summary.  Recently, this important part 

of the club‘s activities has not received the newsletter coverage it deserves.  If you are a regular 

attendee at the digital training meetings, would you consider writing a short article summarizing the 

meeting content for our newsletter readers?  I will be happy to assist with editing, so interest and 

commitment is more important than writing experience.  If you are not up to a long-term commitment, 

but would be able to cover the next meeting, that‘s OK! Please contact Chris Frazier if you‘re able to 

help.  Thank you! 
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The Wildlife Experience:  The 2011 Boa Ball! 

MHWPC has generously supported TWE in their past Boa Ball fundraising events. In both 2009 and 2010 five 
members donated an image to help TWE.  Please consider the following request for donations for this year‘s 
Boa Ball:  

― One of our biggest fundraisers is our annual gala, the Boa Ball.  The Boa Ball will be held Saturday, October 
8, featuring a live & silent auction, entertainment and dinner. We hope to raise over $150,000 to help further 
our mission to instill respect for habitat and wildlife and inspire efforts to conserve for generations to come 
through educational, interactive and entertaining experiences.  

 
I am writing to ask that MHWPC members consider a donation to the Boa Ball silent auction.  The silent 
auction is a highly visible attraction, ramping up the event by letting guests get involved at all dollar levels, 
and by putting your name repeatedly before our guests.  Your donation will be recognized in a number of 
ways including:  
 

 As a beautiful display on the auction table and listing in the event program 
 In our Nov/Dec 2011 member newsletter, circulated to over 2,000 homes 

 
The Wildlife Experience is a qualified 501(c)(3), our tax ID number is 84-1511730, as your donation may be 
tax deductible.  In addition, all auction donations with a retail value of $1,000 or greater will be acknowledged 
on the donor wall in 2012 and in our Annual Report. 

 
We hope you will consider supporting the signature gala of The Wildlife Experience with a donation of a silent 
auction item.  To learn more about us, please visit our website at thewildlifeexperience.org or feel free to 
contact me at 720.488.3389 or spowner@twexp.org. ― 

 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.  If you are interested in donating, please contact 
Chuck Winter for additional details, or bring a 16 X 20 print to the September club meeting! 
 
 

Competition Rules Update / Reminder 

Each month, the newsletter will have a reminder or synopsis of one or more rules category.  This 
month, a reminder of the WILDLIFE category rules is below.    
  
NOTE:  If there's any doubt as to the eligibility of one of your images, please submit it to someone 

on the competition committee for approval. 

 

Wildlife 

  Wildlife whose normal, everyday movements are not controlled by man and are free to roam. 

  No domesticated, captive, or controlled animals. 

 The animal(s) must be the primary focal point, and evidence of the hand of man, if any, must be 

secondary. 

 The intent of the original image must be maintained. 

 Images may be color, black-and-white, or toned (i.e., sepia). 

 The competition committee and/or judge will be the final determiners of whether an image is appropriate 

to the category. 

mailto:spowner@twexp.org
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glowing Cub by Nancy Stocker 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Busy Eating by Barbara Fleming 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Curious Moose by Chris Frazier 

August Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                            Judge: Roger Clark 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wet Eagle by Chuck Summers 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tricolored Bumble Bee by Bob Stocker 

August Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife (continued)                      Judge: Roger Clark 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preening Impalas by Brenda Fletcher 
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  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Havasu Falls by Hannah Rhodes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iceberg Reflection by Hannah Rhodes 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field of Flowers by Dixie Lawrence 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm with Shadows by Cathy Sheeter 

August Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                          Judge: Roger Clark 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serengeti Magic by Barbara Fleming 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher by Nancy Stocker 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dawn’s Light by Richard Seeley 

August Club Competition Results 
Category: Open                            Judge: Roger Clark 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waiting His Turn by Russ Burden 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Double Crested Cormorant by Sam Fletcher 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bull Elk Sparring by Fi Rust 

August Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                          Judge: Roger Clark 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

African Wild Cat and Cheetah  

by Charlie Summers 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fern Falls by James Hager 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

White Sands Sunset by Reb Babcock 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Paradise Pond Sunrise by Reb Babcock 

August Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                                                         Judge: Roger Clark 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moose Essence by James Hager 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

Wild Horses at Sunset by Reb Babcock 

August Masters Competition Results 
Category: Open                         Judge: Roger Clark 
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Upcoming Programs ! 

September  Our special guests this month are the staff of Nature’s Educators. They will be 

presenting a program regarding their raptor rescue and rehabilitation programs. In addition, they are 
providing some of the raptors from their center for ‗photo shoot‘ sessions beginning at 5:30PM.  
There are still 6 slots for the 5:30-6:00PM session, 1 slot for the 6:00-6:30PM session, and 6 slots 
for the 6:30PM to sundown session (this session will be limited to two birds due to sundown).  
Please contact Chuck Winter to sign up!  

October Gordon and Cathy Illg will share “Images of the Colorado Plateau”, from their large 

exhibit and accompanying presentation at The Wildlife Experience. The show highlights 2 decades 
of exploring some of the most visually exciting scenery on the planet, a scenic treasure trove that 
takes up most of Southern Utah, part of Western Colorado and a good chunk of Arizona. Did they do 
the project justice? You' will have to come to the meeting and decide for yourself! 

November Rita and Charlie Summers will present an all wildlife program on "Africa - Aardwolf to 

Zebra" featuring striking, award winning images from over 25 different game parks. These images 
were made during their many trips to the African continent and encompass game parks from South 
Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Botswana, Kenya, and Tanzania. This promises to be a very 
special event and one of the highlights of the year. 

December  December will be time for our annual holiday party!  There have been a couple ideas 

for doing something different in lieu of the monthly competition.  Stay tuned for details….  

 

Recent Speaker Information 

For more information regarding recent programs and speakers, the following contact information is available: 

August   The annual club picnic took the place of our regular program time in August.   

July   Chuck Winter presented ―Photography Close to Home - Colorado Wildflowers and Colorado Fall Color 

Seasons‖.   Chuck can be contacted at cwinter@mii-rmcc.com . 

June   Russ Burden shared two digital presentations showcasing some of his favorite locales and 

photographs.  Visit www.russburdenphotography.com for more information on Russ‘ photography and tours.  

 

 

Keeping That Great Shot In Mind… 

Sometimes we need to remember that not every great shot is taken from 
the base of the Tetons, the rim of the Grand Canyon, or the meadows of 
Yosemite Valley.  Keeping a photographic eye looking at the ordinary 
scenes can yield great results as well.  As a case in point, I recently saw 
a comment about this first scene.  I used to live in the North Bay area of 
Northern California, and have probably driven past this rolling hill off 
Highway 12 at least a dozen times.  At no time was I particularly inspired 
to take a picture.   

Imagine just a few years back, though, before the vineyard was planted 
here. Maybe spring on sunny day, with a few wisps of clouds in the sky? 
Still just an average hill in an area with lots of similar rolling hills.  
However, at least one photographer saw potential, and produced the 
second photograph.  Recognize the scene?  It became one of Microsoft‘s 
default screen savers in Windows, seen on millions of computers around 
the world.  What great shots are lurking out there for your photography? 

mailto:cwinter@mii-rmcc.com
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Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg’s Adventure 

Photography Tours: 

The Illg‘s can be contacted at:          

Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 or 

gordon@advenphoto.com 

www.advenphoto.com 

2011 Destinations include: 

 Colorado Color, Colorado  September 25-30 

 

 Alaska Eagles, Juneau Alaska  November 13-19 

 

 Bosque Del Apache, New Mexico, Dec 6-11 

2012 Destinations include: 

 New Zealand, January 5-21 

 Death Valley, California, March 3-8 

 Northern Lights, Alaska, March 12-18  

 Galapagos, Ecuador, March 26-April 5  

 Southern Arizona, April 15-20 

 North Carolina Birds, April 25-29 

 Bayou Adventure, Louisiana/Texas, May 8-13 

Local Photography Idea for September! 

An interesting fall destination that is a short, 

pleasant drive from Denver is Kenosha Pass.  To 

get there, take Highway 285 west from where it 

meets Highway C470.  Kenosha Pass is 48 miles 

from this intersection, with a pleasant drive through 

Conifer, Bailey, and other foothill communities.  

When the aspen fall colors peak here, the color is 

as vibrant and photogenic as any in the state! 

GOT A FAVORITE LOCAL SPOT? Please 

consider sharing it with your fellow club members—

just send a short description like the one above 

telling others what you like about the spot, what to 

expect to photograph, anything else you want in a 

short paragraph or two.   

EDITORS NOTE:  The below information, or any 
part(s) of the newsletter, can be viewed by zooming 
to a larger size if desired— 
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Member Workshops and Tours 

(continued): 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Or 

Contact Russ at 303-791-9997,                    

rburden@ecentral.com 

2011 Destinations include: 

 
 Sept 24 - Oct 3, 2011  Grand Teton and   

Yellowstone National Parks in the Fall -       
a 10 day trip! 

 
 Oct. 18 - 23, 2011 Hunts Mesa - A special 

aerial perspective of Monument Valley 
and Capital Reef National Park 

 
 Nov. 5 - 11, 2011 Bryce Canyon and Zion 

National Parks 
 
 Dec 6 –12, 20011 Bosque Del Apache and 

White Sands National Monument 
 
 A Vermont Fall Colors Tour is also available 

by Request with Small Groups.  Contact 
Russ for details and additional information  

 
 

James Hager Photography -                              

Small Group Photo Safaris 

Visit www.JamesHagerPhoto.com, or email 

James@JamesHagerPhoto.com for more infor-

mation: 

 

Kenya in Oct 2012: A 20-day classic African 

photo safari, including visits to Samburu Na-

tional Reserve, Lake Nakuru National Park, and 

Masai Mara         National Reserve. The safari 

is intended for photographers, or serious natu-

ralists, who want to spend time with the animals 

of East Africa.  

 

Gorillas in Oct 2012: 5 days of visiting mountain 

gorillas in the best environment for photogra-

phy—   Volcanoes National Park in  Rwanda.  

Gorilla trekking in Volcanoes National Park is 

an amazing experience! 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

President: Bob Cross 

crossphoto@gmail.com 303-663-2019 

Vice-President: Bob Stocker 

stockers@stockerphotos.com 303-759-4056 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 

Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editors:  Chris Frazier & Lara Hardesty 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 or  303-386-4260 

Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 

TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 303-791-9997 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 303-267-3846 

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  

Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 

Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 

Library: Joe & Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 

Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 

September Meeting 

Wednesday, September 14th 

6:00 p.m. –  10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 

Competition:  Wildlife, Scenic, and Open 

August Attendance: Approximately 39 

 

September Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, September 28th 

7:00 p.m. –  9:15 p.m. at 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL CENTER  5640 County Line Place 

Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 

October submission deadline is Saturday 10/01/11 


