Diamondback Water Snakes
by Bob Stocker

Recently, | nearly missed some interesting wildlife behavior that was happening right in front of me.

On an overcast morning in late March 2011, | took a number of unremarkable photographs of distant
subjects like Little Blue Herons, Neotropic Cormorants, Great Egrets, Least Grebes and Snowy
Egrets from the edge of a pond in Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge near Alamo, Texas. Only after
having been at the spot for nearly half an hour did | notice a Diamondback Water Snake stretched
out on a log right in front of me.

Diamondback Water Snake

Almost immediately, | noticed a second snake stretched out on an even closer log. A third snake
then emerged from the water near the second snak

Male Diamondback Water Snake Beginning
to Crawl Down a Female's Back

and began to crawl down the second snakedbds backé

Male Diamondback Water Snake Crawling
Down a Female's Back
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unt il it came to the end of the | o0ogé

Male Diamondback Water Snake
Stretched Out Along a Female's Back

Diamondback Water Snakes are nonvenomous shakes that give live birth from fertilized eggs
retained in femalesd bodies. Femal es are noti ceeé
snakes were females, and the third was a male.

After a few minutes of indecision, the male snake slipped off into the water, turned around and
crawled up the back of the female in the opposite direction.

Male Diamondback Water Snake on the
Back of a Female

Once the male snhake was stretched across the back of the female, neither snake moved appreciably
for twenty minutes or more.

By this time, a crowd had gathered. Some people seemed more interested in chatting with each
other than observing nature. Feeling frustrated with the crowd and thinking that the best of the show
was over, | left.

| returned to the site after half an hour. The crowd had moved on, but the snakes were still there.

Male Diamondback Water Snake Coiled on Top of a
Female

A larger version of this photo is currently displayed in the snakes gallery on StockerPhotos.com.



http://stockerphotos.com/Galleries/Herptiles/Reptiles/Snakes/DiamondbackWaterSnake_20110327_1127.php
http://stockerphotos.com/Galleries/Herptiles/Reptiles/Snakes/
http://stockerphotos.com/
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Flying Elk !
by Richard Seeley
We were driving south on Colorado highway 125 south of Walden when | saw a very large herd (400

-600) of Elk on the range on the left side of the road. | stopped the car to take a picture. When |
rolled down the window, the herd stampeded.

Part of the herd ran deeper into the range. Another part ran hard parallel to the road in the same
direction that we were driving. | was able to match their speed, photoshooting out the window, while
my wife in the passenger seat operated the steering wheel.
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| could see the wave of elk rising over a range fence ahead. | stopped the car just past the fence and
watched and photographed in amazement as they vaulted the fence with ease.
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Then they turned for the road and we watched in awe as hundreds of elk crossed in front of our Jeep
only 50 feet away. We were speechl ess. Di scover
www.richardseeleyphotography.com and blog.richardseeleyphotography.com

Hospitality for the July Meeting
Nona Radin - Cookies/Snacks
Stephanie Lindemann - Beverages

Volunteers are needed for later this year!



http://www.richardseeleyphotography.com
http://www.blog.richardseeleyphotography.com

