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Favorite Places—Maine’s Coastline 
Text and Photos by Nancy Rynes 

Nine months ago I never thought I would be writing a newsletter article from the Maine coast. New England 
was the last place in the world (I thought) I would call home. Life and a job change intervened and I found 
myself with a new home in coastal Maine, not far from where Rachel Carson wrote her groundbreaking books 
and where Andrew Wyeth painted “Christina’s World.” 

Maine’s beauty is rather understated 
compared to the soaring peaks of Colorado. 
It’s a quieter beauty…a mostly rocky 
shoreline gives way to rolling, tree-covered 
hills and farms, which then become the 
northern Appalachian Mountains further west 
(aka the White Mountains). The beauty is 
quiet, that is, until a hurricane or tropical 
storm hits. Then the coast booms with the 
thunder of crashing surf, the winds whip the 
trees almost to bits, and the rain comes 
sideways in a torrent. 

 

The aftermath of hurricanes and tropical 
storms is a perfect time to visit the coastline. 
The surf still booms even though the storm 
has passed. Surf ducks (eiders) seem to take 
their lives into their little webbed feet as they 
paddle within a yard or two of cliff faces, 
looking for lunch. At the last possible second 
before the waves crash them to bits on the 
rocks, the eiders dive down below the wave’s 
curl and pop up on its sea-side, seemingly 
unfazed by the whole incident. The best 
places to view and photograph pounding surf 
and daring eiders is the area from Pemaquid 
Lighthouse to Bar Harbor (and north, if you 
have time). This is known as Maine’s 
Midcoast. 
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The Midcoast’s fame is lobstah, schooners, 
rocky shorelines and islands, lobstah, Acadia 
National Park, sea- and shorebirds (especially 
during migration), lobstah, whales and other 
marine mammals, horseshoe crabs, and 
lobstah. And yes, the lobster here are really 
THAT good. Even better is that the lobster 
populations are healthy and sustainable, 
making this famous fare a locavore’s delight. 
The best times to visit the Midcoast are mid 
April through Mid June, and again September 
and October. Prime summer season is July and 
August, making the weekends on Maine’s 2-
lane highways look like a traffic jam around 
Boston. 

Being in Maine, though, means being outside 
as much as possible, not sitting in the car. 
Besides photography and cycling, I’ve added 
sea kayaking to my list of favorite activities. 
Maine is a great place for all of these, but let 
me focus now on photography. 

My favorite time to photograph the coastline, 
birds, and sea life is April – June and mid-
September through October. The weather is 
usually cool and dry, the leaves are changing 
into glorious hues of oranges and reds, and the 
birds start migrating south from Canada along 
the coastline (sandpipers and other shorebirds, 
redknots, hawks, gulls.  Famous colonies of 
puffins breed on islands off the Pemaquid 
Peninsula at Bristol, New Harbor, and 
Boothbay. Puffin cruises visit the colonies 
during the spring and summer months. If you’re 
lucky, you might also see some other birds 
(razorbills, arctic terns, jaegers, petrels, etc.), 
whales, and porpoises while visiting the puffin 
colony. Other cruises also leave Rockland, 
Camden, Bar Harbor, and other ports to see 
whales and pelagic seabirds. If you’re feeling 
more adventurous, those same harbors also 
offer cruises on sailing schooners so you can 
experience the natural beauty of the coastline 
with only the sound of the wind and gulls for 
accompaniment. 

Another plus to visiting in the off-seasons is that 
the crowds of Bostonians are gone and the 
Midcoast operates at its usual sane, calm pace. 
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Some of my favorite places for photography are: 

 Maquoit and Middle Bays in the spring for eiders, horseshoe crabs and shorebirds (including the 
rare redknot if you’re lucky) 

 Boothbay Harbor for whale watching and schooner sailing 
 The Pemaquid Peninsula for crashing surf, eiders, gulls galore, cruise to the puffin colony, 

reversing waterfalls, and gorgeous sunrises 
 Back Cove, New Harbor, and Friendship for a taste of the old Maine lobstering communities 
 Rockland for schooner cruises and the ferry to Vinylhaven Island (a quiet view into rural coastal 

Maine, with plenty of seabirds, shorebirds, and beautiful island views) 
 Rockport, for one of the finest photography schools in the country, and a pretty harbor to boot 
 Camden north to Bar Harbor and Acadia National Park – for all of the above 

The Nature Conservancy and several local conservation organizations have protected prime wildlife habitat 
along Maine’s coast. Information on these is readily available at local visitor’s information centers or the 
internet. 

After all of that if you need a bit of culture, well, the Midcoast has that too. This is New England’s art mecca – 
galleries and artists’ studios abound in most towns and are on a par with those in Cape Cod and New York. 
Restaurants are fantastic, innovative, and most focus on locally-obtained ingredients. Several art museums 
and theaters will round out your activity list…if you still have the energy for them. 

Feel free to contact Nancy for more information on visiting Maine: nancy_rynes@live.com, or view her new 
ecology blog at nancyrynes.blogspot.com 

   

A Reminder Re:  The December Meeting! 

The December meeting will be a potluck party 
celebrating the holiday season and the close of 

the year.  The club will be providing meat, 
please bring something to share.  A special 

“BEST OF 2010” presentation showcasing our 
competition winners will follow the potluck.  
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An Open Letter to the Members of the Mile High Wildlife Photo Club 
by Matt Schaefer 

During the past two years, I have had the honor and privilege to serve as President of this club.  
In that time we have continued to grow our membership, we have expanded our digital class to 
the point where we outgrew the classroom, we have had many informative and enjoyable 
programs and presentations, and our club has brought home the top award in one of the most 
respected photo competitions for a second time (and did pretty well the previous year).  

These things were not accomplished by any one individual but are truly the results of a team 
effort and I want to take this opportunity to thank the many people who do each of the things to 
make this club such a success.  From start to finish, each meeting is a success because of the 
volunteers who help set up and take down, handle the name tags, set up and operate the library, 
ensure we have snacks and drinks, arrange for speakers and presenters, identify judges for the 
competition, and collect the competition submissions and run the competition.  Outside of the 
meetings, we have others who solicit inputs and prepare an informative and well-designed 
newsletter, arrange for meeting spaces, maintain a strongly beneficial relationship with The 
Wildlife Experience, keep a first-rate website current, handle our finances, set up and manage 
special competitions (like Nature’s Best  and the Masters evaluation), and run a dynamic digital 
class curriculum. 

Please take the time to pass along your appreciation to each of those responsible for these jobs.  
For those with an interest in getting involved, please see one of the officers and let them know of 
your interest.  We all benefit from the wealth of knowledge and experience when our members 
share that with the club.  There is always room for one more volunteer!  

I want to say a particular thank you to Sam Fletcher and Patrick Devereaux, the club’s Vice 
President and Secretary/Treasurer respectively during this past two years.  They made many 
parts of my job easier by the way they accomplished the many things they stepped up to do. 

I look forward to the leadership of Bob Cross, our new President, Bob Stocker, Vice President, 
and Patrick Devereaux, Secretary/Treasurer next year.  Please give them your full support. 

The time seems to have gone quickly.  It is with a great deal of pride that, when I talk to others 
about this club, I have been able to say with conviction that I am the President of one of the 
premier wildlife and nature photo clubs in the word.  It is easy to say that because I believe we 
have some of the best professional and amateur nature photographers involved in this club.  I 
thank you for entrusting this club’s leadership to me for this time. 

 

Thank you—Matt, Sam, and Patrick for your leadership over the 
past two years.  Your efforts, along with all the other contributors 
to the club’s functions, have been vital to the Mile High Wildlife 

Photography Club’s continuing success and vitality. 
 

(A listing of the club’s officers, directors, and team leaders is on the back page of  every month’s newsletter) 
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An Unusual Alaskan Photo Opportunity 

by Nancy Stocker 

 
You may have an unusual opportunity during 
your next Alaskan photo trip.  There has been 
a rash of bird beak deformities there that are 
quite striking and observable.   These 
deformities are not generally grotesque.  
Documenting their presence and form could 
be a contribution photographers make to 
public awareness and possibly even to 
scientific research. 
 
Birds with reported deformities in Alaska 
include Pacific Loon, Bald Eagle, American 
Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, Sandhill Crane, 
Black-legged Kittiwake, apparent Glaucous-
winged x Herring Gull, Downy Woodpecker, 
Hairy Woodpecker, Steller’s Jay, Black-billed 
Magpie, Northwestern Crow, Common Raven, 
Black-capped Chickadee, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, Boreal Chickadee, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, American 
Robin, Varied Thrush, European Starling, 
Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, American Tree Sparrow, Savannah 
Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, 
Pine Grosbeak, Common Redpoll, and Pine 
Siskin, according to a recent Paul Hess post 
on the American Birding Association's Blog 
http://blog.aba.org/2010/11/the-mystery-of-
deformed-beaks.html 
 
You may think you wouldn’t have the 
opportunity to see any of these birds.  In some 
species the deformities are surprisingly 
common.  Hess says 6.5% of chickadees and 
17% of Northwestern crows are estimated to 
be affected in some parts of the state.   

 
The following links will provide you with more information: 
 
http://www.adn.com/2010/11/08/1543802/deformed-bird-beaks.html#id=1543798&view=large_view 

(a very limited photo gallery) 

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/science/federal-scientists-see-big-increase-in-bird-beak-
deformities-in-alaska-northwest-106923578.html 
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At Our November Meeting 

by Lara Hardesty 

At November's General Club Meeting, club member Steve Goodman gave an entertaining and educational 
presentation about his trips to Iceland for photography. As Steve put it, his presentation was part travelogue 
and part photography. Steve told us about the "loop road" that went around the island of Iceland. On a map, 
he demonstrated the location of each of his major stops and he showed examples of the scenery and/or 
wildlife that could be photographed there. Questions afterward suggested that his presentation had tempted 
several members to consider taking a photography trip to Iceland; these members asked about costs, best 
time of year, and accommodations. 

During the break, we all went upstairs to view our club members' winning photographs that were displayed in 
the Community Gallery of the Wildlife Experience Museum. This year the photographs were mounted on 
DuraPlaq rather than matted and framed. Many club members commented on how stunning the photographs 
looked when displayed in this new format.  

The competition was judged by Reed Nelson, while he simultaneously drove the projector! This was 
particularly impressive since last month was Reed's first time driving the projector for the competition. Reed 
gave many specific suggestions about how to improve each photograph-very welcome after a discussion at 
the beginning of the meeting revolved around whether the club should sponsor a mentor-mentee concept to 
give beginning and intermediate nature photographers more detailed advice (from the masters) than what is 
available in the short discussion time that each image can have during the competition. Steve Goodman's 
(our presenter for the evening) image entitled Mountain Bighorns won third place in the Club Wildlife 
category. 

An Upcoming Photo Tour Opportunity by “Images for Conservation” 

Images for Conservation, creators of the prestigious Pro-Tour of Nature Photography, is excited to unveil a 
unique concept in nature photography workshops. From March 4-8, 2011, just days before NANPA holds its 
2011 Summit in McAllen, Texas, Images for Conservation sponsors the first ever Pro-Am Tour workshop 
competition.  

This competition will be the first in a series of traveling pro/amateur workshop competitions, led and coached 
by pros. Four award-winning wildlife photographers will oversee teams of five amateurs as they battle one 
another in the world-famous Lower Rio Grande Valley, known as a nature photographer’s paradise. The 
winning team not only goes home with prize money and recognition, but its members also get Texas bragging 
rights. The primary purpose is to add a new dimension for making photography workshops fun. 

On March 4th, each of the four pros dips into the cowboy hat and draws the name of a south-Texas ranch, 
which has been professionally planned for great photography. Early the next morning, participants begin the 
day in the specially built photo blinds of the Martin Refuge, Tacubaya, Santa Clara, and Dos Venadas 
Ranches, vying for those perfect shots. There, deep within the Tamaulipan thornscrub, a diverse array of 
wildlife pass in front of the photographers’ lenses.     

“Actually, probably one of the best reasons to come,” Martin adds, “is that our workshop leaders include 
nature photographers Dale Franz, Jeff Parker, Cathy Illg, and Michael Francis. All are Pro-Tour award-
winners, and each of them understands the south-Texas terrain and the wildlife here extremely well.”     

Space is limited to 20 participants. Reserve your Pro-Am Tour spot now by contacting  
Images for Conservation at: http://www.ImagesforConservation.org/about/contact-us or  

Jeff Parker at (512) 470-1063, jparker@JeffParkerImages.com.  
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clouded Sulphur Butterfly by Bob Stocker 
 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Flight by Richard Goluch 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mountain Bighorns by Steve Goodman 

November Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                  Judge: Reed Nelson 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Food Fight by Richard Seeley 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Running Trumpeter by Stephanie Lindemann 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Flames in the Garden by Nona Radin 
 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Bryce Canyon Sunrise by Jack Davis 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
First Light by Bob Cross 

November Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                  Judge: Reed Nelson 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Over the Top by Richard Seeley 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Young Maple Leaf by Jonathan Krohn 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eyes of the Wise by Nona Radin 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Blue and Gold Macaws by Steve Goodman 

November Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife, Captive or Controlled         Judge: Reed Nelson 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Showing Off Her Tail by Jan Forseth 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Red Fox Stalking by Fi Rust 

  Second Place 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Polar Cuddle by Chris Loffredo 

November Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife           Judge: Reed Nelson 



11 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club                           December  2010 Volume. 34, No. 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Bryce Sunrise by Russ Burden 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mount Wilson by Chris Loffredo 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Dune Shapes by Rita Summers 

November Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic           Judge: Reed Nelson 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gyrfalcon by Fi Rust 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Crowned Crane by Russ Burden 

November Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife, Captive or Controlled         Judge: Reed Nelson 
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Library News from the Lamb’s  
We will not have check-
out at our potluck party in 
December.  Enjoy the 
many opportunities to take 
winter and holiday 
pictures for your own 
enjoyment or for the 
January meeting. There is 
plenty of snow in the high 
country where you are 
offered many unique opportunities.  (I am still 
looking for the perfect Summit County moose 
picture which I can add to my collection.)  If you 
have any items to return either keep them or bring 
them to us in December.  Happy Holidays !!!!!!!!!!!! 

Digital Study Meeting Notes: 
For the November digital study meeting, Nona 
Biddison demonstrated "Type DNA", a new font 
program. Nona presented the ins and outs of the 
program. Additionally, she has arranged for 
members to receive a discount if they purchase it.  
Sam Fletcher demonstrated how to create 3d 
Frames to give your photos a professional look 
when they're hung. 

NOTE: Due to the holidays. There is NO DIGITAL 
STUDY MEETING in December.  The digital study 
meetings will resume in January.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Loffredo had two images selected by the Rocky 
Mountain Raptor Program (rmrp.org) for inclusion in 

their 2011 Calendar, including the cover shot. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gordon and Cathy Illg’s  photo of clustering monarch butterflies will appear 
on the cover of AAA Home & Away Magazine.  Also, the Illg’s will have their 
own exhibit at The Wildlife Experience running from next September through 
the end of 2011.  The exhibit will be on the Colorado Plateau and Utah's 
Canyon Country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Seeley received the Photographic Center 
Resource award for Excellence in Photography from 

the Rockport Art Association for “Circling”. 
 

“Circling” was also a semifinalist in the Natures Best 
2010 Windland Smith Rice International Competition. 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS, Chris, Cathy, Gordon, and Richard! 
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Speaker Workshops and Tours: 
GLENN RANDALL:  
 
2011 Workshops in Rocky Mountain National Park 
 
March 4 (eve) to March 6, 2011 
August 19 (evening) to August 21, 2011 
August 26 (evening) to August 28, 2011 
 
All workshops will be based at the Rocky Mountain 
Nature Association's Field Seminar and 
Conference Center in Estes Park, on the east side 
of Rocky Mountain National Park.  The $200 
workshop fee does not include meals or 
lodging.  These workshops are not 
sequential; the contents of each weekend-long 
workshop will be identical.  For more information on 
the seminars, please contact me at 303 499-3009 or 
glennrandall@glennrandall.com.  To register, please 
visit the Rocky Mountain Nature Association website 
or call 970 586-3262.  

2011 Workshop in Telluride 
 
Glenn will also be teaching one winter landscape 
photography workshop in Telluride from March 25 
(evening) to March 27, 2011.  The $325 workshop 
fee does not include meals or lodging.  For more 
information on this seminar, please contact me as 
noted above. To register, please visit the Ah Haa! 
School for the Arts website or call 970 728-3886. 

 
 
Member Workshops and Tours: 
James Hager Photography -                              
Small Group Photo Safaris 
 
Visit www.JamesHagerPhoto.com, or email 
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com 
  
 
Tanzania in Feb 2011: 15 days of African wildlife 
during the wildebeest birthing season; Ngorongoro 
Crater and Serengeti National Park, Feb 5-19, 2011 
 

Gorillas in Feb 2011: 5 days of photographing 
mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park, 
Rwanda, Feb 19-26, 2011 

Upcoming Programs 
January  Our January speaker will be Chris Brown 
(www.ChrisBrownPhotography.com). Chris will 
share a LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY 
PRESENTATION on the Grand Canyon, titled "Path 
of Beauty --Photographic Adventures in the Grand 
Canyon".  Chris Brown’s work has been exhibited in 
over 100 shows since 1974, and public collections 
have been displayed at such locations as the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art and the Denver 
Art Museum.  He has been published in a variety of 
magazines and periodicals, including National 
Geographic Books, Arizona Highways, The Sierra 
Club Books and Calendars, and University of 
Colorado Press.  
 
February  Glenn Randall will be our speaker this 
month, returning with a new presentation, “Sunrise 
from 14,000 Feet. Here's how Glenn describes the 
origin of his project: "Summits are magical places.  
Reaching the summit of a high peak gives me the 
exhilarating, humbling and awe-inspiring experience 
of being a tiny speck on top of the world.  To me, 
mountaineering is almost a metaphor for the human 
condition.  It embodies in concrete form the way we 
reach for the sky, yet can only climb so high.  In the 
spring of 2006, I began working on a series of 
images I hoped would capture these powerful 
emotions.”  
"Most summit photographs I'd seen were rather 
boring.  How could that be, I thought, when the 
experience of reaching the summit is so enthralling?  
Then I thought about when those photos were 
taken: at noon, in midsummer, when the sun is as 
high in the sky as it will be the entire year.  Most 
summit photos taken at that time of day show 
distant, hazy peaks almost lost in the white glare of 
the midday sun.  In an attempt to give my images an 
impact that matched my experience, I decided to try 
shooting sunrise from the summits of Colorado's 
14,000-foot peaks." 
So far Glenn has done 32 shoots on 19 peaks.  
Come see the images from this unique project, hear 
the stories behind the most exciting shots, and learn 
more about the art of landscape photography. 
Glenn Randall has been a full-time photographer 
and writer specializing in the outdoors for 31 years.  
He has had nearly 1,000 photographs published, 
including 67 covers, and sold over 10,000 prints of 
his landscape images.  He's also authored nine 
books and 200 magazine articles.  Farcountry Press 
published two books of his landscape photographs, 
Colorado Wild & Beautiful and Rocky Mountain 
National Park Impressions.  Glenn is a regular 
contributor to Outdoor Photographer and is also a 
sought-after workshop instructor. 
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Member Workshops and Tours 
(continued): 
Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 
Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Or 
Contact Russ at 303-791-9997,                    
rburden@ecentral.com 

2010 and 2011 Destinations include: 

 Dec. 1 –7, 2010 Bosque Del Apache & White 
Sands National Monument.     

 Feb. 19 - 25, 2011 Florida Birds: Everglades Na-
tional Park / Fort Myers / West Palm Beach 

 
 Apr 16 - 22, 2011  Monument Valley and the Slot 

Canyons  
 
 May 7 - 13, 2011 Arches & Canyonlands National 

Parks - includes 5 days of Photoshop instruction   
 
 May 25 - June 3, 2011  Oregon Coast - 10 day trip  
 
 June 18 - 24, 2011 Grand Teton and Yellowstone 

National Parks in the Spring 
 
 Sept 24 - Oct 3, 2011  Grand Teton and Yellow-

stone National Parks in the Fall - 10 days 
 
 Oct. 18 - 23, 2011 Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective 

of Monument Valley and Capital Reef National 
Park 

 
 Nov. 5 - 11, 2011 Bryce Canyon and Zion National 

Parks 
 
Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops: 

The Illg’s can be contacted at:          
Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 or 
gordon@advenphoto.com 
www.advenphoto.com 

2010—2011  Schedule includes: 

 Utah: Arches & Canyonlands National Parks,     
December 12 - 17 

 Switzerland , Berner Oberland  TBA 

 Yellowstone National Park, February 2—7 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 5 day 
tours and $75.00 discount on all other domestic 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
President: Matt Schaefer  

mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882 
Vice-President: Sam Fletcher 
shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 
Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editors:  Chris Frazier & Lara Hardesty 
newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 

Webmaster: James Hager 
http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 
TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 
ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 
Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  
Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 
BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 
Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 
December Meeting 

Wednesday, December 8th 
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 
10035 South Peoria 

Competition: Wildlife, Scenic, & Wildlife, Open 
November Attendance: Approximately 78 

 
January Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, January 26th 
7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

 
Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org. 
January submission deadline is Monday 01/03/11 


