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MHWPC  WINS  NATURE'S  BEST  IN  2010 !! 
by Lara Hardesty 

T he Mile High Wildlife Photography Club is the winner of the 2010 Nature's Best Windland Smith 
Rice International Awards in the Photography Club category! This award gives worldwide 

recognition to our club and to the high quality of nature photography done by our members. Last 
February, all club members were given the opportunity to submit up to eight of their images to be 
considered for inclusion in the Mile High Club's submission. Categories included: African Wildlife, 
Animal Antics, Art in Nature, Birds, Creative Digital, Endangered Species, Environmental Issues, 
Landscape, Oceans, People in Nature, Plant Life, Small World Spectaculars, Weather, Wildlife, and 
Zoos & Aquariums. Those images submitted by club members were judged by our Masters, and 20 
outstanding images were selected to be our club's entry.  In late October, the club received notice 
that our entry was the 1st place winner in the Photography Club category! Selected images will be 
hung in the Smithsonian. Thanks to James Hager, who coordinated our club entry for Nature's Best. 
A big congratulations to all of the winning photographers whose images were in the submission: Reb 

Babcock, Russ Burden, Donna Carr, Ron Eberhart, Jan 
Forseth, James Hager, Sharon Heidebrecht, Chris 
Loffredo, Rob Palmer, Reed Nelson, Hannah Rhodes, 
and Fi Rust. Extra special congratulations go to Reb 
Babcock, Russ Burden, Donna Carr, Ron Eberhart, Jan 
Forseth, Chris Loffredo, Rob Palmer, and Fi Rust who 
will have their images in Nature's Best magazine and in 
the Smithsonian to represent our winning submission. 
And remember to start working on your images to enter 
for consideration as part of our club's 2011 Nature's 
Best entry....February is just around the corner.  2010 
is the second time that Mile High has won this 1st place 
honor in Nature's Best ( 2007 winner also). Let's see if 
we can make that three times in 2011!   

All twenty photographs included in the club 
submission appear on pages 1 through 6. 

 

“My favorite mammal is the bighorn sheep, so I love to visit 
places where they live. We planned this trip for June, their 
birthing time in Banff National Park, Alberta, Canada. Soon 
after reaching the park, I saw this newborn lamb, which still 
had its umbilical cord attached. I wanted him and the ewe to 
be comfortable, so I waited until the lamb laid down on a 
steep hillside to rest and the ewe was feeding nearby. When 
he began to nibble on his own hoof, I knew the moment was 
right to press the shutter. Later, he went to sleep,               
the ultimate compliment from a comfortable animal.”                   
- Jan Forseth   

 

 

.  
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.  

 
 

 

“This intimate look at a Caribbean Flamingo 
was taken at the Rio Grande Zoo which is part 
of the Albuquerque Biological Park in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. I usually just walk 
right by flamingoes in a zoo, but it was cool 
that day and the flamingoes were resting with 
their beaks nestled in their feathers. The light 
was also nice and diffuse and I was drawn to 
the colorful patterns created by their feathers. 
Canon EOS 1D Mk III, 500 f4, 1/180 sec, f16, 
ISO 400.”   - James Hager 
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“My photo in our Natures Best submission 
"Polar Bear Family" was of a Polar Bear mom 
with two cubs taken in Wapusk National Park, 
near Churchill, Manitoba, Canada in late 
November 2009.  2009 was a late summer in 
Churchill with one of the latest freezings of 
Hudson Bay in recent years.  While very 
unfortunate for the polar bears of the region it 
was, however, a great photo opportunity for 
the lucky few who got to Cape Churchill.  With 
open water on Hudson Bay the polar bears 
congregated near shore in anticipation of the 
coming freeze and the opportunity to hunt 
seals.”  - Chris Loffredo  
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“This pair of American Avocets was mating 
just offshore at Antelope Island State Park in 
Utah. Antelope Island is the largest island in 
the Great Salt Lake and is a wonderful place 
to photograph shore birds. The calm water 
and distant mountains made a fantastic 
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  
behavior. Canon EOS 1D Mk III, 500 f4 & 
1.4x, 1/500 sec, f8, ISO 400.”  - James Hager 
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Hospitality for the November Meeting 
Joe and Betsy Lamb - Cookies/Snacks 

Lois Lake -  Beverages 

Volunteers are needed for early 2011! 

Please consider signing up on the club website to 
provide snacks or beverages  
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Safe With Mom 
by Richard Seeley 

As our float plane made its final approach to the Brooks Camp (Katmai National Park, Alaska), I could not 
believe my eyes. Just below us, on the beach were a mother (sow) grizzly bear and four cubs. The plane 
landed and docked on the beach about 500 feet down from the bears. I could not get to the beach soon 
enough to photograph this bear family. After check-in and orientation I went straight to the beach with my 
500mm lens to photograph the bears. I was excited and it was a great start to a 4 day adventure 
photographing bears at the Brooks River in Katmai National Park.    
 
 
 

Intruder Alert 
 
The sows are responsible for raising their cubs for 
the first 2-3 years of their lives. The male bears 
(boars) can be a threat, often killing cubs that get in 
their way.  Mom is on the constant lookout for bear 
and human intruders.   
 

 
 

Let Me See 
 
She moves her family frequently to stay out of harms 
way and to find a safe haven for protection.    
 
 

Safe With Mom 
 
It was a joy to watch and photograph two families of 
bears as they moved about, often crossing under the 
raised platforms that provided the tourists and 
photographers protection from the bears (and 
protection of the bears from the tourists). This was 
our second visit to the Brooks camp in ten months. 
Our first visit was in September 2009 and this visit 
was July 2010. Photographing and watching grizzly bears and cubs in the wild is one of life’s rare pleasures. 
   
Be sure to read my other blog posts on the bears of Katmai at: 
www.richardseeleyphotography.wordpress.com 
For the full portfolio of the bears at Katmai see my Bears Gallery on my website: 
RichardSeeleyPhotogaphy.com>Grizzly Bears Gallery 
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At Our October Meeting 

by Lara Hardesty 

The presenter at our October meeting was one of our own, club member Gordon Illg of Adventure 
Photography. Using beautiful images taken by him and his wife Cathy, Gordon gave us many excellent 
pointers on taking our bird photography to the next level. Gordon pointed out that it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to obtain a show-stopping bird photograph due to the exponential improvements in digital photography 
equipment. Many bird photographers now have images that would have been one of a kind in film 
photography days. To enable your bird photography to be one of a kind, Gordon suggested including 
behavior, environment, or atypical lighting (backlighting for example). Gordon's sense of humor made the 
evening enjoyable as well as educational! For a listing of the photography trips that Gordon and Cathy        
will be leading, see the Adventure Photography website at www.advenphoto.com. 
 
After the presentation, Gordon judged the monthly competition images. His judging continued the educational 
bent of the evening, as he described what he liked about each image and what he might suggest to improve 
it, while maintaining the humor of the evening. Gordon's comment about Bob West's 1st place winning moose 
image (club wildlife category) was "The only thing wrong with this image is I don't have one like it....." 
 
At the beginning of the meeting, there was an extended discussion of the advantages and disadvantages     
of having presenters who are not club members judge the monthly competition images. 
 
Before the presentation, Matt Schaefer, Club President, called to order the annual business meeting of the 
club. He announced the nominations for the club's officers. The opportunity was given for nominations from 
the floor. Then, the assembled club membership unanimously accepted the nominated new officers:          
Bob Cross, President; Bob Stocker, Vice-President; Patrick Devereaux, Secretary-Treasurer. 
 
The membership then discussed that Bob Cross (with assistance from his son), will look into what would be 
required to update the club's microphone/speaker system. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Lynx Love” story by Rich Seeley has been accepted for 
publication by Nature Photographer Magazine. The story 
behind the photographing of a Canadian Lynx and her kit in 
Denali National Park will be published in the Fall/Winter 
edition of the magazine. The story can be read on Rich’s blog 
at: Lynx Love 
 
Donna Carr made it into the semifinals for Natures Best as a 
single / individual entry 

 

Congratulations, Richard and Donna! 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Testing The Air by Bob West 
 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Do You Like My Bonnet? by Reed Nelson 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Drink Deeply by Reed Nelson 

October Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                                                  Judge: Gordon Illg 

  Honorable Mention 

Buff Or Bluff by  
Cathy Sheeter 

 

  Honorable Mention 

  

 

 

 

 

Arizona Lizard by Chris Frazier 

 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

White Ibis by  
Steve Goodman 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Oxbow Autumn by Cathy Sheeter 
 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

View Through a Bristlecone Tree 
 by Jim Graham 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Autumn at Lake Dillon by Jack Mcilnay 

October Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                     Judge: Gordon Illg 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Alpine Wildflowers by Jack Mcilnay 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Yellowstone River Bend by Dale Fenimore 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Sora by Nancy Stocker 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 Infrared Teton Reflection by Reed Nelson 

October Club Competition Results 
Category: Open                  Judge: Gordon Illg 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Original Bearskin Rug by Mary Paetow 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mountain Goat Kid Cuddling Mom by Fi Rust 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Wild Burros in Dominance Fight  
by Charlie Summers 

October Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                  Judge: Gordon Illg 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Western Tanager by Russ Burden 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridal Veil Falls by James Hager 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunset Over Fall Colors by James Hager 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 Surrounded by Purple by Russ Burden 

October Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic              Judge: Gordon Illg 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastel Puffin by Rita Summers 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Navajo Country by Jan Forseth 

October Masters Competition Results 
Category: Open              Judge: Gordon Illg 
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Library News from the Lamb’s  
Hello all!  Are you out 
there capturing the wildlife 
of the all?  Joe and I just 
skied at A-Basin and took 
pictures of the eager snow 
animals - with two legs, 
ski 's,  and beaming 
faces.  Although only two 
runs were open, photo 
ops were great.  Check out some neat books from 
the library at the November meeting.  Don't forget to 
view the MHWPC display in the community gallery 
at the Wildlife Experience - It is great.  Also, club 
congrats for winning Nature's Best - again.  What 
great photographer's we have in our midst.  Check 
out books from the library and learn even 
more.  See you at the table this month.  If you have 
any books, DVD's etc. out, please return them.  See 
you sooooooooooooooooooooooon! 

  
Wyoming Wildlife Annual Contest 

Wyoming Wildlife Magazine’s annual photography 
contest is an excellent forum to showcase your 
photo excursions to Wyoming.  The rules and entry 
forms for the 2010 contest can be found at:  
 
http://gf.state.wy.us/services/publications/index.asp 
 
Thank you to Mark Pedri for providing the link and 
letting us know the 2010 rules have been posted.  
 
 

 

Rocky Mountain School of 
Photography 2011 Schedule 

The Rocky Mountain School of Photography’s 2011 
course schedule is now available online at: 

http://www.rmsp.com/ 
 
Thank you to Priscilla and Chuck Winter for 
providing the link and letting us know the 2011 
information has been posted.  
 

Digital Study Meeting Notes: 
Our October meeting featured an excellent 
presentation by Dale Fenimore.  Dale creates high-
quality slideshow/video productions professionally, 
and shared some of his knowledge with the digital 
group.   

Rather than repeat earlier presentations that walked 
through a particular program with a how-to tutorial, 
Dale took a different approach.  His presentation 
covered the concepts of an enjoyable slideshow,  
such as  1) Targeting the slideshow for the expected 
audience, keeping this in mind when deciding 
pacing, images, music, and graphics, 2) 
Considering music selections, avoid lyrical songs 
unless appropriate, stopping music in synch with the 
images,  3) Judicious use of graphics and words, 
and tips regarding font selection  4) use of fades 
and transitions between images, and 5) much more. 

Dale also provided examples of the different items 
he was explaining, demonstrating poor uses of 
components and better uses of the elements.  As an 
added feature, Dale has handouts for the majority of 
those present, and provided a link to where his 
presentation could be downloaded for future review.    
All those present had a real opportunity to learn how 
to improve their slideshow skills.   

All paid members are encouraged to attend the 
digital study meetings. The meetings start at 7:15 
PM, normally on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 
NOTE: For November ONLY, the digital meeting will 
take place on the third Wednesday (Nov 17), as the 
fourth Wednesday is Thanksgiving eve. Enter 
through the main entrance, not the doors used for 
accessing the theater, and proceed left to the Great 
Room at TWE. Bring a notebook and writing 
implement to take your notes!  These meetings are 
a great opportunity to learn something new every 
month.  

In November, Nona Biddison will demonstrate "Type 
DNA", a new font program. Nona will present the ins 
and outs of the program. Additionally, she has 
arranged for members to receive a discount if they 
purchase it.  Sam Fletcher will demonstrate how to 
create 3d Frames to give your photos a professional 
look when they're hung. 
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Speaker Workshops and Tours: 
GLENN RANDALL:  
 
2011 Workshops in Rocky Mountain National Park 
 
March 4 (eve) to March 6, 2011 
August 19 (evening) to August 21, 2011 
August 26 (evening) to August 28, 2011 
 
All workshops will be based at the Rocky Mountain 
Nature Association's Field Seminar and 
Conference Center in Estes Park, on the east side 
of Rocky Mountain National Park.  The $200 
workshop fee does not include meals or 
lodging.  These workshops are not 
sequential; the contents of each weekend-long 
workshop will be identical.  For more information on 
the seminars, please contact me at 303 499-3009 or 
glennrandall@glennrandall.com.  To register, please 
visit the Rocky Mountain Nature Association website 
or call 970 586-3262.  

2011 Workshop in Telluride 
 
Glenn will also be teaching one winter landscape 
photography workshop in Telluride from March 25 
(evening) to March 27, 2011.  The $325 workshop 
fee does not include meals or lodging.  For more 
information on this seminar, please contact me as 
noted above. To register, please visit the Ah Haa! 
School for the Arts website or call 970 728-3886. 

 
 
Member Workshops and Tours: 
James Hager Photography -                              
Small Group Photo Safaris 
 
Visit www.JamesHagerPhoto.com, or email 
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com 
  
 
Tanzania in Feb 2011: 15 days of African wildlife 
during the wildebeest birthing season; Ngorongoro 
Crater and Serengeti National Park, Feb 5-19, 2011 
 

Gorillas in Feb 2011: 5 days of photographing 
mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park, 
Rwanda, Feb 19-26, 2011 

Upcoming Programs 
November  Our November meeting will feature a 
program on Iceland by Steve Goodman.  Take a look 
at Steve’s photography at:  
http://www.goodmanphotos.com/ 
 
January  Our January speaker will be Chris Brown 
(www.ChrisBrownPhotography.com). Chris will share a 
LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY PRESENTATION on 
the Grand Canyon, titled "Path of Beauty --
Photographic Adventures in the Grand Canyon".  Chris 
Brown’s work has been exhibited in over 100 shows 
since 1974, and public collections have been 
displayed at such locations as the San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art and the Denver Art Museum.  
He has been published in a variety of magazines and 
periodicals, including National Geographic Books, 
Arizona Highways, The Sierra Club Books and 
Calendars, and University of Colorado Press.  
 
February  Glenn Randall will be our speaker this 
month, returning with a new presentation, “Sunrise 
from 14,000 Feet. Here's how Glenn describes the 
origin of his project: "Summits are magical places.  
Reaching the summit of a high peak gives me the 
exhilarating, humbling and awe-inspiring experience of 
being a tiny speck on top of the world.  To me, 
mountaineering is almost a metaphor for the human 
condition.  It embodies in concrete form the way we 
reach for the sky, yet can only climb so high.  In the 
spring of 2006, I began working on a series of images I 
hoped would capture these powerful emotions.”  
"Most summit photographs I'd seen were rather boring.  
How could that be, I thought, when the experience of 
reaching the summit is so enthralling?  Then I thought 
about when those photos were taken: at noon, in 
midsummer, when the sun is as high in the sky as it 
will be the entire year.  Most summit photos taken at 
that time of day show distant, hazy peaks almost lost 
in the white glare of the midday sun.  In an attempt to 
give my images an impact that matched my 
experience, I decided to try shooting sunrise from the 
summits of Colorado's 14,000-foot peaks." 
So far Glenn has done 32 shoots on 19 peaks.  Come 
see the images from this unique project, hear the 
stories behind the most exciting shots, and learn more 
about the art of landscape photography. 
Glenn Randall has been a full-time photographer and 
writer specializing in the outdoors for 31 years.  He 
has had nearly 1,000 photographs published, including 
67 covers, and sold over 10,000 prints of his 
landscape images.  He's also authored nine books and 
200 magazine articles.  Farcountry Press published 
two books of his landscape photographs, Colorado 
Wild & Beautiful and Rocky Mountain National Park 
Impressions.  Glenn is a regular contributor to Outdoor 
Photographer and is also a sought-after workshop 
instructor. 
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Member Workshops and Tours 
(continued): 
Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 
Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Or 
Contact Russ at 303-791-9997,                    
rburden@ecentral.com 

2010 and 2011 Destinations include: 

 Dec. 1 –7, 2010 Bosque Del Apache & White 
Sands National Monument.     

 Feb. 19 - 25, 2011 Florida Birds: Everglades Na-
tional Park / Fort Myers / West Palm Beach 

 
 Apr 16 - 22, 2011  Monument Valley and the Slot 

Canyons  
 
 May 7 - 13, 2011 Arches & Canyonlands National 

Parks - includes 5 days of Photoshop instruction   
 
 May 25 - June 3, 2011  Oregon Coast - 10 day trip  
 
 June 18 - 24, 2011 Grand Teton and Yellowstone 

National Parks in the Spring 
 
 Sept 24 - Oct 3, 2011  Grand Teton and Yellow-

stone National Parks in the Fall - 10 days 
 
 Oct. 18 - 23, 2011 Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective 

of Monument Valley and Capital Reef National 
Park 

 
 Nov. 5 - 11, 2011 Bryce Canyon and Zion National 

Parks 
 
Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops: 

The Illg’s can be contacted at:          
Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 or 
gordon@advenphoto.com 
www.advenphoto.com 

2010—2011  Schedule includes: 

 Utah: Arches & Canyonlands National Parks,     
December 12 - 17 

 Switzerland , Berner Oberland  TBA 

 Yellowstone National Park, February 2—7 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club mem-
bers also – $50.00 discount on less than 5 day tours 
and $75.00 discount on all other domestic tours. 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
President: Matt Schaefer  

mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882 
Vice-President: Sam Fletcher 
shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 
Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editor:  Chris Frazier & Lara Hardesty 
newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 

Webmaster: James Hager 
http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 
TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 
ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 
Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  
Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 
BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 
Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 
November Meeting 

Wednesday, November 10th 
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. at 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 
10035 South Peoria 

Competition: Wildlife, Scenic, & Wildlife, C&C 
October Attendance: Approximately 65 

November Digital Training Meeting 
Wednesday, November 17th 

7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
October Attendance: Approximately 28 

 
Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org. 
December submission deadline is Monday 12/01/10 


