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October 2010 Volume 34, Number 10 

 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

YELLOWSTONE (BY CAR) IN THE WINTER 

A visit to Yellowstone National Park (YNP) in the winter can 
turn into a photographer’s delight. It will be cold and there will 
be snow, but there is a guarantee that you will see animals 
up close and personal. There are also the prospects of taking 
winter pictures of scenic landscape pictures at Opal Terrace, 
and river shots. While all of YNP is open in the winter, the 
only part that is open where you can drive and do not need to 
hire a guide (snow coach or special tour) is the northern 
entrance at Gardiner, Montana. The road entrance at 
Gardiner goes through to Cooke City, Montana; this 55 mile 
route is maintained year-round. We stay in Gardiner, MT. 
Another option is staying in Cooke City, MT. While both 
towns are small, Cooke City is the smaller. We have met 
people who have stayed in Cooke City and enjoyed it.  

Once you arrive the picture taking will start immediately. A 
400-MM zoom gives you the best all around opportunities. On 
several trips we have photographed Bald Eagles on HWY 89 
from Livingston, MT and big horn sheep before you enter 
Gardiner. Once you are in Gardiner it is not uncommon to 
see mule deer and elk walking through town. Outside of town, 
and before you enter YNP, you may see bison and antelope. 
The antelope herd outside of Gardiner is often studied 
because it is the completion of one of the longest mammal 
migration of any North American mammal. Sadly, the 
antelope’s migration patterns are being disrupted by 
development and may disappear in the near future.  

by Sam & Brenda Fletcher 
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Once you enter YNP, elk and big horn sheep may be observed 
on either side of the road.  However, for several miles the left 
hand side of the road is a protected big horn sheep area. There 
are pull-offs that can be used for picture taking. 

Next is Mammoth Hot Springs, here you should see an 
abundance of elk that are walking and lazing around. Also at 
Mammoth Hot Springs are the Opal Terraces, with walking 
paths that could provide scenic shots. 

After Mammoth you are on the road to Lamar Valley and Cooke 
City. We very seldom go all the way to Cooke City as the 
photographic opportunities dwindle after 30 or so miles where 
the Lamar Valley gets narrower and the trees get closer to the 
road. From this road we have taken close shots of bison, elk, 
coyote and big horn sheep. You will be following Lamar River or 
Soda Butte Creek. Be on the look out for water areas that are 
free of ice and you may see Goldeneyes swimming and diving 
under the ice. Lastly, while you may not have any photographic 
opportunities for wolves, you will see groups of wolf spotters. 
Invariably they will be looking at wolves with spotting scopes. 
They are a friendly group and have little objection to letting you 
view the wolves through their spotting scopes.     
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We usually stay in the area for several days and make the same repeat trip. It is not boring as the animal 
movements vary, new opportunities appear and weather patterns change. Snowshoes and cross country skis 
can be used on trails and offer a good diversion during the middle of the day. Be sure to take snacks/lunch as 
there are no YNP facilities open, except for restrooms. However, Cooke City is a good option for a noon time 
break without returning to Gardiner.  

 

 

 

Hospitality for the October Meeting 
Robin Wilson - Cookies/Snacks 

Randy Copsey -  Beverages 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR OCTOBER! 

For October only—The monthly club photo 
competition ends one week early—on this 
Saturday October 2nd! 

Don't miss the October club meeting where we 
will nominate and elect club officers for 2011! 
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Introducing Our New Editor— 

Lara Hardesty 
For those club members who do not know me already, 
I would like to introduce myself. I am Lara Hardesty 
and I will be working with Chris Frazier to produce the 
club's monthly newsletter. I was raised in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, where as a child my favorite activities 
always involved being out in nature. In college, I took 
two semesters of photography where I learned 
composition and black and white darkroom techniques. 
As digital photography became more mainstream, I 
became a digital shooter for my family snapshots. 
However, I did not merge my love of nature and my 
love of photography until I moved to Denver 5 years 
ago. The amazing number and variety of nature 
photography opportunities that we in Colorado enjoy 
allowed me to discover how much I enjoy the creativity 
and time "out in the field" that nature photography 
provides. With expert teaching from Russ Burden's 
classes, with wonderful trips with Cathy and Gordon 
Illg, with classes and shooting opportunities sponsored 
by NANPA, and with the ongoing education that I 
receive from our Mile High club meetings, my nature 
photography continues to improve. So far, my greatest 
nature photography achievement was the selection of 
my "Ice Dancing Ducks” as a NANPA Showcase image 
last year. Perhaps more importantly, I value the 
friendships that I have made with other nature 
photographers who share my interests. I look forward 
to working with Chris on Mile High's monthly 
newsletter. If you have ideas for the newsletter, please 
speak with me or Chris at a meeting, or forward your 
ideas to us by email. 
 

 

Possible Butterfly Pavilion Club Outing! 
 
The Butterfly Pavilion in Broomfield is offering a possible private field trip for club members one evening this 
fall.  Tripods would be allowed and the cost would be $15.00 per person.  Typically,  this would do be an open 
session starting at either 5pm or 5:30pm and allowing 60 minutes in the conservatory (butterfly and rainforest 
area) where members could come with any equipment they have and photograph butterflies and tropical 
plants. 
We will discuss this at the October meeting and take a poll of the members to see if there is enough interest 
to schedule an event like this.  If you’re unable to attend the October meeting, but are interested in this 
opportunity, please let Chuck Winter know.  Chuck can be reached at  cwinter@mii-rmcc.com  or at             
303-972-2538.  
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Fall Colors in the Upper Arkansas River Valley 
by Matt Schaefer 

Fall colors in Colorado takes on an almost religious following with numerous websites announcing prime 
viewing locations based on reports, weather, and foliage type.  Of course, aspen trees seem to be the 
quintessential species to view and photograph but other species add their own part to the color spectrum we 
enjoy, species like scrub oak, cottonwood, willow, and even smaller specimens like holly and kinnikinnick.  

We all seem to have some favorite haunts we like to check each year.  I’ve found some particularly colorful 
areas around Routt County near Steamboat Springs, along the Peak to Peak Highway between Blackhawk 
and Estes Park and along the upper Arkansas River Valley, between Salida and Leadville.  In this article, I 
want to share some of my favorite areas around Buena Vista.  As always, the peak “season” varies with wind, 
temperature, and moisture.  

Buena Vista (BV to the “in crowd of locals”) anchors 
the northern part of Chaffee County and provides 
easy access to the Collegiate Peaks to the west, the 
Arkansas River north and south, and Trout Creek 
Pass leading to South Park to the east.  North of BV, 
you’ll find Twin Lakes and south of town you’ll find 
Chalk Creek Drive west to St. Elmo at Nathrop.  All of 
these provide views from the expansive to the 
intimate.  I’ll look at a couple of these in some detail 
here.  

The Twin Lakes area is located on CO 82 which 
crosses Independence Pass to Aspen.  There are 
large stands of aspen on the southern side of the lakes which can makes some nice reflected views in the 
lakes as long as the water is calm.  Once you pass the lakes and the small village of Twin Lakes, the road 
winds its way along Lake Creek and starts climbing the pass.  Some aspen stretch up both sides of the valley 

and reach right 
to the roadside 
but turnouts are 
few and far 
between and the 
shoulders are 
narrow so watch 
out for traffic.  
You will also find 
v i e w s  w i t h 
nearby trees and 
grand mountain 
views in the 
background.  

I especially like to find the reddish aspen leaves.  There is a fine line 
between red turning brown (near completion) and red at the prime.  

Watch for interesting smaller species as you wander around.  Lots of 
color can be enjoyed at a smaller scale, as well.  
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Moving south of Buena Vista, go to the small community of Nathrop and turn west on County Road 162, 
Chalk Creek Drive.  This road goes about 15 miles to just beyond the near ghost town of St. Elmo.  Some 

guide books show a road or trail leading across the Continental 
Divide and continuing on to Almont north of Gunnison but I have 
not been beyond St. Elmo to confirm that. 

Along this route, you 
follow Chalk Creek and 
find numerous stands of 
aspen and cottonwood 
with great views of the 
flank of Mt. Princeton 
and the Chalk Cliffs to 
the north.  Some of the 
stands contain some real 
old growth aspen with 
trees reaching 50-75’ tall. 

 

As before, look down 
and around at the ground 
cover as is can delight as 
well as the tall trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Kip Henderson, describing his recent selection by the  
Digital Photo Academy:  

Following one of the Digital Photo Academy classes that I 
took with Russ, all students were asked to submit a picture to 
demonstrate what they had learned or accomplished.  Mine 
was selected as the one that they used for their ad in the 
September issue of Outdoor Photographer (page 33) and 
they named me the "DPA Student of the Month".  I'm just an 
amateur so this was a really nice recognition to be 
"published" like this - my 15 minutes of fame, I guess.   

Congratulations, Kip! 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reddish Egrets by Steve Goodman 
 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Two Unicorns and a Consort by Nancy Stocker 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Circling by Richard Seeley 

September Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife            Judge: Rita Summers 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Galloping Gourmet by Richard Seeley 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Just Cruising by Richard Goluch 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Triple Falls by Dale Fenimore 
 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Wild Ocean Rock by Dale Fenimore 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Rainbows & Approaching Storm by Chris Frazier 

September Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic                Judge: Rita Summers 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Lily Pad Blossom by Roger Kinney 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Colorful Fall Capitol Reef by Brenda Fletcher 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Snarling Tiger by Reed Nelson 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Giraffe Mother &Calf Portrait by Reed Nelson 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 swaJ by Richard Goluch 

September Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled    Judge: Rita Summers 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leap of Faith by Jan Forseth 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Gullible by Bruce Norman 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Southwestern Myotis Over Water  
by James Hager 

September Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife         Judge: Rita Summers 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Latourell Falls by Chris Loffredo 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunset Wave by Bruce Norman 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Paintbrush Patterns by Jan Forseth 

September Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic             Judge: Rita Summers 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mosquito Lake by Sam Fletcher 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bobcat by Fi Rust 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Western Diamondback Rattlesnake by James Hager 

September Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled     Judge: Rita Summers 
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The second, on November 20th, will allow 9 people 
to photograph fall happenings at the Arsenal, 
including mule deer and white-tailed deer during the 
rut. Participants should plan to enter the South Gate 
of Rocky Mountain Arsenal at 6:15 am sharp so that 
all can be in the van by sunrise at 6:49 am (daylight 
savings time ends on Nov 7th). The plan is to drive 
the van around the Arsenal NWR looking for wildlife 
and scenes that catch the photographers' eyes, 
ending at about 10:00 am.  Tripods will be 
permitted. 
 
Preference for both trips will be given to members of 
the Friends of the Front Range Wildlife Refuge in 
the following way: 
 
Jean Tate will time/date stamp all calls to her at 720
-341-9254 (cell) or 303-403-4748. She will then sort 
the calls into member and nonmember lists, and fill 
the slots first from the time/date prioritized members 
list before I look at the time/date prioritized 
nonmembers list. If you are not yet a member of the 
Friends of the Front Range Wildlife Refuges, but 
would like to be, complete the brochure (see next 
page) and send in your time/date postmarked 
application and check to Dr. Jean Tate at 7485 
Quartz Street, Arvada, CO 80007(rather than to the 
address indicated in the brochure). 
 

 

At Our September Meeting 
At our last General Meeting on Wednesday 
9/8/2010, Dr. Jean Tate, Ph.D. introduced us to the 
Friends of the Front Range Wildlife Refuges. Dr. 
Tate, the Friends' President,  informed us that the 
Friends support the activities of the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal 
National Wildlife Refuge and the Rocky Flats 
National Wildlife Refuge.  Dr. Tate discussed the 
photographic opportunities available at the Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal NWR, including the currently 
offered and open to the public photo tours.  Images 
taken by many photographers at the Arsenal over 
the years served as a backdrop to her presentation. 
She then gave an introduction to the Rocky Flats 
NWR, which is not open to the public.  After Dr. 
Tate's presentation, Chuck Winters showed images 
taken by multiple members of the Mile High Club    

at the Arsenal to further demonstrate the potential of 
the Arsenal NWR for nature photography. 
Jean Tate told Mile High Members that the Friends 
of the Front Range Wildlife Refuges have planned 
two unique photo opportunities at the Arsenal NWR 
this fall: 

 
The first, on October 2nd, will take 8 photographers 
in a van into the bison pasture, with Steve 
Berendzen, Refuge Manager, accompanying the 
tour. Participants should plan to enter the South 
Gate of Rocky Mountain Arsenal at 6:30 am sharp 
so that all can be in the van by sunrise at 6:56 am. 
Departure from the bison pasture will be at 
approximately 10:00 am. Tripods will be permitted.  
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of manufacturer.  I found his article on sensor 
cleaning to be very informative and would 
recommend that that everyone who is interested in 
this topic read it (and perhaps bookmark it as a 
reference).  The link is:  

h t t p : / / w w w . b y t h o m . c o m / c l e a n i n g . h t m 
 
Although cleaning your sensor is really not as 
difficult or dangerous as you may think, you are of 
course proceeding at your own risk. 

All paid members are encouraged to attend the 
digital study meetings. The meetings start at 7:15 
PM, normally on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 
Enter through the main entrance, not the doors used 
for accessing the theater, and proceed left to the 
Great Room at TWE.    Bring a notebook and writing 
implement to take your notes!  These meetings are 
a great opportunity to learn something new every 
month. 

Library News from the Lamb’s  
Come by and check out 
the great resources we 
have in the Club 
library.  At the last 
meeting we purchased the 
book,  Colorado Scenic 
Byways with Photographs 
by our speaker last month, 
Jim Steinberg, and text by 
Susan Tweit.  Wow!  What 
a neat book this is for the 
library.  I don’t want to put it out because I’d like to 
reread it, take the roads and trails, and find the 
origins of the gorgeous photos.  The foreword by 
Gov. Bill Ritter is an excellent tribute to our beautiful 
state.  Also, the atlas which is part of the collection 
is an excellent resource.  You will need to add this 
book (books ) to your collection.  Contact me if you 
would like to put a hold on this for the next 
meeting.  I will deliver it to you then.   
 
We also have some excellent donated books about 
foxes, Yellowstone National Park, the Great Plains, 
and several DVD’s of our National Parks.  SO – 
COME AND CHECK US OUT!  See you at the 
September meeting. 
 
 -The Lamb’s  
(Thanks for the great programs, Chuck!)   

Digital Study Meeting Notes: 
Our September meeting featured Match Grun. Mr. 
Grun gave an information-filled presentation on High 
Dynamic Range capture and processing, including 
how the human eye and camera perceive light 
differently and why the camera cannot match the 
human eye; how HDR (High Dynamic Range) 
imaging and photography can help bridge the 
shortcomings between camera and eye. Actual 
examples of post processing photos were 
demonstrated.  Match also brought along books he 
recommends and finished HDR prints.  

BRUCE NORMAN also provides this useful      
follow-up information:  

As part of the MHWPC Digital meeting in August, 
Russ Burden gave a demonstration on sensor 
cleaning.  There was an unresolved question about 
what sensor cleaning fluid should be used on the 
newer cameras with Titanium Oxide coating.  I 
thought it would be worthwhile to research this and 
report back in the newsletter.  The best explanation 
I was able to find was on Thom Hogan's 
website.  The relevant portion is quoted here:  
 
"Nikon currently uses filters that have a special 
additional coating on them (Indium Tin Oxide, or 
ITO for short). This coating is there to help the filter 
"shed" dust more easily (it essentially blocks some 
of the static charge that can build up and attract the 
dust). As with any coating, it is possible to damage 
it, and when you do so, the filter essentially needs to 
be replaced. When ITO first became known, it was 
perceived that an ITO-coated sensor was easier to 
damage than a non-ITO one. In theory, that's 
probably true, but in practice it doesn't appear to 
make any difference. Photographic Solutions 
dropped their special ITO-only cleaning fluid 
and now has gone back to Eclipse as their only 
sensor cleaning solution. Photographic Solutions 
honors their "no sensor damage" guarantee 
regardless of whether you clean a non-ITO or ITO 
filter with Eclipse. " 

 
Thom Hogan only discusses Nikon gear on his site 
but the concepts and tools are the same regardless  



16 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club                               October  2010 Volume. 34, No. 10 

Speaker Workshops and Tours: 
GLENN RANDALL:  
 
2011 Workshops in Rocky Mountain National Park 
 
March 4 (eve) to March 6, 2011 
August 19 (evening) to August 21, 2011 
August 26 (evening) to August 28, 2011 
 
All workshops will be based at the Rocky Mountain 
Nature Association's Field Seminar and 
Conference Center in Estes Park, on the east side 
of Rocky Mountain National Park.  The $200 
workshop fee does not include meals or 
lodging.  These workshops are not 
sequential; the contents of each weekend-long 
workshop will be identical.  For more information on 
the seminars, please contact me at 303 499-3009 or 
glennrandall@glennrandall.com.  To register, please 
visit the Rocky Mountain Nature Association website 
or call 970 586-3262.  

2011 Workshop in Telluride 
 
Glenn will also be teaching one winter landscape 
photography workshop in Telluride from March 25 
(evening) to March 27, 2011.  The $325 workshop 
fee does not include meals or lodging.  For more 
information on this seminar, please contact me as 
noted above. To register, please visit the Ah Haa! 
School for the Arts website or call 970 728-3886. 

 
 
Member Workshops and Tours: 
James Hager Photography -                              
Small Group Photo Safaris 
 
Visit www.JamesHagerPhoto.com, or email 
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com 
  
 
Tanzania in Feb 2011: 15 days of African wildlife 
during the wildebeest birthing season; Ngorongoro 
Crater and Serengeti National Park, Feb 5-19, 2011 
 

Gorillas in Feb 2011: 5 days of photographing 
mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park, 
Rwanda, Feb 19-26, 2011 

Upcoming Programs 
October  Our October meeting will feature a 
presentation by Gordon and Cathy Illg on taking 
great bird photographs.   

November  This month will feature a program on 
Iceland by Steve Goodman.  

December  Meeting format / program to be 
announced.  

January  Our January speaker will be Chris Brown 
(www.ChrisBrownPhotography.com). Chris will 
share a LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY 
PRESENTATION on the Grand Canyon, titled "Path 
of Beauty --Photographic Adventures in the Grand 
Canyon".   
 
February  Glenn Randall will be our speaker this 
month, with a new presentation, “Sunrise from 
14,000 Feet”.  This presentation details Glenn’s 
efforts since 2006 to climb 14,000-foot peaks in the 
dark and shoot sunrise from the summit— 32 shoots 
on 19 peaks so far!  

March and beyond  Meeting format / program to 
be announced—stay tuned!  

Wyoming Wildlife Annual Contest 
Wyoming Wildlife Magazine’s annual photography 
contest is an excellent forum to showcase your 
photo excursions to Wyoming.  The rules and entry 
forms for the 2010 contest have not yet been posted 
on the website, but the 2009 rules are still available 
on the site: 
 
http://gf.state.wy.us/services/publications/index.asp 
 
 
Upcoming John Shaw Seminar 

Location: Denver Airport Marriott at Gateway Park, 
Aurora, Colorado 
Dates/Time: October 16 & 17, 2010, 8:30 AM – 
4:00 PM 
Cost: $160 for one day, $225 for the full weekend 
(add $20 if registering at the door) 
Registration: Call 206-463-5383 or register on-line 
at: http://www.photosafaris.com/main/john-shaw-
photo-seminars-2010/.  
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Member Workshops and Tours 
(continued): 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Or 
Contact Russ at 303-791-9997,                    
rburden@ecentral.com 

2010 Destinations include: 

 Oct. 19 - 24, 2010 Hunts Mesa -          
Aerial perspective of Monument Valley includes 
TWO days in Capital Reef National Park. 

 Nov. 2 - 8, 2010 Bryce Canyon and Zion       
National Parks—Fall Colors  

 Dec. 1 –7, 2010 Bosque Del Apache &           
White Sands National Monument.     

   

Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops: 

The Illg’s can be contacted at:          
Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 or 
gordon@advenphoto.com 
www.advenphoto.com 

2010 Schedule includes: 

 Bryce and Zion National Parks, October 31—
November 5 

 Costa Rica:  The Cloud Forest, November 8 - 17 

 Utah: Arches & Canyonlands National Parks, 
December 12 - 17 

Coming in 2011— 

Switzerland , Berner Oberland  TBA 

Yellowstone National Park, February 2—7 

 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 5 day 
tours and $75.00 discount on all other domestic 
tours. 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
President: Matt Schaefer  

mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882 
Vice-President: Sam Fletcher 
shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 
Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editor:  Chris Frazier & Lara Hardesty 
newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 

Webmaster: James Hager 
http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 
TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 
ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 
Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  
Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 
BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 
Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 
October Meeting 

Wednesday, October 13th 
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

at 
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 
Competition: Wildlife, Scenic, & Open 

September Attendance: Approximately 48 
October Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, October 27th 
7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

 
Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org. 


