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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

Hummingbirds:  We Don’t Need No Stinking Flashes 

I know it's a dangerous thing, using a title with a reference to a Humphrey Bogart movie that is more than 50 
years old. Still, Treasure of the Sierra Madre is a classic, and it's time you people got some culture. 
 
For years, the accepted way to photograph hummingbirds was with a high-speed flash setup that consisted of 
multiple flashes, an artificial background and a flower or two filled with sugar water to lure the birds in. The 
camera is in Manual mode. A small aperture, f16 or smaller, insures that both the flower and the bird are in 
focus, and the artificial background is just a wash of color, so 
distracting elements are non-existent. Shutter speed is 
unimportant, as long as it is fast enough that ambient light 
doesn't register, and slow enough so the camera will sync 
with it - usually between 1/60 to 1/250 of a second. The 
flashes are placed close to the flower so high power and 
short duration, 1/5000 of a second and faster, are possible. 
One of the flashes is pointing at the background, and the 
power is dialed down so the background doesn't overpower 
the subject. 
 
Your shutter speed ends up being the duration of the flash, 
which is extremely fast, fast enough to stop a hummingbird's 
wings in flight. And using a setup like this is still the most 
dependable way to stop all of a hummingbird's movement 

and have all 
the picture 
elements be 
razor sharp. As well as these setups work though, there are 
several reasons why we never got into this type of 
hummingbird photography. 1) I always thought most of the 
resulting images looked a bit sterile with the artificial 
background and the bird frozen in time. 2) I love exploration 
and variety rather than watching birds come in to the same 6-
inch setup for hours at a time. And 3) I'm too lazy to mess 
with a complicated assemblage of flashes and stands unless I 
absolutely have to. Consequently, during the film years we 
pretty much limited ourselves to images of roosting hummers. 

 

by Cathy & Gordon Illg 

(Editor’s Note: This month’s article and photos are courtesy of Cathy & Gordon Illg, reprinted from their 
website at www.advenphoto.com . Take a look at the Illg’s website for interesting photo tours information and 
look at the Photo Tips section for additional photographic techniques and ideas! ) 

We still photograph perching hummingbirds any 
chance we get. Here is a juvenile black-chinned in 

Pima County, AZ 

… And a scintillant in Costa Rica. Both with a 
100-400mm zoom. No flash was used on either 

photograph. 
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There is absolutely nothing wrong with only 
photographing roosting birds. We still do so every 
chance we get. However, digital photography has 
opened the doors of hummingbird flight photography to 
people who are forced to travel light, people who don't 
have a battery of flashes, people who prefer a more 
natural-looking image and last but not least, lazy people. 
With a high ISO and a sunny day, it is quite possible to 
stop a hummingbird's wings without using a flash. There 
is no real trick to it. Just use an ISO of 400 or higher, 
and keep your aperture at f8 or larger. The most 
important thing is the photographer needs to be able to 
focus on a small subject that probably won't stay in one 
place very long. The most important thing is for the 
photographer to be observant and aware of the 
possibilities. 

 
 
In most locations you will not see enough 
hummingbirds to truly concentrate on them unless you 
attract them. And this is one of the good reasons for 
visiting Costa Rica. At some of the lodges, the number 
of different species alone is mind boggling, let alone 
the sheer number of hummingbirds. The most difficult 
thing can be choosing which hummingbird to point 
your lens at. There are so many opportunities in so 
many different situations that there is hardly a lens in 
our packs we haven't used on hummingbirds, and that 
includes macro and wide angle. 
 
Most of the time, photos using a setup will have 
stronger compositions than those relying on 

serendipity. Let's face it. Nature is messy, and if you 
can control the number of picture elements, it's going to 
be easier to compose a strong image. However, as 
messy as Nature is, I also believe it is capable of 
creating compositions more beautiful than anything I 

can create on my own, and I love exploring and immersing myself in these creations. For us the rewards have 
more than made up for having to work harder for strong compositions. 

Male black-chinned at Ocotillo in Pima County, AZ. 
500mm with 2x, no flash and the wings are almost 

stopped. 

Be open to the possibilities. With so many tolerant 
hummingbirds around I tried a 28mm lens to show the 
bird's relationship with its environment. Exposed for 

background, full flash on bird. 

This green-breasted mango kept landing on the balcony 
next to me, so I switched to the 180mm macro and took a 

very tight shot of the bird. No flash. 

Any time you can show what the weather is like, it adds 
interest to the image. Here's a magnificent paying no 

attention to the rain in Costa Rica. No flash. 
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Some photographers maintain you always need at least one flash to show off the iridescence of the feathers. 
Granted, a flash can help, but it is not always necessary. Four of the images in this article were taken with a 
single flash, the rest had no flash.  

 

Photo Opportunity Of Interest : 
On October 16 & 17 Joseph Van Os Photo Safaris (photosafaris.com)—is offering a weekend nature and 
digital photography seminar with renowned photographer John Shaw in Denver.  John will be presenting 
nature photography on Saturday and digital workflow and the digital darkroom on Sunday. We’ve held these 
seminars in numerous cities over the past few years and each one has been very well attended and received.  

Cost: $160 for one day, $225 for the full weekend (add $20 if registering at the door) 

Registration: Call 206-463-5383 or register on-line at: http://www.photosafaris.com/main/john-shaw-photo-
seminars-2010/.  

 Without a setup, hummingbirds often feed in messy habitats making it tough to compose a strong image. With some patience 
and luck though, the bird will move to a better spot. Here's a couple of images of the same white-throated mountain gem in 
Costa Rica. In the first shot, the flowers compete with the subject, but in the second one, they support it. 500mm with 1.4x.   

Fill flash on both. 

Two of my favorite hummingbird images, and it would have been almost impossible for me to construct a setup that would 
have made these images possible. Nature had no trouble with it at all. Juvenile black-chinned at aloe blossoms, Pima County, 

AZ and rufous-tailed at Vervain in Costa Rica. No flash on either  
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One of Gordon & Cathy Illg’s monarch butterfly 
images is being used on the cover of AAA Home & 
Away Magazine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Seeley received the Peoples Choice award 
from the Rockport Art Association, Second Summer 
Show for his photograph: “Whoooo’s Down There?” 

Cathy Illg had an image of foggy redwoods and 
ferns make it  to the finals in the BBC Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year contest. 

Congratulations Fred, Gordon, Richard, and Cathy! 

 

Hospitality for the August Meeting 

Georgia A Hart - Cookies/Snacks 

Lara Hardesty -  Beverages 

Fred Stearns has several pictures being printed in 
Mile High Dog Magazine, a local metro area 
publication. The pictures were taken at the first of 
six classes for the new sport of Treibball, a Northern 
European Dog Sport.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming TWE Fundraiser ! 

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE has an upcoming 
fundraiser event that club members may want to 
consider.  The Boa Ball will be held on October 9th, 
2010, featuring a Cirque Nouveau theme, live & 
silent auction, entertainment and dinner. Together 
with previous events TWE hopes to raise over 
$300,000 to help further the mission to instill respect 
for habitat and wildlife and inspire efforts to 
conserve for generations to come, through 
educational, interactive and entertaining 
experiences.  

 



5 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club                August  2010 Volume. 34, No. 08 

Moose Photography in the Poudre River Area 
Text and photos by Steve and Lois Lake 

Moose are one of our favorite 
subjects to photograph. The North 
Park / Cameron Pass / Upper Poudre 
River area, including Long Draw 
Road, is known as the moose capitol 
of Colorado. Almost every time we go 
to Long Draw Road we see several 
moose. To get there, go to Ft. Collins 
and take CO SH 14 west. The drive 
up the Poudre Canyon is a beautiful 
drive.  It is about 52 miles to the left-
hand turn onto Long Draw Road. 
There is a little wide spot in the road 
here—a good place to stop and get 
your camera ready. Watch for grassy 
meadows and marsh behind the 
timber along the side of the road. 
Always stop at Trap Lake and take a 
little walk down to the lake. On several occasions we have seen the moose feeding in the middle of the lake. 
This is a great spot for a picnic lunch. Continue driving and you will come to Long Draw Reservoir, 11 miles 
from Highway 14. This lake provides an excellent opportunity for some scenic shots. After this stop, continue 
past the reservoir to the end of the road. There is a turnaround with restrooms. Keep your eyes open because 
this is where we found two large bull moose. If at first you don’t see anything, drive the road again. Generally 
the moose start browsing around 3:00 p.m. As we are driving down the road, we generally have our 28-
300mm installed on the camera. When we hike down to Trap Lake we always take the tripod and 150-500mm 
with us. Since this is marsh country, you will need mosquito spray. We generally put on the spray when we 
stop to get our camera ready. Please note that the Forest Service closes this road in the late fall due  to 
snow. I think it is open from July 4 through mid October.  If going later in the season, a ‘Goggle’ search will 
find current information on the road’s status.  If you continue on CO SH 14 over Cameron Pass you will come 
to the Colorado Moose Visitor Center and State Forest State Park just before you get to the town of Gould.  
Ranger Lakes, about four miles east of the Visitor Center, also has moose frequently.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit http://parks.state.co.us/Parks/StateForest/VisitorCenter/Pages/StateForestVisitorCenter.aspx  
for more information.   A map of the area is available at: 
http://maps.google.com/maps?
f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=gould,co&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Gould,+Colorado&ll=40.577847,-
105.829325&spn=0.047915,0.111322&z=14 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Watching Intently by Nancy Nelson 
 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Ant & The Grasshopper by Steve Lake 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Great Grey Owl by Bob West 

July Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                                              Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nursing Swift Fox by  
Bob Stocker 

 

  Honorable Mention 

 

Love Tap by Chuck Summers 

 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lilac-Breasted Roller by  
Nancy Nelson 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Moon Over Red Rocks by Bob Cross 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Fire In The Sky by Jack Davis 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Wave by Bob West 

July Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic           Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sunset of Namibia by Mark Hampton 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lazy Afternoon by Bob Cross 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Nap Time by Lynn Bishop 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Glare by Bob Cross 

July Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled      Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Rufous Resting by Richard Seeley 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Swift Fox Kits by James Hager 
 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Redwing Blackbird by Russ Burden 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Bighorn Ram by James Hager 

July Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife            Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Swift Fox Kits Playing by Fi Rust 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Yellow-Bellied Marmot Babies by Fi Rust 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Serengeti Forest by Rita Summers 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Red Poppy Closeup by Fi Rust 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Dancing Droplets by Reb Babcock 

July Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic          Judge: Matt Schaefer 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Sunset Reflection by Russ Burden 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Grooming Lorikeets by Russ Burden 

 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Moustached by Jan Forseth 

July Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife—Captive or Controlled      Judge: Matt Schaefer 
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Digital Study Meeting 

Our July meeting featured a highly informational 
presentation by Nat Coalson. Mr. Coalson  
demonstrated his digital photography workflow 
using Adobe Lightroom, and explained the new 
features in the recently-released Lightroom 3. He 
covered editing, processing and presenting photos 
with Lightroom and discussed his best-practices 
learned from his extensive experience with the 
Lightroom software and digital photography. There 
was also plenty of time for discussion and Q&A. 
Lightroom has become an essential tool for many 
digital photographers... and this is a presentation 
clearly showed why!   

Our August meeting on the 25th will be a three-part 
Round Robin Presentation.  Part one will be “How to 
photograph using Hyper Focal Distance to maximize 
Depth of Field” by Matt Schaefer.  The second 
subject will cover the required hardware for making 
exquisite panos by Ron Eberhardt.  The third part 
will demonstrate the ins and outs of how to clean 
your image sensor by Russ Burden.  Be sure to 
bring your cameras to follow along and participate. 

All paid members are encouraged to attend the 
digital study meetings. The meetings start at 7:15 
PM, normally on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 
Enter through the main entrance, not the doors used 
for accessing the theater. PLEASE NOTE!: Starting 
in July, the digital study meetings have moved to the 
Great Room at TWE.  This is the room used for the 
club meetings when the theatre has not been 
available. This change in location is to 
accommodate the growth in attendance in the digital 
meetings.  Bring a notebook and writing implement 
to take your notes!  These meetings are a great 
opportunity to learn something new every month. 

 
 

At the Last Meeting 
Our July meeting started earlier than usual, as it 
was time for the club’s annual picnic!  We had a hail 
of a good time—literally—with dinner interrupted by 
a passing hail and rain storm than lasted for about 
20 minutes.  Everyone huddled a bit under the table 
canopies and building eves until the storm passed, 
but otherwise had a good time.  It appeared that we 
had enough food for about twice the people that 
attending, especially desserts.   

After the picnic, Dale Fenimore presented a highly 
entertaining, professional multimedia show featuring 
a variety of outdoor, landscape, and wildlife locales.  
The variety of effects and transitions used really 
added to the visual excitement of  the presentation.  
Dale’s website at FenimorePhotoVideos.com    
provides additional information for anyone 
interested in having such a quality customized slide 
show created.    

Following the presentation, we had our usual 
monthly club photo competition.  

 

Upcoming Programs 

August This month will feature a presentation by 
Jim Steinberg, a professional photographer from 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado. The program will be 
on Colorado Scenic Byways.  See May’s newsletter 
for more information.  

September  Our September meeting will feature a 
program on photo opportunities by Friends of the 
Front Range Wildlife Refuges. Also scheduled:  
IGINW  - “I Got It!  Now What!”, a program on web 
based sources for greeting cards, calendars, and 
photo books.   

October  Our October meeting will feature a 
presentation by Gordon and Cathy Illg on taking 
great bird photographs.   

November  This month will feature a program on 
Iceland by Steve Goodman.  

December  There will not be a club meeting this 
month.  
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 Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops: 

The Illg’s can be contacted at: 

Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 or 

gordon@advenphoto.com 

www.advenphoto.com 

2010 Schedule includes: 

 South Dakota:  Badlands National Park, 
September 19 - 24 

 Colorado: Colorado Color, September 26 -     
October 1 

 Minnesota:  Fall Wildlife, October 4 –7  

 Bryce and Zion National Parks, October 31—
November 5 

 Costa Rica:  The Cloud Forest, November 8 - 17 

 Utah: Arches & Canyonlands National Parks, 
December 12 - 17 

Coming in 2011— 

Switzerland , Berner Oberland  TBA 

Yellowstone National Park, February 2—7 

 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 5 day 
tours and $75.00 discount on all other domestic 
tours. 

 

James Hager Photography -                              
Small Group Photo Safaris 
 
Visit www.JamesHagerPhoto.com, or email 
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com 
  
Bats in Aug 2010: photograph bats in flight in a  
controlled setting, Arizona, Aug 25-29, 2010 

 
Tanzania in Feb 2011: 15 days of African wildlife 
during the wildebeest birthing season; Ngorongoro 
Crater and Serengeti National Park, Feb 5-19, 2011 
 

Gorillas in Feb 2011: 5 days of photographing 
mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park, 
Rwanda, Feb 19-26, 2011 

 

Recent Speaker Workshop: 
Glenn Randall will be teaching landscape 
photography workshops from August 20 (evening) 
to August 22, 2010, and from August 27 (evening) 
to August 29, 2010 in Rocky Mountain National 
Pa rk .   The se  wo rksh op s  a re  no t 
sequential; the contents of each weekend-long 
workshop will be identical.  These workshops will be 
based at the Rocky Mountain Nature Association's 
Field Seminar Center.  The $200 workshop fee does 
not include meals or lodging.  For more information, 
visit the Rocky Mountain Nature Association 
website. 

 

Mile High Travels and Tag Along Trips 
Anyone interested in Mile High Travels or Tag-Along 
Trips can contact Chuck Winter.(303)972-2538, 
cwinter80127@gmail.com, or, cwinter@mii-
rmcc.com.  Future trips can also be submitted to the 
newsletter for inclusion in the next edition.  For short
-notice trips, consider posting a blog on the club 
website! 

SHARE THE FUN—JOIN THE FUN—ENJOY THE 
EXPERIENCE 
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Member Workshops and Tours 
(continued): 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Or 
Contact Russ at 303-791-9997,                    
rburden@ecentral.com 

2010 Destinations include: 

   Sept 24 - Oct 3, 2010   Tetons and Yellowstone 
National Parks in Fall - 10 days 

 Oct. 19 - 24, 2010 Hunts Mesa -          
Aerial perspective of Monument Valley includes 
TWO days in Capital Reef National Park. 

 Nov. 2 - 8, 2010 Bryce Canyon and Zion       
National Parks—Fall Colors  

 Dec. 1 –7, 2010 Bosque Del Apache &           
White Sands National Monument.       

 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
President: Matt Schaefer  

mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882 
Vice-President: Sam Fletcher 
shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 
Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editor:  Chris Frazier 
newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 

Webmaster: James Hager 
http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 

 
TEAM LEADERS 

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Membership: Rita Summers 
ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 

Competition: Russ Burden 
Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  
Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 
BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 
Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 
August Meeting 

Wednesday, August 11th 
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

at 
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 
Competition: Wildlife, Scenic, & Open 

July Attendance: Approximately 46 
August Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, August 25th 
7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

 
Please send your articles and input to 

newsletter@mhwpc.org. 


