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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 

Local Photography—Douglas County 

Douglas County, the southernmost county in the Denver Metro area, has a great deal to offer photographers.  
The county covers a cross-section of the Front Range from the eastern plains to the first ridgelines of the 
Rocky Mountains on its western boundary, and from the suburbs of Denver to Monument Hill, the northern 
edge of Colorado Springs. 

Let’s start in Parker, my hometown.  The Cherry Creek Trail 
runs the full length of the town –and more – running from 
Castlewood Canyon State Park to Cherry Creek State Park.  
Cherry Creek provides a small corridor for wildlife, with 
cottonwood and other trees lining its banks most of the time. 
Especially in the evenings, it’s not unusual to see deer, 
rabbits, various birds, and the occasional coyote or owl when 
walking the trail.  Two better sections of the trail are north of 
Cottonwood Drive and the area around Main Street.  
Downtown Parker, such as it is, has some interesting 

historical buildings to 
photograph as well. 

East of Parker is relatively flat rolling hills, mostly filled with small 
ranches.  It’s interesting to drive around, getting pictures of the 
countryside, cows, horses, and alpaca.  Immediately east of Parker via 
Main Street, there’s even a couple bison. 

About 20 minutes south of Parker via Hwy 83 is Castlewood Canyon 
State Park, one of three state parks in the county.  Castlewood’s main 
entrance is off the highway south of Franktown.  Castlewood provides 
lots of canyon views, views as Cherry Creek winds its way northward, 
interesting plant life, some historical structures, and wildlife.  For me, 
though, the better part of the park is the northern entrance, just west of 
Franktown.  This part of the park is accessed via a well-maintained dirt 

(Editor’s Note:  One thing that frequently strikes me about the area where we live is the abundant scenic and 
photogenic locales in our own backyards.  To a large extent, we don’t have to travel to other continents or 
states to build a decent portfolio – remember, a lot of other people come HERE, to Colorado, to see what we 
can see any day or weekend we want.  With that in mind, here is the first in what could become a recurring 
series – describing the photo opportunities in the Denver metro area.  I live in Parker, so this month’s article 
deals with Douglas County – my back yard.  There are places in nearby counties, such as Belmar Lake and 
Prospect Park where I have not been, that regularly produce competition-winning photographs by club 
members.  What treasures exist in your back yard?  Please consider writing an article about the county where 
you live to share with members in a future month.) 
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road, with several parking areas available to go exploring.  The road goes through the park, and continues 
through private property.  The valley immediately south of the park was mentioned in the April newsletter by 
Sam and Brenda Fletcher as a great area for bird photography, with birdhouses set up on many fence posts 
along the Winkler Ranch section of road.  I’ve seen plenty of deer and some elk in this area as well. 

At the end of Castlewood Canyon Road, it’s an easy 
two mile drive east back to Highway 83.  A more 
interesting alternative, however, is to turn right, go 
about one half a mile, and turn south on Garton 
Road. Take this until it intersects Upper Lake Gulch 
Road, and you can travel west back to Highway 25 
just north of Larkspur.  You will travel through some 
interesting ranch country, and can find a couple 
photogenic barns on the way.  About 5 miles before 
Highway 25, you will come across a wonderful view 
to the south, encompassing the Greenland Ranch 
area with Pike’s Peak in the background.  This locale 
is noted in John Fielder’s “Best Of Colorado” – a 
book I would recommend as essential to have for 
seriously exploring Colorado from a photographer’s 
point of view.  West of Larkspur, Perry Park Road, 
another entry in John Fielder’s book, provides a 
more scenic way back north than taking 1-25.  Perry 
Park Road has quite a few barns and horse ranches. 

Chatfield State Park, the second of the three state 
parks, is on the western border with Jefferson 
County.  Chatfield has a botanical gardens area, and 
provides another suburban refuge for wildlife.  
Daniels Park, immediately south of Highlands Ranch 
on the ridge separating the metro area from Castle 
Rock, is another place worth exploring, although 
some of the park was burned a few years ago. 

The gem of Douglas County’s three state parks is, in 
my opinion, Roxborough State Park.  Located south 
and slightly west of Chatfield, it contains red rock 
formations similar to Garden of the Gods to the 
south, or Red Rocks Amphitheatre to the north.  It’s a 
great place to be at dawn or early morning, and the 
different seasons provide a completely different feel 
each time.  The most popular view is from the Lyons 
Overlook, although I’ve found walking just a short 
distance south of the overlook provides a good spot 
for photography. A variety of wildlife can be seen in 
the park as well – especially on weekdays or off-
season when the park is less crowded. 

East of Roxborough is the small town of Sedalia.  
Taking Highway 67 south out of town provides two 
different ways to access the western extreme of  
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Douglas County.  The first route is to turn onto 
Rampart Range Road at the summit of Highway 
67.  This dirt road travels something like 50 miles 
along the ridgelines, providing various views of 
the plains to the east and multiple ridgelines to 
the west.  Farther south, Pikes Peak can also be 
photographed from this road.  Rampart Range 
Road will take you clear to Woodland Park if you 
want to make a day of it, or go as far south as 
your time allows.  ATV campers use the areas 
adjacent to the road in the northern part of the 
road, so be prepared for ATV traffic. 

If you are feeling up to a hike, the Devils Head 
fire lookout can be accessed from Rampart 

Range Road as well.  The hike from the trailhead to the 
lookout is definitely an uphill climb, so be prepared, but 
the hike offers some great scenery and a chance to see 
one of the last remaining active fire lookouts.  There’s 
something like 200 steps up to the lookout itself once 
you’ve finished that uphill hike to get there, but the view 
from the top is something to see. 

If you drive past the Rampart Range Road turnoff, the 
second way to see far western Douglas County is by 
descending one of two well-maintained dirt roads to the 
South Platte River.  The river forms the border here 
between Jefferson and Douglas Counties.  This section 
of the river offers some nice scenery, camping, and 
fishing.  You can return the way you came, or go north to 

Highway 285, or south via Deckers to Woodland 
Park.  Choosing to stay along the river a while 
lets you check out a variety of views. 

Further information regarding the three state 
parks can be found at the Colorado State Parks  
website at http://www.parks.state.co.us.  More 
can found regarding Douglas County Parks and 
Trails at http://www.douglas.co.us/parksandtrails/
index.html.  For additional information on other 
locales in this article, go to Google.com. 

 

 

JULY MEETING REMINDER! - It’s time for the club picnic.  Start time is 6:00 PM—Come when 
you can.  The club is providing chicken and drinks.  Please bring plates and utensils, plus a dish to 
share.  The regular meeting will follow after the picnic.   
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Richard Seeley’s images “Lynx Love” and “Under 
Mom’s Wing” have been accepted into the “In The 
Wild” national juried show at the Vermont Photo 
Space, Essex Junction, Vermont. The show runs 
July 11th through Aug 6th. 

 

Carolyn Derrington-Tate has two photographs (not 
pictured),  "Wild Mt. Mama--Rwanda"  and "Autumn 
Quakies--Colorado", that were  selected to hang as 
a part of a six-month art/photography exhibit 
at  Englewood's Hampden Hall, the Concert Hall at 
the Englewood City  Center.  The current exhibit 
runs through October. 

Tammy Hammond has an image printed in Digital 
Photo magazine, her first published image! 

Check out page 57 of the July/August  2010 issue of 
Digital Photo magazine.  Tammy Hammond has an 
image featured on a full page Digital Photo 
Academy ad that announces her as the winner of 
the "Student of the Month" award. This same image, 
bee focused,  was part of a twelve-image national 
touring exhibit sponsored by DPA in 2009. 

The Wildlife Experience Fundraisers 
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE has two upcoming 
fundraiser events that club members may want to 
consider.  The Wildlife Cup will be held July 26, at 
the ever impressive Sanctuary Golf Course, this 27 
hole tournament is one of a kind. The Boa Ball, will 
be held on October 9th, 2010, featuring a Cirque 
Nouveau theme, live & silent auction, entertainment 
and dinner. Together with these events TWE hopes 
to raise over $300,000 to help further the mission to 
instill respect for habitat and wildlife and inspire 
efforts to conserve for generations to come, through 
educational, interactive and entertaining 
experiences.  
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Digital Study Meeting 

Our June meeting featured an information-packed 
presentation by Bruce Norman—“How to Create 
Your Own Website”. Bruce Norman demonstrated 
the basic ins and outs of how to create a gallery 
centric web site, and provided lots of information on 
various web sites, hosts, and tools available to 
those wanting to try building a web site themselves.  

Nat Coalson will demonstrate his digital 
photography workflow using Adobe Lightroom, and 
will introduce the new features in the recently-
released Lightroom 3. He will cover editing, 
processing and presenting photos with Lightroom 
and will discuss best-practices in modern digital 
photography. There will be plenty of time for 
discussion and Q&A. Lightroom has become an 
essential tool for many digital photographers... and 
this is a presentation you won't want to miss! 

All paid members are encouraged to attend the 
digital study meetings. The meetings start at 7:15 
PM, normally on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 
Enter through the main entrance, not the doors used 
for accessing the theater. PLEASE NOTE!: Starting 
in July, the digital study meetings will move to the 
Great Room at TWE.  This is the room used for the 
club meetings when the theatre has not been 
available. This change in location is to 
accommodate the growth in attendance in the digital 
meetings.  Bring a notebook and writing implement 
to take your notes!  These meetings are a great 
opportunity to learn something new every month. 

 

Adobe Photoshop CS5 IS RELEASED! 
All PSA (Photographic Society of America) 
members are eligible to receive 15% discount. Go to 
PSA website; www.psa-photo.org.  

Click PSA Membership on the right. Click on 
Member Login and Login. 

This will bring you to "PSA Members Only" page. 

Click on "Adobe Software-15% Discount". 

Here you will find a special link to Adobe, a 
validation number and a code.  

Library News from the Lamb’s  
The warm weather has arrived 
and along with it comes many 
opportunities for new and 
unusual photos.  How about 
some bear pictures??  Maybe 
you can catch all of the 
beautiful wildflowers peeking 
out from under their blankets 
of snow on Trail Ridge 
Road.  You might be attending some beautiful 
mountain weddings or maybe some by the 
seashore.  Don’6t forget that the library has some 
great books, DVD’s, and older videos of some of 
those places with new ideas for great pics.  So. 
Come and check us out.  Here are a couple of my 
favorites for this month – How to Photograph 
Landscapes by Joseph Lange – donated by Charlie 
and Rita Summers.  It has beautiful pictures and 
techniques that you can use to enhance your 
landscape photographs.  Another book, which we 
purchased from it’s author is Wildflowers of 
Colorado Field Guide by Dan Mammoser and Stan 
Tekiela It highlights the growing zones and specific 
wildflowers in our gorgeous mountains.  It would be 
great to take with you on a shoot to Telluride, Lake 
City, etc. Also, don’t forget that we have a copy of 
Capture MY Colorado – you can spend hours 
checking out the websites of all of the 
photographers highlighted in this book, including 
Rich Seeley, now a contributing member of our club. 

If you have any books out that I have not seen in a 
while please call and let me know or return them at 
the next meeting.  I would really appreciate it.  So, 
stop by the table and CHECK US OUT THIS 
SUMMER!. 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Have Mercy On Me, Please!  by Richard Goluch 
 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Takeoff by Lara Hardesty 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Ready For Action by Nancy Stocker 

June Club Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife                  Judge: Chuck Winter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

American Avocet Courtship by 
Tammy Hammond 

  Honorable Mention 

 

Zebras In Action by Nancy Nelson 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Big Eyes by Richard Goluch 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bear Lake by Bob Cross 
 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Black-Eyed Susan by Matt Schaefer 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Lupine & Mt Moran At Sunrise by Reed Nelson 

June Club Competition Results 
Category: Scenic             Judge: Chuck Winter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Twin Halos by Roger Kinney 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Magical Tree by Fred Stearns 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Reflection by Roger Kinney 
 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Tree Swallow Babies by Lois Lake 

June Club Competition Results 
Category: Open          Judge: Chuck Winter 
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Red Fox and Squirrel by Russ Burden 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Broad-Billed Hummingbird by Jan Forseth 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Great Egret Trio by Fi Rust 

June Masters Competition Results 
Category: Wildlife           Judge: Chuck Winter 

  Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Basking Roadrunner by Sam Fletcher 
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  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastel Sunset by Russ Burden 

  Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Organ by James Hager 

June Masters Competition Results 
Category: Scenic             Judge: Chuck Winter 

  Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Prairie Wild Onion by James Hager 
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Photo Opportunities Of Interest  
On October 16 & 17 Joseph Van Os Photo Safaris (photosafaris.com)—is offering a weekend nature and 
digital photography seminar with renowned photographer John Shaw in Denver.  John will be presenting na-
ture photography on Saturday and digital workflow and the digital darkroom on Sunday. We’ve held these 
seminars in numerous cities over the past few years and each one has been very well attended and received.  

Location: Denver Airport Marriott at Gateway Park, Aurora, Colorado 

Dates/Time: October 16 & 17, 2010, 8:30 AM – 4 PM 

Cost: $160 for one day, $225 for the full weekend (add $20 if registering at the door) 

Registration: Call 206-463-5383 or register on-line at: http://www.photosafaris.com/main/john-shaw-photo-
seminars-2010/.  

 

  First Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Reflected Flight by Russ Burden 

 

June Masters Competition Results 
Category: Open                  Judge: Chuck Winter 
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center and what club member might expect during a 
visit.  Both the speaker and the website indicate fall 
and winter are especially good times to visit the 
center, as the wolves’ coats are full and the 
landscape is at its most photogenic. 

The Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center is located 
west of Colorado Springs near Divide.  From 
Colorado Springs, go west for about 26 miles on 
highway 24, through Woodland Park, to Divide.  The 
center is 1 ½ miles west of Divide off highway 24 on 
Twin Rocks Road.  If interested in making a 
photography day that includes the center, Mueller 
State Park and the Florissant Fossil Beds National 
Monument are also in the area.  Garden of the 
Gods,  Cheyenne Mountain State Park, and Palmer 
Park back in Colorado Springs make excellent 
photography destinations, and Rampart Range 
Road out of Woodland Park is an alternate route for 
the more adventurous. 

Additional information is available at the center’s 
website at www.wolfeducation.org 
 
Other items discussed at the meeting included a 
recommendation to visit the Colorado Prairie 
Wildlife Photo Trail (www.PrairieWildlife.net), by one 
of our members that recently visited the area.  Both 
the March 2010 and March 2009 club newsletters 
include information on this tour and the Karval, 
Colorado area.  Bob and Nancy Stocker are also a 
resource for information on this photographic 
opportunity.    
 
Also mentioned was The Wildlife Experience will 
start displaying the club’s photographs sometime 
around August – more details to follow. 
 

At the Last Meeting 
Our June meeting speaker was Casey Bradley 
Gent , owner of Snowshoe Photography in Colorado 
Springs, representing the Colorado Wolf and 
Wildlife Center.  The Colorado Wolf and Wildlife 
Center, located a short distance from the town of 
Divide, is a sanctuary providing an exceptional 
habitat for the rescued wolves in their care.  The 
center provides educational  opportunities and tours 
to people interested in seeing wolves up close and 
learning more about the various species living there.  
The center provides refuge for Arctic Wolves, 
Timber Wolves, and Mexican Grey Wolves.  In 
addition, coyotes, swift foxes, and red foxes are also 
housed at the center. 

Ms. Gent explained that, for photographers, a 
variety of opportunities exist to photograph the 
animals at the Colorado Wolf & Wildlife Center.  The 
standard tour is priced at $10.00 for adults and 
$7.00 for children.  This tour is 60-75 minutes long 
and allows visitors to see the animals and learn 
about them via the guided tour.  A second option 
available is the VIP tour, which includes the 
standard tour plus an additional one half hour inside 
one of the wolf enclosures, getting ‘up close and 
personal’.  This tour is priced at $150.00 for the first 
two people and an additional $50.00 for each 
additional person, up to six, per the website.  Ms. 
Gent also indicated a single individual can take the 
VIP tour for a $100.00 price. 

For both the above tours, no tripods and no lenses 
greater than 70mm are allowed at any time.  Also, 
guests are required to sign a photography release 
and photos cannot be used for professional or 
commercial use. 

For photographers, the center also offers a Private 
Photo Tour.  This tour allows photographers access 
to the many wolves and animals at the center, 
subject to the availability of the animals on a 
particular day.  Reservations must be made in 
advance and are limited.  Photographs taken during 
these sessions may be used commercially.  The 
center asks for a fee of $450.00 per one hour for 
photographic sessions. 

Ms. Gent took a variety of questions from the 
members as well, explaining many details of the  
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Member Trips and Outings—May/June 
Russ Burden— Photo taken at sunrise on May 16th 
at Belmar Park in Lakewood: 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Frazier—Photo taken at sunset on May 20th 
at Grand Canyon National Park: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russ Burden—The reflected cormorant was made 
at Sterne Park on a day I was teaching an Outdoor 
Portrait workshop for the Digital Photo Academy. I 
used the moment to instruct the participants that the 
light falling on an animal is to be used the same way 
light falls on a person  

Upcoming Programs 

July  The MHWPC will have it’s Annual Club Picnic 
starting at 6:00PM.  After the picnic we will move to 
the auditorium where Dale Fenimore will present a 
short multimedia program before we begin the 
regular monthly competition.  

August This month will feature a presentation by 
Jim Steinberg, a professional photographer from 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado. The program will be 
on Colorado Scenic Byways.  See May’s newsletter 
for more information.  

September  Our September meeting will feature a 
program on photo opportunities by Friends of the 
Front Range Wildlife Refuges. Also scheduled:  
IGINW  - “I Got It!  Now What!”, a program on web 
based sources for greeting cards, calendars, and 
photo books.   

October  Our October meeting will feature a 
presentation by Gordon and Cathy Illg on taking 
great bird photographs.   

November  This month will feature a program on 
Iceland by Steve Goodman.  

December  The program is TBD. 

 

 
 

Chris Frazier—Photo taken on June 7th at El 
Dorado Canyon State Park: 
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 Member Workshops and Tours: 

Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops: 

The Illg’s can be contacted at: 

Adventure Photography 303 237-7086 or 

gordon@advenphoto.com 

www.advenphoto.com 

2010 Schedule includes: 

 Colorado:  Rocky Mountain High, July 18 - 23 

 South Dakota:  Badlands National Park, 
September 19 - 24 

 Colorado: Colorado Color, September 26 -     
October 1 

 Minnesota:  Fall Wildlife, October 4 –7  

 Bryce and Zion National Parks, October 31—
November 5 

 Costa Rica:  The Cloud Forest, November 8 - 17 

 Utah: Arches & Canyonlands National Parks, 
December 12 - 17 

Coming in 2011— 

Switzerland , Berner Oberland  TBA 

Yellowstone National Park, February 2—7 

 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 5 day 
tours and $75.00 discount on all other domestic 
tours. 

 

James Hager Photography -                              
Small Group Photo Safaris 
 
Visit www.JamesHagerPhoto.com, or email 
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com 
  
Bats in Aug 2010: photograph bats in flight in a  
controlled setting, Arizona, Aug 25-29, 2010 

 
Tanzania in Feb 2011: 15 days of African wildlife 
during the wildebeest birthing season; Ngorongoro 
Crater and Serengeti National Park, Feb 5-19, 2011 
 

Gorillas in Feb 2011: 5 days of photographing 
mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park, 
Rwanda, Feb 19-26, 2011 

 

Recent Speaker Workshop: 
Glenn Randall will be teaching landscape 
photography workshops from August 20 (evening) 
to August 22, 2010, and from August 27 (evening) 
to August 29, 2010 in Rocky Mountain National 
Pa rk .   The se  wo rksh op s  a re  no t 
sequential; the contents of each weekend-long 
workshop will be identical.  These workshops will be 
based at the Rocky Mountain Nature Association's 
Field Seminar Center.  The $200 workshop fee does 
not include meals or lodging.  For more information, 
visit the Rocky Mountain Nature Association 
website. 

 

Mile High Travels and Tag Along Trips 
Anyone interested in Mile High Travels or Tag-Along 
Trips can contact Chuck Winter.(303)972-2538, 
cwinter80127@gmail.com, or, cwinter@mii-
rmcc.com.  Future trips can also be submitted to the 
newsletter for inclusion in the next edition.  For short
-notice trips, consider posting a blog on the club 
website! 

SHARE THE FUN—JOIN THE FUN—ENJOY THE 
EXPERIENCE 
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Member Workshops and Tours 
(continued): 

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours: 

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Or 
Contact Russ at 303-791-9997,                    
rburden@ecentral.com 

2010 Destinations include: 

   Sept 24 - Oct 3, 2010   Tetons and Yellowstone 
National Parks in Fall - 10 days 

 Oct. 19 - 24, 2010 Hunts Mesa -          
Aerial perspective of Monument Valley includes 
TWO days in Capital Reef National Park. 

 Nov. 2 - 8, 2010 Bryce Canyon and Zion       
National Parks—Fall Colors  

 Dec. 1 –7, 2010 Bosque Del Apache &           
White Sands National Monument.       

 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
President: Matt Schaefer  

mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882 
Vice-President: Sam Fletcher 
shjjf@aol.com 303-688-5107 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 
Patrick@devereauxphoto.com 303-717-2436 

Newsletter Editor:  
Chris Frazier 

newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-356-2399 
Webmaster: James Hager 

http://www.mhwpc.org webmaster@mhwpc.org 
 

TEAM LEADERS 
Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 
Membership: Rita Summers 

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355 
Special Programs/Field Trips: Chuck Winter 

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538 
Competition: Russ Burden 

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo 
Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:  

Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 
Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056 

Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933 
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

 
BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Rita Summers •  Russ Burden 
Chuck Winter •  Chris Loffredo •  Ron Eberhart 

 
July Meeting 

Wednesday, July 14th 
6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  ( EARLY START—CLUB PICNIC )  

at 
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 
Competition: Wildlife, Scenic, & Wildlife CC 

June Attendance: Approximately 54 
July Digital Training Meeting 

Wednesday, July 28rd 
7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

Please send your articles and input to 
newsletter@mhwpc.org. 


