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Cathy’s Critical 
Competition Checklist

The following list of questions can be a 
helpful introductory guide to use when 
trying to decide which photos to enter 
into a photo competition.  While it is in no 
way fully inclusive of all the things that 
judges or photographers look at, it is a 
great starting place for evaluating your 
own photos.

Are the most important elements of my photo - sharp and in focus?  (For animals and people 
this is usually the eyes.) If I am going for an artistic effect blur, does it work, or just look like an 
out of focus photo?

Did I use a - depth of field (DOF) that adds to the picture?  Too shallow of a DOF leaves critical 
elements out of focus and too much DOF can make the background distracting and overly busy.  
Could I crop out elements in the foreground or background that are distracting to the eye?

Does my photo have a - center of interest so that when I look at it my eyes know what they are 
looking at and for?  Do my eyes follow a certain path in the photo (good) or wander aimlessly 
(not good)?  Are my eyes distracted by something in the photo that is not the primary center of 
interest (and could it be cropped out)?

Does my subject matter mostly - fill the frame?  If not, do the background elements add to the 
photo’s story?  Can I crop the photo to make it stronger?

Is my photo's - composition interesting?  For animals, did I leave enough space in front of 
my subject matter and avoid chopping off their limbs/wings?  Would my photo be stronger if I 
cropped it to use the “rule of thirds”?  Will it be a better photo if I change the orientation (vertical 
to horizontal or vice versa) by cropping?
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Is my photo - properly exposed?  Do the lightest areas of the photo still have enough detail 
or are they “blown out”?  Do the shadows have some detail too?  Does the background have 
extreme “hot spots” that distract from the subject (if it does use the ‘burn’ tool to make them 
less distracting)?

Does my photo - use the whole spectrum from dark to light?  Can it be improved by adjusting 
the curves or levels to use the entire histogram scale?  

Does - the lighting in my image help the photo?  Is it flat and boring or dramatic and exciting?  
Does it create a mood or feeling to the photo?  Typically for landscape photos mid-day photos 
are not favored because the lighting is harsh and not as interesting as early or late in the day.

Do my colors pop-  or look flat?    Can increasing the saturation improve the photo?  Did I push 
the saturation so far that my photo looks unnatural?  Does my photo have any weird color 
casts?

Is my horizon line level?- 

Can I - improve my photo with some post processing (PP) while avoiding moving it to 
the creative category?  Some acceptable PP includes cropping, increasing color saturation, 
lightening shadows or darkening highlights, and adjusting the contrast.  

What makes this photo special- ?  What aspects set this individual photo apart from others on 
the same subject?  Does it have a unique viewpoint? Exceptional Lighting?  Special Background?  
Perfect timing?  Tell a story?  Create an emotional response within the viewer?

_

_

_

_

_

_
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At The Last Meeting…

Election of 2009 Officers.

President: Matt Schaefer
Vice President: Sam Fletcher
Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux
 
Members voted to amend the club's articles 
of association so that the two year term limit 
on officers only applies to the positions of 
President and Vice President.
 
Reminder that DUES are due in JANUARY.

TWE is planning for MHWPC to do another 
exhibit in 2009. Details will be worked out in 
the future.

Guest presenter, Aaron Bible, talked about 
the Business of Photography. His knowledge 
covered many informative topics including 
finding your personal "niche", researching your 
market thoroughly, getting works published, and 
designing a portfolio - inclusive of a website. 

Of Interest...

Epson Print Academy 
Grand Hyatt Denver
Saturday, April 25th, 2008 
http://www.epson.com/cgi-bin/Store/
PrintAcademy/pa_home.jsp..
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Of Interest... continued

Braggin Rights...

Reb Babcock and Chris Loffredo each have an 
image in the finals of the Outdoor Photographer 
Magazine Nature's Colors photo contest.There 
were over 8,600 entries and 100 finalists were 
selected by the Editors. The finals are currently 
online for public voting.
To see all the finalists and vote for your favorite 
visit:
http://www2.outdoorphotographer.com/colors/
finalists_gallery.php

American Kestrel
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Barrow’s Goldeneye
Bewick’s Wren
Black-backed Woodpecker
Black-billed Cuckoo
Black-chinned Hummingbird
Blue Jay
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Boreal Owl
Bufflehead
Bushtit
Canyon Wren
Cassin's Sparrow
Chestnut-collared Longspur
Chimney Swift
Cliff Swallow
Common Poorwill
Common Raven
Common Redpoll
Cordilleran Flycatcher
Dark-eyed Junco
Dusky Flycatcher
Field Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Gray Flycatcher
Great-tailed Grackle
Hammond's Flycatcher
House Wren
Juniper Titmouse

Lapland Longspur
Lesser Scaup
Lewis’s Woodpecker
Lincoln’s Sparrow
MacGillivray’s Warbler
McCown’s Longspur
Northern Goshawk
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Ovenbird
Pinyon Jay
Plumbeous Vireo
Prairie Falcon
Red-winged Blackbird
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Sage Sparrow
Short-eared Owl
Snow Bunting
Song Sparrow
Swainson’s Hawk
Trumpeter Swan
Violet-green Swallow
Virginia’s Warbler
Western Grebe
Western Wood-Pewee
White-throated Swift
Willet
Willow Flycatcher
Wood Duck
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-breasted Chat
Yellow-rumped Warbler

In March 2005, we began work on Birds of Wyoming, 
updating the status, distribution, and conservation issues 
of Wyoming’s avifauna. Such a comprehensive book has 
not been published since 1939 and will be the first to 
include habitat-based GIS maps. The format will be similar 
to other recent state-based books. The text will begin 
with three introductory chapters: history of ornithology 
in Wyoming by Jane Dorn; vegetation and landscapes 
of Wyoming by Bob Dorn; and avian conservation in 
Wyoming by Bob Oakleaf, Andrea Orabona, and Alison 
Lyon-Holloran. These chapters will be followed by one-
page individual species accounts (status, taxonomy, 
distribution, and conservation issues) and will feature a 
photo of all common species. Scott Gillihan will produce 
distribution maps of all bird species regularly found in the 
state. These maps will extend 1° latitude and longitude 
outside of the state so that a species’ (and possibly 
subspecies) distribution in Wyoming can be more easily 
put into context on a regional scale (Wyoming supports 
populations of many species at their eastern, western, 
northern, or southern limits).

The final product will provide an up-to-date summary 
and compilation of the birds of Wyoming that we believe 
will be a tremendous resource. Our intent is to provide 
information that will be useful to a wide range of professional 

A Birders Resource Book for the Rocky Mountain 
region, specifically Wyoming, is currently being 
compiled and images of the following species 
are needed: 

Non-action shots preferred; For dimorphic species, i.e. 
Mallard or Wood Duck, images of males over females 
are preferred; prefer photos of birds taken in the Rocky 
Mountain region to avoid problems with subspecies 
identification and exotic plant species that might show in 
the photo, like a palm tree.
 
Photos will be about 3x4 inches in size in the book, so the 
birds need to be the main focus of the photo. Final format 
should be in TIFF at 300 dpi.

Monetary compensation not offered, but contributors are 
welcome to provide a short biographical sketch and 
include website or other contact information.

Contact: Doug Faulkner  pomjaeger@aol.com

disciplines and amateur birders. Governmental land 
managers and out-of-state birders alike will have easily 
accessible information (and literature references in most 
cases) for every species known to have occurred in the 
state.

Work and publication of this book is funded through 
the Robert Berry Conservation Chair Endowment at the 
University of Wyoming. The author, Doug Faulkner, will 
not receive proceeds from the sale of this book. Proceeds 
will return to the Endowment to partially recoup publication 
expenses and to further promote wildlife conservation 
studies.

– Doug Faulkner
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If you are interested in participating or are able 
to lead one of these trips, please contact Chuck 
Winter, (303)972-2538 or (303)226-1895. 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com

Rocky Mountain National Park
Big Horn Sheep Rut
December 20

Upcoming Programs...             

December:

Holiday Potluck

Doors open at 6:00 PM. Dinner at 6:30.

The club will provide: Main dish (ham and turkey), 
pop, plates, napkins, glasses, silverware.

Members to bring a dish to share (appetizer, 
salad, side dish, or desert).

2009

January:

Craig Lewis 
Lightroom 2.0 presentation

February:

Denver Digital Imaging
Working With Your Photo Lab

March:

Russ Burden, Bruce Norman, and Colin 
McKenna
High Dynamic Range

April

Russ Burden
"America's Natural Wonders"
Program will cover wildlife and scenic locations 
that are popular photographer destinations as 
well as shooting fascinating subjects locally.

May
Glenn Randall 
"Colorado Wild & Beautiful"
Program will show images from Randall's two 
books Colorado Wild & Beautiful and Rocky 
Mountain National Park Impressions. He will 
describe techniques used for best-selling images, 
offer tips on scouting great locations, and finding 
beautiful light by understanding atmospheric 
optics and controlling high-dynamic-range 
scenes. Glenn Randall has sold over 10,000 
prints of his landscape images

FIELD TRIPS ProsPect Park

More Braggin Rights...

Frank Weston has recently published a book, 
Colorado State Parks and Natural Areas 
(Westcliffe Publishing).
If you find Frank's book listed as out-of-stock on various 
websites it may be because the book is still in the process 
of being delivered from the printer.
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November Competition Results
Judge: Chuck Winter

Zebras Fighting
Carolyn Derrington-Tate

Alaska Range at Toklat Denali 
Dale Fenimore

Pronghorn Pair Running
Rita Summers

2nd Flower Landing Dick York

3rd Mountain Gorilla and Baby Carolyn Derrington-Tate

HM Western Bluebird Wings 
Spread

Chuck Summers

HM Lilac Breasted Roller Jack Davis

HM Lounging Goats Cathy Sheeter

2nd Mom and Baby Marmots Fi Rust

3rd Impala Looking at Oxpecker Rita Summers

HM Prairie Dog Charlie Summers

2nd POW! Dick York

3rd Retro Zebra Cathy Sheeter

HM Lake Powell Nick Burden

Club Members: Open

1 s t  P L A C E

Club Members: Wildlife

1 s t  P L A C E
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Masters: Wildlife

1 s t  P L A C E

Aspen Water Patterns 
Reb Babcock

2nd Cheetah with Rough Pastels Rita Summers

3rd Wood Duck on Fire Bruce Norman
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Jonathan and Eric Krohn

1. What drew you to nature/wildlife 
photography? When? 
Eric: My recollection is that I was not interested 
up until probably the end of 1974 or January of 
1975 when my parents and I went to Kenya and 
Tanzania. We were living in Turkey where my 
father worked at that time. We bought camera 
gear for the trip and it was then that my father 
and I were first exposed to a variety of lenses.  
I was outfitted for the trip with an old Petri and 
that was it for me. We spent three weeks there, 
touring, and I took a lot of pictures – as much 
film as I had. So, I’ve been doing it off and on 
since then.

Jonathan (age 14): I’ve been mildly interested 
for several years, but within the past one or two 
years I’ve gotten more interested in wildlife and 
trying to figure out how to get a good picture,  
not just a picture. One of things drawing me 
into wildlife photography is my interest in bugs, 
butterflies, and caterpillars at different stages in 
their development. 

2. What piece of camera gear is next on your 
wish list?
Eric: We use two digital cameras. It’s been three 
or four years since I touched film. We started 
with a Coolpix 995, swivel body, which does 
some macro-focusing which is  useful for a lot 
of Jonathan’s work, because he needs to get 
close. 

Jonathan: I’ve even hooked it up to a telescope 
for like caterpillar eggs, when they first hatch.  
I’d like maybe to get a remote for that.
Eric: My main camera now is a Konica/Minolta 
Maxxum. I’ve had my eye on a Tamron 18-250 
zoom. My photography leans more to the 
scenics, environmental shots. 

3. What’s your favorite photo shoot story?
Jonathan: In October we were in New Mexico 
and visited Bosque, then we went an hour or so 
south to camp. Well, it turned out we needed a 
high clearance vehicle to get to the site, and our 
mini-van doesn’t qualify so we were looking for 
another spot to camp when, a mile or so off the 
interstate, we stopped and quickly  set up our 
tripods on the side of the road and got some 
great shots of lightning!
Eric: That trip to Africa as a teenager - I still have 
very good memories of that. One of the more 
exciting moments was when we were out in one 
of the VW busses with the tops that open so 
everyone can pop their heads and take pictures. 
Once we got very close to a lioness. She had 
one or two cubs with her and was being very 
protective. At one point it looked like she was 
going to pounce, and there was my mom, on 
top of the bus running the 8mm movie camera, 
oblivious to what was happening on the side of 
the bus. So we had to pull her in – that was a 
little bit of an adrenalin rush.

4. How did you create a memorable 
photograph?  
Jonathan: A couple years ago I was taking 
pictures of my terrarium, some plants growing 
in an old aquarium, and I had my lens pointed 
at the edge of glass with a light on top of that. It 
made the green plants behind glass glow green.  
Interesting effect. I tried repeating it a year or so 
later and couldn’t get it.

Eric: I have one of lower Yellowstone Falls 
taken from Artist Point.  Right after I got it 9/11 
happened. My brother asked for a copy of it and 
he painted it on canvas.  Turned out very nice. 
It still lives on a wall. One that means more to 

Getting to Know You...
Interview by Alix Gallivan
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me personally was taken probably in 2002 or 
2003.  I’m also in to ham radio, and the radio 
enthusiasts have a Colorado 14er event.  Lots 
of people get their handhelds and climb 14ers 
and try to talk each other. So here I am up well 
before dawn, climbing Handies Peak in the San 
Juans, going up Grizzly Gulch Trail, and I get 
just about to tree-line at sunrise. There was a 
waning gibbous moon, getting close to going 
down and the sun was coming up. I stopped, 
propped my camera on my hiking stick and got 
that shot. That shot always brings me back to 
that moment, that hike.

5. Whose photography has influenced you 
the most? 
Eric:  I haven’t done any real studying of that. 
I read Outdoor Photography and the like, but I 
don’t remember who wrote what.
Jonathan: I haven’t read that much, either. My 
dad is an influence, and other people in the club, 
especially in the monthly competition. It’s great 
hearing the critiques and then have the winners 
explain how they get their pictures.

6. What do you do when you’re not behind 
the camera (i.e., occupation or other 
avocations)? 
Eric: I’m sitting at my office desk, doing computer 
programming which I enjoy a lot. I read a fair bit, 
mostly non-fiction. Don’t get to go hiking nearly 
as much as I like.  We’ve been in Colorado for 
fourteen years, came just after Jonathan was 
born.
Jonathan: I’m home schooled and I enjoy 
reading, raising butterflies and other insects. 
(Eric interjects, “We’ve drawn the line at 
cockroaches.”) I’ve raised a lady bug from an 
egg and a lacewing.  We’ve taken to raising odd 
plants to attract butterflies.  I also enjoy hiking 
and backpacking with my aunt.

Digital Study Meeting...
Russ Burden demonstrated processing files in 
Adobe Camera RAW and then using Photoshop 
for additional refinements. Member participants 
brought to the meeting their RAW files for the 
demonstrations. With a variety of images to work 
with  a lot was learned from the presentation, 
particularly demonstrating the power of Adobe 
Camera RAW when used as tool to optimize 
images before bringing them into Photoshop. 

Business Notes from the Meeting:
For future meeting two presentations will be 
given with each presenter giving a 35 - 45 
minute demonstration. One will be geared with 
the basics in mind while the other will be geared 
for those who are more advanced.

Other business discussed included the benefits 
that may be gained through a purchase of the 
Colin Smith CS4 instructional DVD.

All paid members are encouraged to attend the 
digital study meetings. The meetings start at 
7:15 PM on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 

Enter through the main entrance, not the doors 
used for accessing the theater. Bring a notebook 
and writing implement to take your notes. Also,
feel free to volunteer to do a presentation. The 
more people who participate, the better!

Upcoming Digital Meetings:
December
No meeting due to holiday season. Have a great, 
happy and healthy holiday.

January 28th
Tim Visser will go over the ins and outs of CS4

February
Creating an Open category image. Members will 
bring their Before and After images and explain 
the process of how they got from A to B.
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Workshops and Seminars

James Hager Photography - Small Group 
Photo Safaris
www.JamesHagerPhoto.com
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com

Winter Wildlife in Jan 2009: wildlife models in  • 
 winter (wolf, Siberian tiger, snow leopard,   
 mountain lion, lynx …), Montana, Jan 25-29   
 NEW REDUCED PRICE

Photo taken by Reed Nelson, in Yellowstone, and used during the Digital Study Meeting to 
demonstrate the benefits of processing images in Adobe Camera RAW:
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Library News
from the Lamb’s

Hi Everyone,

My how the time does 
fly. We are in the 
process  of inventory-
ing the library books, 
videos, and DVD.s  Consider making a gift to 
the library.  If you have published a book, have a 
magazine which might be of interest to others, or 
some suggestions for future purchases, please 
get them to us.  We look forward to hearing from 
some of you.  Have a great holiday season, and 
we hope that Santa brings you the equipment of 
your dreams.

Joe and Betsy Lamb

Contact Joe and Betsy at 303-841-2565 or 
jnblamb@comcast.net.  

 

Before

After
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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club

President: Chris Loffredo
ChrisLoff@comcast.net 303-267-3846

Vice-President: Matt Schaefer
mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux
patrick.devereaux@cushwake.com 303-683-7011

Newsletter Editor: Tammy Hammond
newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-806-9145

Webmaster: James Hager
http://www.mhwpc.org  webmaster@mhwpc.org

TEAM LEADERS
Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538
Membership: Rita Summers

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355
Special Programs/Field Trips:

Chuck Winter
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538

Competition: Russ Burden
Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:
Fred Stearns 303 400-0385

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Rita Summers • Russ Burden

Chuck Winter • Fi Rust • Frank Weston

December Meeting
Wednesday, December 12th

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
at

THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE
10035 South Peoria

Competition: Wildlife and Open

November Attendance: 72

January 2009 Digital Training Meeting
Wednesday, January 26th

7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Please send your articles and input to 
newsletter@mhwpc.org.

more workshops and seminars...

Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops:
Adventure Photography 303 237-7086
gordon@advenphoto.com
www.advenphoto.com

2008
Arches/Canyonlands, December 8-13• 

2009_
Beauty & The Beasts, February 1-6• 
Death Valley, February 8-13• 
Galapagos, April 13-23• 
Southern Arizona, April 26-May 1• 
Oregon Coast/Redwoods, June 3-9• 
Wildlife Babies, June 18-21• 
Glacier National Park, July 5-10• 
Polar Bears, October 30-November 5• 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 
5 day tours and $75.00 discount on all other 
domestic tours.
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Russ Burden’s Photography Tours:
Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Contact 
Russ at 303-791-9997, rburden@ecentral.com

Destinations include:
Dec. 10 - 16, 2008 - Bosque Del Apache / • 

 White Sands Natl. Mon.
Apr 18 - 24, 2009 - Monument Valley / Slot  • 

 Canyons
May 9 - 15, 2009 - Arches + Canyonlands  • 

 National Parks - includes 5 sessions of   
 Photoshop instruction

May 23 - June 1, 2009 - Oregon Coast - 10  • 
 day trip

June 6 - 12, 2009 - Tetons and Yellowstone  • 
 Natl. Parks in Spring

Sept. 23-Oct. 2, 2009 - Tetons and   • 
 Yellowstone Natl. Parks in Fall - 10 days

Oct. 20 - 25, 2009 - Hunts Mesa• 
Nov. 1 - 7, 2009 - Bryce Canyon and Zion  • 

 National Parks
Dec. 1 -7, 2009 - Bosque Del Apache / White  • 

 Sands Natl. Mon.


