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     ildflowers: The Show Is On...
by Ron Eberhart

Normally, after returning from a wildflower shoot, I might 
be writing this article to tell everyone just how wonderful 
the flowers had been and what a show they had missed. This 
year, however, has been a VERY unusual year and flowers 
in many areas are just getting going! So it is not too late to 
get out and have some fun, BUT hurry.

Ouray, also known as the Switzerland of 
America, is my favorite place to shoot 

wildflowers. This destination has become an 
annual trek for me because the wildflowers are 
some of the best that you will find anywhere. 
There is a vast variety of flowers among 
backgrounds of large vistas, streams and rocks, 
or waterfalls.

While I love going 
to Ouray to shoot 
wildflowers it can be 
overwhelming as there 
are so many places 
to photograph in the 
area. Every year I still 
get a feeling of “Where 
do I begin? This place 
just has too many 
opportunities!” So, to 
get my hands around 
an area this spectacular 

there are three considerations I always make 
before ever picking up the camera: assess 
weather patterns, anticipate peak blooming 
periods, and review my portfolio.

Checking the weather to see what it has been 
like for the last couple of weeks, along with a 
forecast of when I will be there, is a critical part 
of getting things together because it will figure 
into the outline of my day. With this information, 
and from past experience, I know that most 
mornings are clear, maybe some light clouds, 
and that afternoon will bring in clouds and rain. 
The rain can be fleeting, but it can also be a 
downpour. 

I also have a contact in Ouray who I can call 
to verify recent weather conditions and give 
me a report of actual flower conditions. Try to 
develop these relationships when you can by 

going back again and again to favorite places 
and connecting with the locals. If you don’t have 
a reliable contact, or friend, call the Post Office 
and ask them to look out the window!

In addition to checking weather reports and 
making contacts, I review my portfolio to see 
what kinds of photos I would like to work on 
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and look for the weak 
areas that need filling in. 
Experience has taught 
me that the best way to 
poor photographs is to try 
to do too much, instead, 
think about what you want 
most and try to settle on 
a flexible goal of three or 
four ideas to work with. To 
not have this goal in mind 
you risk taking thousands 
of  “not quite there” images 
and few GREAT shots.

When planning your 
photo shoot keep in mind 
that Ouray is only your base point, you’ll need 
to calculate in the time it’ll take to reach the 
best wildflower areas. The areas I recommend 
are American Basin, which is up the Cinnamon 
pass road from either Lake City (1 hour) or 
Silverton (1 hour), and Yankee Boy Basin, which 
is west from the south end of Ouray (45 min). 
You may opt for the dozens of smaller places to 
go, however American and Yankee Boy are the 
two most attractive areas for wildflowers. Both 
have numerous small creeks and while Yankee 
Boy is, in general, a much larger area it can be 
VERY busy with traffic, especially on the lower 
portion below the Imogene Pass cutoff.

As you venture out, 
scouting the area 
for good subjects, 
remember also that 
taking good wildflower 
photos is a journey, 
not a destination. 
Make your destination 
Ouray.


     photos courtesy of Fred Krampetz
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   t The Last Meeting…

Russ Burden presented basic instructions
for enhancing and editing images, preparing 
images for competitions and outlining the 
submittal process.

Bruce Norman demonstrated effortlessness 
mastering of color and light using the time-
saving Photoshop plug in, Viveza.
http://www.niksoftware.com/viveza/usa/entry.php  

Fred Krampetz demonstrated advanced 
sharpening techniques based on a Luminous 
Landscape tutorial.
http://www.luminous-landscape.com/tutorials/smart_
sharp.shtml

Before Sharpening

After Sharpening

A
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REMINDER!

REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NEW MHWPC 
POLO SHIRT TO THE CLUB PICNIC, 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13. 

 WHY?

A group picture will be taken of the members 
who wear their MHWPC polo shirt. The picture 
will be sent to NATURES BEST to show our 
gratitude and display what a portion of our 2007 
award money has been spent on.

So, the more the merrier, particularly all 
photographers who contributed to the win, please 
do plan to attend the picnic and participate in the 
group shot by wearing your club shirt!

Digital Corner: Photoshop Tips

Clone On Separate Layers
Open layers palette and select background image. 
Add new layer by clicking the Create New Layer 
icon on the bottom of palette. A blank layer will 
appear selected above your background image 
layer. Press the S key to select clone stamp. 
Choose All Layers from the Sample drop down 
menu on the Control Panel. Clone onto the blank 

layer, protecting your original image.

   pcoming Programs

August:
Annual Picnic/Potluck 
Located in the east park, across the street from 
the Wildlife Experience.  6:00pm onward.
 
Fried chicken, plates, napkins, and plastic 
silverware provided.  Please bring a dish to 
pass!  Anyone signed up for drinks and snacks 
may bring those items as their contribution.
 
Competition will follow the picnic.

September:
“What I got with my Point and Shoot!”  Collect 
your point-and-shoot images that show what is 
possible with a simple digital point and shoot 
camera.  
Images will need to be sent to Chuck Winter 
(regular club submission guidelines) or brought 
to the meeting on a CD (NOT DVD) or a flash 
drive.  PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED!!!

October: Suggestions for program needed.

   raggin Rights...

Judy Deist has images in the All Colorado Show 
at the Depot Art Center and Gallery, in Littleton, 
and Grace Gallery, in Denver. (see Of Interest... 

for details). 

Russ Burden has a Photoshop tip article, on 
adding moons to a landscape using layers, in the 
“Solutions” section of the August 2008 Annual 
Landscape issue of Outdoor Photographer. 

Cathy and Gordon Illig have a night shot 
taken at Arches on the last page of the current 
issue National Parks magazine.

Ron Eberhart’s photo titled Vast Sacred Land
is in the final round of judging for Natures Best.

    f Interest...

The 25th Annual All Colorado Show, hosted by 
the Depot Art Center and Gallery of Littleton, 
opened on July 30th and runs through August 
30th. The exhibit is a juried show featuring 
works of Colorado Artists.  Located at 2069 
W Powers Ave, on the corner of Court Place, in 
front of the Littleton court house.

BU

O
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     ildflowers: American Basin/Crested Butte
The July field trip was a huge success! Columbine 
were at their peak at American Basin while 
Crested Butte showed a fabulous display of 
sunflowers and lupine. 

If you are interested in participating or are able 
to lead one of these trips, please contact Chuck 
Winter, (303)972-2538 or (303)226-1895. 
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com

Rocky Mountain Arsenal
August 9
Meet at the main entrance (56th and Havana) at 6:00 AM for a 
walk through the old arsenal on the hiking paths.

     
Elk: Rocky Mountain National Park
September 20 
Annual pilgrimage to the park for elk viewing. 
6:00 AM: Meet at the main entrance visitor center, Beaver 
Meadows, for a morning shoot.
12:00 NOON : reconvene at the Beaver Meadows visitor center 
to compare notes and share information on where to go for the 
evening shoot later that day.

Maroon Bells or Mount Wilson
September 26-28
A minimum of 3 people is needed for the trip to Telluride, to 
photograph Mount Wilson.  Please contact Chuck Winter if 
interested in sharing expenses. phone: (303) 972-2538 or (303) 
226-1895.

Scavenger Hunt (Roger Kinney)
October TBA - tenative

Bosque del Apache NWR
November 27-30

DIGITAL TRAINING MEETING
Announcement 

Great News!

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club has 
expanded its meeting schedule to include a 
monthly Digital Training Meeting. 

The focus of this meeting will be the broaden-
ing of your post processing/editing techniques 
through programs such as Photoshop.

The inclusion of this extra meeting was in 
response to inquiries that arose concerning the 
existent Digital Group’s meeting location as being 
inadequate for drawing greater participation.  

Additionally, after a tremendous response to the 
digital presentations at our club’s July meeting 
it seemed well timed to approach The Wildlife 
Experience regarding use of their classroom. 

Time and Location:

Fourth Wednesday of each month, 7:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m.

Our first meeting will be on August 27th, located 
in the classroom at The Wildlife Experience. 
The classroom is near the main entrance of the 
museum (signs will point the way).

FIELD TRIPS

more field trips...

Rocky Mountain National Park
Big Horn Sheep Rut
December 20

     photo courtesy of Chuck Winter
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July Print Competition Results
      Judge: Matt Schaefer

Wildlife

   

1st Place
Sweet Light on a Sweet Face

Russ Burden

Scenic

   

1st Place
Autumn Quakies

Carolyn Derrington-Tate

Open
   

1st Place
Full Moon Over Turret Arch

Russ Burden   

Wildlife – HoM
   

1st Place
Patriotism
Tim Visser   

2nd  Place    Young Lions    Jack Davis

2nd  Place   

Bandon Sunset
Russ Burden

3rd Place
Solitary Geyser
Dale Fenimore
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July Slide Competition Results
      Judge: Matt Schaefer

Wildlife
   

1st Place Alaskan Sunbath
Carolyn Derrington-Tate   

Wildlife HoM
   

1st Place Bright Eyes
Chuck Winter

Scenic
   

1st Place Wildflowers
Chuck Winter  

   etting to Know You...

Donna Carr

1. What drew you to nature/wildl i fe 
photography? When? 
  
All my life I’ve been interested in and loved nature 
and wildlife. Combining that with photography 
gives me the opportunity to capture my memories 
and look through the images as many times as 
I want.

2. What piece of camera gear is next on your 
wish list? 
I’m waiting on Gitzo to come out with a carbon 
fiber tripod that doesn’t have the twisty locks for 
the legs! I want more waterproof items, too.

3. What’s your favorite photo shoot story?  
I have had so many great photo shoots that 
I can’t make any my favorite, but the story of 
shooting wildlife babies with the Illgs on their trips 
definitely hits my heart.  I always get fantastic 
images, none of them ever the same, and to top 
it off, I get to hold or feed a baby animal which 
gives every trip a happy ending!

4. How did you create your most memorable 
photograph?
First there was the photograph I didn’t get, 
while in Custer State Park (on a trip with Charlie 
Summers to photograph the wild horses) with 
Sherry, Fi and Shannon, I will never forget 
the look on Sherry’s face when a buffalo was 
chasing her and we all had to run to my car and 
piled in on top of each other. But one of my most 

G
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2. What piece of camera gear is next on your 
wish list? 
I have the original Canon Rebel which gets 
about  6.3 mp, so I’m thinking about upgrading 
that, maybe to the Canon 40D. 

3. What’s your favorite photo shoot story?  
I was in Yellowstone and there was a great grey 
owl in the tree right above my head, it swooped 
down right over my head, but instead of getting 
a picture of him I yelled and dropped to the 
ground. I still regret that I didn’t get that picture.

4. How did you create a memorable 
photograph? 
Just being at the Orr Bear Sanctuary in Minnesota 
created the best memories for me, that was 
in 2006. Watching the baby cubs in the trees, 
just hanging out with ‘em and just shooting like 
crazy. You can get unbelievable close to them 
as long as you don’t bend over. If you just stay 
on the boardwalk, they are right there, the cubs 
in the trees are at eye level. The mother bear 
didn’t seem too worried. She was below the 
boardwalk, doing her own thing.

5. Whose photography has influenced you 
the most? 
Probably everybody in the camera club. I’d hate 
leaving anybody out, because there are great 
photographers in the club: Russ, Gordon and 
Cathy, Fi, Donna, my jaw just dropped when I first 
saw the images the club was putting out. I like 
Art Wolfe, Jim Brandenberg, Tom Mangelsen, 
too.
 
6. What do you do when you’re not behind 
the camera (i.e., occupation or other 
avocations)?  
I work in medical records. I also love to travel 
and hike. Went up to Mt. Rainier way too early 
this year. It was the Fourth of July weekend and 
Paradise was still under ten feet of snow, it was 
hit so hard with snow this year that the dates for 
wildflowers were set back. All I got was a photo 
of reflections in the lake of pure ice and snow.

memorable photos came during my trip to Africa 
when we had waited for several hours, skipping 
lunch, so we could see very young cheetah 
cubs playing. They came within three feet of the 
open windows of our vehicle and right below my 
window as they sat looking up at me I could hear 
them purring. 

5. What’s the first thing you tell newcomers 
or interested folks about Camera Club? 
There are excellent photographers who belong 
to this club and what could be better than to get 
the answers to your important questions from 
the best. 

6. What do you do when you’re not behind 
the camera (i.e., occupation or other 
avocations)?  
When I can’t get out and do photography with 
my husband Jeff (my excellent driver/assistant, 
with great eyes for wildlife, who is also a great 
photographer) we have our own business. We 
also have three busy dogs that get a lot of 
attention.

Shannon Holmes

1. What drew you 
to nature/wildl i fe 
photography? When? 

I was drawn by the 
beauty of nature. I like 
to travel and I love 
animals. I enjoyed 
going on trips and doing 
that point and shoot kind 
of photography, I’ve 

belonged to the camera club for four years, and 
I’m always willing and trying to learn. Although 
I’ve enjoyed taking pictures since I was 10, I 
didn’t get my first SLR film camera until 2000 
and I went digital in about 2004, about the time I 
saw the brochure about MHWPC at the Wildlife 
Experience and decided to check it out.
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Judy (Spurling) Deist

1. What drew you to nature/wildlife 
photography? When? 

Long time ago I had the Brownie and Hawkeye 
cameras, then the all manual, no lighting meter 
version of the SLR. Had a Minlolata SLR 
before I ended up going to a Canon on the 
recommendation of a pro. I like shooting with 
Velvia mostly, pushing color. I’ve always done 
landscapes and cityscapes, then I started doing 
“nature” as defined by the club. The first sunset 
I submitted to competition was “too pictorial, not 
nature”, so I have adapted to their definitions. 
And since I’m a veterinarian, photographing 
animals come naturally.

2. What piece of camera gear is next on your 
wish list?
Don’t need a next. I’ve got 100-400 stabilized 
lens, the 10-17 image stabilized lens, and 
midrange that I rarely use, since I can get up to 
within three feet of an animal with my big lens. 
When I went to Alaska on a small boat, that’s 
one with 100 or less people on it, I couldn’t use 
a tripod on that ship because of waves but I got 
crystal clear pix with my lenses even without a 
tripod. 

3. What’s your favorite photo shoot story? 
Alaska was fun, we were on a small Cruise West 
boat. I remember we were following humpback 
whales, a little boat can follow the whales. I had 
the long lens, my motor drive going fast, and 

as one whale surfaced it was close enough that 
my shot cut two feet off each side of the tail. I 
found out from that shot that humpback nostrils 
are square and they point back, as in point back 
when you are shooting! You could see in that 
picture that as the whale surfaced there was 
no splash and water rolling off its back. I took 
another shot standing further back, but there 
was no water really dripping off the tail in that 
one.
 
4. How did you create your most memorable 
photograph? 
I’ve done wild horses, eagles, all sorts of animals 
and they are all fun. My philosophy is if everybody 
likes a single shot then I accidentally got a good 
one, but if everybody likes different ones then I 
actually took some nice photographs. 

5. Whose photography has influenced you 
the most?  
George Lepp, John Shaw at Outdoor 
Photography. Russ Burden has influenced me 
and he is a patient teacher, too; he gets you up 
early and you run all day.

6. What do you do when you’re not behind 
the camera (i.e., occupation or other 
avocations)? 
I try to remember to train my horses, I garden, 
and I like to take 20-mile bike rides. I’m a retired 
veterinarian, and do occasional relief work when 
I feel like it. I was a small animal vet. When I 
graduated from Vet school there were only 300 
women vets in the US. In 2003, the number of 
women graduating from vet school surpassed 
the number of men.  

SprinklesNutmeg
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  rom the Webmaster

The MHWPC Website: www.mhwpc.org

Would you like to receive email notices when 
competition image submission windows 
open? Would you like to receive email notices 
about upcoming meetings? Do you have a 
photography-related website and want a link to 
it in order to drive traffic to it? Have you moved 
or changed email accounts lately? Would you 
like to post a picture of yourself to be included in 
the online Membership Directory?

If you answered yes to any of the above, login 
to your MHWPC website account and go to your 
Manage Account page. The “Login” button is 
tucked away in the extreme upper right corner 
of each page, and after you login, a “Manage 
Account” link will appear at the very top of the 
page.

On the Manage Account page, you can update
your contact information, control the amount of 
contact information that is shown to other club 
members, add a picture of yourself, edit your 
email preferences (to receive notices or not), 
and add a link to your photo-related website.

If you and your family member(s) have different 
contact information, like individual phone 
numbers or email addresses, you can add 
this information by adding an additional family 
member in the “Other Family Members” section 
of your Manage Account page. All members of 
the family share the same account (membership 
status) and physical address, and each member 
can have his or her own name, phone number, 
and email address.

In order to prevent spam filters from intercepting 
emails from the system, add “system@mhwpc.
org” to your list of approved email addresses. 
Emails that are sent through email lists retain the 
“from” and “reply-to” information of the original 
sender.

If you have any questions, or suggestions for how 
to improve the website, contact the webmaster  
( webmaster@mhwpc.org ).

F

  ibrary News
from the Lamb’s

Hi Everyone,

This summer is a hot 
one and moving 
through quickly.  Are 
you capitalizing on 
all of your photo opportunities? Next month 
stop by the library to thumb through some 
new places to explore – Alaska sounds good 
now as the temperatures near 100 degrees 
and we break old temperature records. If you 
have checked any things out recently, please 
bring them back and check them in.  We are 
picnicking this month before the meeting so 
most of our things will not be out this month.   
In September, I will try to review some new 
materials.  Keep reading and learning new 
techniques!!! 
 
The Lamb’s
Contact Joe and Betsy at 303-841-2565 or 
jnblamb@comcast.net.  

 

L

   orkshops and Seminars

Russ Burden’s Photography Tours:
Visit www.russburdenphotography.com. Contact 
Russ at 303-791-9997, rburden@ecentral.com

Destinations include:
Sept. 24-Oct. 3, 2008 - Tetons and   • 

 Yellowstone Natl. Parks in Fall - 10 days
Oct. 21 - 26, 2008 - Hunts Mesa - Aerial  • 

 perspective of Monument Valley and Capital  
 Reef NP for red rocks and fall color.

Nov. 2 - 8, 2008 - Bryce Canyon and   • 
 ZionNational Parks

Dec. 10 - 16, 2008 - Bosque Del Apache / • 
 White Sands Natl. Mon.

W
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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club

President: Chris Loffredo
ChrisLoff@comcast.net 303-267-3846

Vice-President: Matt Schaefer
mattscha@aol.com 303-972-9882

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux
patrick.devereaux@cushwake.com 303-683-7011

Newsletter Editor: Tammy Hammond
newsletter@mhwpc.org 303-806-9145

Webmaster: James Hager
http://www.mhwpc.org  webmaster@mhwpc.org

TEAM LEADERS
Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538
Membership: Rita Summers

ritasummers@gmail.com 303-840-3355
Special Programs/Field Trips:

Chuck Winter
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com 303-972-2538

Competition: Russ Burden
Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo

Competition Entries/Judging Coordinator:
Fred Stearns 303 400-0385

Snacks/Greeters: Nancy Stocker 303-759-4056
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Rita Summers * Russ Burden

Chuck Winter * Fi Rust * Frank Weston

August Meeting
Wednesday, August 13          
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

at
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE

10035 South Peoria

Competition: Scenic and Wildlife HOM

July Attendance: 45

Please send your articles and input to 
newsletter@mhwpc.org.

more workshops and seminars...

Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops:
Adventure Photography 303 237-7086
gordon@advenphoto.com
www.advenphoto.com

2008
South Dakota Badlands, September 14-19• 
Colorado Color, September 22-27• 
Fall Captives, October 6-9• 
Bryce/Zion, November 1-6• 
Costa Rica, November 10-19• 
Arches/Canyonlands, December 8-13• 

2009_
Beauty & The Beasts, February 1-6• 
Death Valley, February 8-13• 
Galapagos, April 13-23• 
Southern Arizona, April 26-May 1• 
Oregon Coast/Redwoods, June 3-9• 
Wildlife Babies, June 18-21• 
Glacier National Park, July 5-10• 
Polar Bears, October 30-November 5• 

We are offering our NANPA discount to all club 
members also – $50.00 discount on less than 
5 day tours and $75.00 discount on all other 
domestic tours.

James Hager Photography - Small Group 
Photo Safaris
www.JamesHagerPhoto.com
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com

Bats in Aug 2008: shoot bats in flight in a  • 
 controlled setting, Arizona, Aug 30- Sept 3

Kenya in Oct 2008: Classic safari to Samburu   • 
 and Masai Mara National Reserves, 16 days,  
 Oct 16-31

Winter Wildlife in Jan 2009: wildlife models in  • 
 winter (wolf, Siberian tiger, snow leopard,   
 mountain lion, lynx …), Montana, Jan 25-29


