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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
August 2007   Volume 31, Issue 8 

 

 
Wildlife Babies – Winners All 

 
 The Wildlife Babies exhibit will be in the TWE Community Gallery from September 1 through 
November 11, 2007.  It will be up over the Labor Day weekend, and the Museum, usually closed on 
Mondays, will be open on Monday September 3 for the holiday. Our feedback on this exhibit so far 
from Connie Mohrman, TWE Exhibits Manager is:  “Please convey our thanks to the club membership 
for sharing this artistry with our audience.  Ours has been an enjoyable and mutually beneficial 
association.” 
 Thanks to Denver Digital Imaging who always does such a great job on the prints for our 
exhibits, and underwriting the cost.   
            ---Kathy Lingo 

 
 

 
Best of Show 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Cathy Illg 

Cautious Love 

 
Porcupines have a gestation period of almost 7 
months – as long as an elk.  Within half an hour of 
birth, their quills harden, and they are ready to defend 
themselves.  This image of captive animals was 
taken in Pine County, Minnesota.   

.    
 

 

 
 

Best of Show 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Ron Eberhart 

Three Sisters 

 
   These colorful newborn coot chicks are less than a 
week old.  They look nothing like their rather plain 
black-and-white parents as they dry off a bit on a 
“flat-rock”.  Both parents help with nesting and 
rearing their young, and keep very busy for a couple 
of months, feeding broods of 3-8 chicks.  This image 

was made in Hunters Glen Park, Colorado.    
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Donna Carr 

Fawn Swimming 

 
This is an image of a White Tail Deer fawn taken at a 
game farm in Sandstone, Minnesota.  This fawn was 
on a little island when she decided to swim across 
the pond to the other side.   

   

 
 

 
 
 

 

Brenda Fletcher 

A Moment of Reflection 

 
This brown bear sow and cub live in Katmai National 
Park, Alaska.  The guides had aptly named this pair 
“Ma Barker and Baby Barker” due to their normal 
tendency of aggressiveness towards the other bears 
in the area.  It was a privilege to share a moment in 
time with such magnificent animals.   

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Gary K. Thompson 

Lion Cub Yawning 

 
This photograph was taken on a photo safari to 
Kruger National Park in South Africa.  Our vehicle 
took a dirt road near Satara camp one morning 
following tracks left by lions the previous night.  We 
found the pride just starting to awaken and stir in the 
morning light.   
 

 

 
 

 

Jan Forseth 

Great Gray Owlet 

 
I spent six exciting weeks with dear Alaskan friends.  
On an RV journey around the state, we found this 
great gray owlet in the dark, mosquito-filled forest.  
The baby had just fledged from the nest that very 
day. For me, observing and photographing this 
species was a totally new experience! 
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James O. Hager 

Baby African Elephant 

 
This little guy was a bundle of energy and playfully 
ran across this dry waterhole in Addo Elephant 
National Park, South Africa . 

 
 

 
 

Russ Burden 

One At A Time 

 
This family of robins nested at my neighbor’s house.  
I photographed them for many days at different 
phases of their growth.  Of all the images, this is my 
favorite.  I love the position of the three that aren’t 
being fed. It’s as if they are uniformly protesting the 
fact their sibling received the meal.    

 
 

 
 

Nick Burden 

Scratching Harbor Seals 

 
These two baby harbor seals were playfully 
entertaining each other when they struck this cute 
pose.  Light-colored coats helped to protect this 
species thousands of years ago when most were 
born on snow or ice.   This image was made along 
the Oregon coast. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Christopher Loffredo 

A Mother’s Comfort 

 
This mother and young reticulated giraffe were 
photographed in the African country of Kenya.  The 
giraffe is the tallest mammal in the world.  They are 
herbivores and able to reach leaves 19 feet above 
the ground.  They are typically found in herds of 6-12 
animals. 
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Bruce Norman 

Lazy Afternoon 

 
Yellowstone National Park consistently provides 
wonderful opportunities to see a variety of wildlife.  
These two coyotes were frolicking with their brothers 
near the den and paused for a moment to relax.   
 

 
 

 
 

Judy Diest 

Hugging 

 
Early one morning on top of Mount Evans, the new 
baby goats were following their dams to the top.  
Bounding over rock and snow, they were surprisingly 
agile at such a young age.  They occasionally 
gathered together to interact, as in this special pose.   
 

 

 
 

Stephen Goodman 

Great Egret and Chicks 

 

A two-acre swamp at the Alligator Farm in St. 
Augustine, Florida contains a large natural bird 
rookery.  Here one may watch almost within arm’s 
length the breeding, nesting and chick rearing 
behaviors of most species of heron and egret in the 
state.     

 
 

 
 

Rita Summers 

Harp Seal Pup 

 
This three or four day old Harp Seal pup was born on 
an ice floe in Canada’s Gulf of St. Lawrence.  Mother 
seals nurse their pups for two weeks then abandon 
them.  By that time the pups have tripled their weight 
to 70 pounds and will learn to fend for themselves.   



Mile High Wildlife Photography Club       Vol. 31, No. 8 

 5 

 
 

Gordon Illg 

Hanging In There 

 
Virginia opossums have a gestation period of less 
than 2 weeks.  After birth, the navy-bean-sized 
embryos climb into the mother’s pouch where they 
remain attached to a nipple for up to 2 months.  This 
image of a captive animal was taken in Pine County, 
Minnesota.    

 
 

 
 

Buzz Soard 

Ferruginous Hawk Delivers Prairie Dog 

Breakfast to Fledgling Chicks 

 
The Ferruginous Hawk, largest member of the hawk 
family, is a prodigious hunter.  These chicks had 
voracious appetites and consumed the prey within 
minutes.  I spent 6-1/2 hours in a blind photographing 
this family.   

 

 
 
 

Hannah Rhodes 

Timid Raccoon 

 
Native to the Americas, the Common Raccoon is a 
gray-brown animal with a black-and-white banded tail 
and white-bordered black mask. It is nocturnal and 
solitary except when breeding or caring for its young, 
which may number as many as seven at a time.  A 
baby raccoon, referred to as a kit, is timid yet curious 
and playful.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Patrick Devereaux 

A Trio of Night Crowned Heron Babies 
 
Walking along the Anhinga Trail in the Everglades 
National Park at sunrise, I heard baby birds chirping.  
Returning 20 minutes later, I found the nest of these 
three Crowned Night Herons.  I wondered if this was 
their first time standing up and looking into the world 
they were about to enter? 
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Charlie Summers 

Hippo 

 
This hippopotamus mother and baby are sunning 
alongside the Sabie River in Kruger National Park, 
South Africa.  The hippopotamus lives a primarily 
aquatic lifestyle in the rivers and lakes of sub-
Saharan Africa.  During the day, they remain cool by 
mostly staying in rivers then emerge at night to feed 
on grass. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Chuck Summers 

Western Lowland Gorilla Baby and Mother 

 

This three-month-old gorilla will be in constant 
contact with its mother until six months of age.  They 
frequently ride on their mother’s back.  Young gorillas 
stay with their mothers for 3-4 years.  This species is 
endangered and is found at low altitudes in western 
equatorial Africa.   

 
 

 

 
 

Fi Rust 

Swift Fox Family – Pawnee National Grasslands 
 
I found this Swift Fox family in the Pawnee National 
Grasslands in the spring of 2005 and spent the next 
six weeks photographing them.  It was a truly 
wonderful experience to watch the six ever playful 
and curious kits as they frolicked with their siblings in 
their new grasslands home.  

 

 
 

 
 

Kip Henderson 

Woodpecker Banquet 

 
A family of downy woodpeckers made a nest in a 
dead aspen tree in our yard this year.  The babies – 2 
males and 2 females – appeared in early June and 
took turns at the opening waiting for their feeding of 
bugs.  This is the father with a meal for one of the 
male babies.  
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Shannon Holmes 

Baby Bobcat 

 
Bobcats give birth to 2-3 kittens in the spring.  The 
kittens will stay with their mother until the fall when 
they are half-grown and ready to live on their own.  
Bobcats have short tails that are 3-7 inches long.  
They live to be 10-12 years old.   
 

 
 

 

 
 

Sam Fletcher 

Tired Kids 

 
These Rocky Mountain Goat kids, found on Mt. 
Evans, were approximately 10 days old and trying to 
keep up with the adults.  When the adults stopped to 
graze, the two kids laid down behind a rock to get out 
of the wind and take a quick snooze.   
 

 

At The Last Meeting … 
 
Thirty-nine members submitted one hundred 
images for the competition for places at The 
Wildlife Experience Exhibit, “Wildlife Babies”. 
Voting was spirited but went smoothly under 
the guidance of Russ Burden and Chris 
Loffredo. The winning images are shown 
beginning on page one.  In addition, James 
Hager gave a guided tour of the new MHWPC 
web page, and the membership approved the 
funds for a hosting service for the web site. 
 

Braggin’ Rights 

Nick Burden will have one of his photos 
featured on the National Wildlife website as 
the Photo Of The Week some time in the 
beginning of August.  
   Visit http://www.nwf.org/ 
nationalwildlifephotoZone.cfm?issueID=116
#POW and click the On Line Slide Show 
button. 
 
Russ Burden has a landscape article in the 
August issue of Outdoor Photographer. The 
article is in conjunction with the Panasonic 
Digital Photo Academy with whom Russ is 
associated teaching workshops in the 
Denver area.  

Visit www.digitalphotoacademy.com 
for more details on the Beginner, 
Intermediate, and Advanced level classes 
he is teaching. 
 
Rita Summers will have two watercolor 
paintings hanging at the Wildlife Experience 
in August and September. 
 They are part of a juried exhibit 
presented by the Parker Artist's Guild.  The 
paintings are watercolor renditions of 
photos of a mountain gorilla and a flamingo 
Summers shot on one of her African 
safaris. 
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Upcoming Programs 
 
August- Don Mammoser presents a program 
entitled “My Favorite Colorado Shooting 
Locations”. 
 

September- Gary Haines (a former member) 
who runs the Grizzly Creek photo gallery in 
Georgetown will offer a show of his recent 
images. 

  

 
Club Field Trips                 
 
Listed below are tentative dates for club field 
trips.  
 

• The next field trip is the wild horse photo 
shoot in South Dakota, September 22nd.  
Contact Charlie Summers. 

 
Hospitality for August Meeting 
 
Snacks: Betsy Lamb 
Drinks: Irma Backelant 
 

 
 

Getting to Know You… 
 
 (Editor’s note: This begins a series of 
profiles of club members. Each month three or four 
members will get a chance to introduce themselves 
to the membership at large. We start this series with 
board members and will continue with officers and 
team leaders. By the new year, the Random Picker 
may be calling you!) 
 

 
Russ Burden 

 

1. What drew you to 
nature/wildlife 

photography? When? 
Love of the subject, it’s 
a great excuse to be in 
the outdoors. I’ve been 
doing nature 

photography for more than 20 years, although 
my love of photography dates back some 30 
years. At first I would photograph anything, then 
after we moved here from Queens, I began to 
focus on nature. I’ve been doing it 
professionally for more than seven years. The 
beauty of nature really draws me, seeing what 
has been created naturally. When the light is 
right, when the geological features are 
attractive, it’s the best.  

 
2. What format/equipment do you use? 

Why? 
35mm digital Nikon. I like the system, I used 
Nikon when I was doing film in 1990s. Since I 
went with Nikon, I was kind of locked in, but 
now I’m happy with Nikon system. I believe it’s 
a step ahead if not equal to Canon. Went digital 
about 2½ years ago. My only regret is that I 
didn’t do it sooner. 
 
3. Where’s your favorite shot spot(s)? 
Generally the Western U.S., although it 
depends on what I’m looking for. My two 
favorite spots are the Oregon coast, and the 
Yellowstone/Teton area. 
 
4. Other than your camera, what piece 
of equipment would you return home to get 
if you’d forgotten it? (i.e., your most import 
piece of field equipment). 
Tripod! Then flash. 
 
5. What do you like best or find most 
helpful about Camera Club? 
Camaraderie first, then the information – the 
knowledge gained in having conversations with 
members. Also sharing my knowledge with 
others in the club. Oh, and putting on programs. 
 
 
6. What do you do when you’re not 
behind the camera? (i.e., occupation or 
other avocations).   
Sit in front of my computer, doing marketing, 
optimizing pictures, working with Photo Shop. 
Photography is my job, but it’s also my passion, 
my hobby. It’s not a burden for Burden to sit 
down and do that stuff, it only furthers what I 
want to do. 
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Rita Summers 

 
1. What drew you 
to nature/wildlife 
photography? 
When? 
Charlie got me 
started. I’d go on trips 
with him, but I didn’t 

have camera to start with.  I’ve always loved 
animals, though, so it was a natural to start 
photographing them; this was in the 1970s. 

 
2. What format/equipment do you use? 

Why? 
I use Canon. I think that it’s better for fast 
focusing. I went digital last year. Late to digital, I 
know, and I still don’t know all the stuff that I 
need to know. 

 
3. Where’s your favorite shot spot(s)? 
Africa and Antarctica. Because, in Africa 
especially, you get to see the wildlife interact 
like they did thousands of years ago, it hasn’t 
changed there. And so much is going on; you 
never know what’s around the corner. In 
Yellowstone you know you’ll see elk, and bear, 
and buffalo. In Africa you just never know when 
you’ll see, a cheetah chase or a warthog fight. 
You just never know, because of the profusion 
of animals. 
 
4. Other than your camera, what piece 
of equipment would you return home to get 
if you’d forgotten it? (i.e., your most import 
piece of field equipment). 

Flash. But, I’ve never forgotten it. 

 
5. What do you like best or find most 
helpful about Camera Club? 
The critiques without a question. I’ve been a 
member from the beginning, so because I 
heard some of the critiques there were some 
mistakes I didn’t have to make. I think it’s one of 

the most valuable things that go on in the club. 
 
6. What do you do when you’re not 
behind the camera? (i.e., occupation or 
other avocations).   
I use my photos for reference material to paint 
watercolors. (Ed. Note: See bragging rights.) 

                      

Chuck Winter 

 
1. What drew you 
to nature/wildlife 
photography? When? 

I was drawn to nature 
photography when we 
moved to the 
mountains from 
Nebraska in 1979. Just 

so much beautiful scenery and wildlife, you 
can’t resist it. I’ve done some scenics since 
high school, but then we moved from Nebraska 
to Billings, Montana. My real introduction to 
wildlife photography came in 1984 when we 
moved to Denver. 
 

2. What format/equipment do you use? 
Why? 
I have just about every different type. I started 
with 4x5 press camera as a teenager. Now I 
shoot with a 4x5 and a 35mm.  I’m new to 
digital and have just stared learning on a Canon 
5D. I went with the Canon because I already 
had the lenses. However, I started out with a 
Nikon years go. It took a lot to get me to switch. 

 
3. Where’s your favorite shot spot(s)? 
For scenics, it is American Basin right outside 
of Lake City; for wildlife it’s Yellowstone, 
although I haven’t been there for ten years, but 
it’s always been my favorite spot.  Alaska is a 
favorite of mine, too, a dream kind of place. 
Yeah, Alaska. 

 
4. Other than your camera, what piece 
of equipment would you return home to get 
if you’d forgotten it? (i.e., your most import 
piece of field equipment). 
Graduated split neutral density filter. Can’t get 
the landscape shots I like without it. You have 
to have the media, the camera, the lenses, but 
the next most important piece is the split. I think 
you can live without your polarizer or your 
tripod. 

 
5. What do you like best or find most 
helpful about Camera Club? 
I think the most helpful are the programs 
because of all the ideas and the information 
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sharing. The information passed along by 
speakers is real important. 

 
6. What do you do when you’re not 
behind the camera? (i.e., occupation or 
other avocations).   
I’m a number cruncher. My work involves 
analysis of business information. Photography 
is my creative side. My job is for the analytical 
side. 

 
From the Webmaster           
 

The MHWPC Website 
 
The MHWPC website (www.mhwpc.org) is 
continuing to grow. 
 
� Membership is handled online, and a 

Member Directory is available to 
members who are logged in. 

 
� Images from the club's submission to 

the 2007 Nature's Best Photography 
International Awards in the Camera 
Club category are online. 

 
� Members can email broadcast 

messages to other members who agree 
to receive them. 

 
Additions in the near term are geared 
towards enhancing communication within 
the club. 
 

• A blog for current events like fall foliage 
and spring wildflower reports where all 
visitors will be able to view the entries, 
but only members will be able to post. 

 

• A For Sale board will be created where 
members will be able to list items for 
sale, and any visitor to the site will be 
able to view the items. 

 
If you have any suggestions for how to 
improve the website, contact the 
webmaster (webmaster@mhwpc.org). 
 

 
Library News from the Lamb’s 

 
We will be at the 
August meeting 
but will just be 
getting back from 
vacation.  Come 
and check out a 
new title or turn in 
what you have.  
We will write more 

next month.  

 
See you at the table!!! 
 
Joe and Betsy Lamb.   
jnblamb@comcast.net or 303-841-2565 

 
Workshops and Seminars 
 

 
Russ Burden’s Photography Tours  
Visit russburdenphotography.com. Contact 
Russ at 303 791-9997, rburden@ecentral.com 
 
Destinations include:    

• Sept. 22-Oct. 1, 2007  -  Tetons and 
Yellowstone Natl. Park in Fall -10 day trip 

• Oct. 6 - 12, 2007  -  Vermont in Autumn 

• Oct. 20 - 25, 2007  -  Hunts Mesa in 
Monument Valley and Capital Reef NP. 

• Nov. 3 - 9, 2007  -  Bryce Canyon and Zion 
National Park   

• Dec. 1 - 7, 2007  -  Bosque Del Apache and 
White Sands Natl. Mon. 

 
 
James Hager Photography - Small Group Photo 
Safaris, www.JamesHagerPhoto.com 
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com 
 

• Kenya in Sept 2007: Classic safari to 
Samburu and Masai Mara National 
Reserves - 20 days, Sept 25 to Oct 14, 
2007. 
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Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
 

President: Chris Loffredo 
ChrisLoff@comcast.net   303-267-3846 

Vice-President: Matt Schaefer    
mattscha@aol.com   303-972-9882 

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux 
patrick.devereaux@cushwake.com   303-683-7011  

Newsletter Editor: Frank Weston 
frank@frankweston.com      303-829-7494   

 
TEAM LEADERS   

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter  
cwinter@mii-rmcc.com   303-972-2538      

Membership: Rita Summers   
ritasummers@gmail.com  303-840-3355 

Special Programs/Field Trips:  
Chuck Winter  

cwinter@mii-rmcc.com   303-972-2538 
Competition: Russ Burden    

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo     
Competition Entries:   

Judging Coordinator: Fred Stearns 303 400-0385 
Snacks/Greeters: Roger Kinney 303-369-6120  

Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933    
Library: Betsy Lamb 303-841-2565 

Webmaster: James Hager 
http://www.mhwpc.org   johager@earthlink.net 

 
BOARD of  DIRECTORS  

Rita Summers * Russ Burden    
Chuck Winter * Fi Rust * Frank Weston  

 

 
 

August Meeting 
 

Wednesday   August 8 
7:00 pm – 10:00 pm 

at 
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 
 

Competition: Slides and Prints 

 
July  Attendance:  50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


