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Awesome Autumn Locations 
Text and photos by Frank Weston 

 
Fall is just around the corner. This 

month it’s summer, in a couple of weeks 
we’ll be seeing autumn gold. Whether the 
fall colors will be early or late and how good 
they’ll be is a subject of much speculation 
that even the experts cannot predict. This 
month is a good time to start thinking about 
where to go for those fabulous autumn 
photos. There are far too many good 
locations to list all of them, but here are a 
few favorites that are worth mentioning.  

South Park, on US 285 southwest of 
Denver, is a Front Range favorite since it is 
an easy drive from Denver. The gravel 
roads over Boreas Pass from Como to 
Breckenridge and Weston Pass south of 
Fairplay pass through some spectacular 
aspen groves. A high-clearance vehicle is 
recommended for Weston Pass. 

Northwest of Steamboat Springs, along 
the Elk River, is Steamboat Lake State 
Park. The drive along the Elk River 
provides beautiful pastoral scenes with 
ample cottonwoods along the river. North of 

Steamboat Lake 
State Park, the 
road forks at the 
community of 
Columbine, take 
the right fork 
along a very 
passable gravel 
road to Little 
Red Park for 
some very nice aspen groves. 

It’s impossible to talk about autumn 
aspen without mentioning Kebler Pass. 
West of Crested Butte, it is considered by 
many to be the most scenic spot in the 
state for spectacular aspen. This gravel 
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road is passable by all vehicles. 
Although Rocky Mountain National Park 

is not well known for an abundance of 
aspen, the road to Bear Lake provides 
some good locations for shooting fall 
aspen. 

In southwestern Colorado, Dallas 
Divide, west of Ridgeway along SH 62 is a 
Rocky Mountain icon. For an extra treat, 
drive a mile west of Dallas Divide and turn 
south on Last Dollar Road for a scenic 
drive to Telluride. 

 
At The Last Meeting… 
 
Board Member Tom Lentz raised an 
objection to the email sent out by the Rule 
Committee clarifying the competition rules. 
Lentz felt that the Rules Committee charter 
expired when the rules were approved by 
the members. After some heated 
discussion, the matter was put to a vote 
with the members voting to accept the rules 
clarification. 
 
Fred Stearns stepped forward to take over 
handling of the competition ribbons. Our 
appreciation is not diminished even though 
Fred was pressured into volunteering. 

 
Volunteers Needed 
 
Here is your chance to make a direct 
contribution to MHWPC. It’s your efforts 
that make MHWPC the dynamic, active 
club that it is. 
 
The club needs a volunteer to manage the 
club’s webpage. If you have any skill or 
interest in maintaining the club’s webpage, 
please contact Ron Eberhart. 
 
We also need someone to make sure that 
the nametags are brought to each meeting 
and to make out new nametags as needed. 
Please contact Ron Eberhart if you’d like to 
help out. 
 

 
Upcoming Programs 
 
September—Club Picnic  
The club picnic will begin at 6 pm. The club will 
supply drinks, plates, napkins, silverware, pop, 
ice and fried chicken. Members are asked to 
bring a dish to share. We will meet in the 
courtyard at 6:30 pm.  
 
October-- ICF Pro Tour Photo Contest 
Gordon Illg will give us the inside scoop on the 
Illg’s award winning efforts in Texas. 
 
November –  
Tentatively scheduled for a program by Chris 
Candella. 
 
December – Christmas Party 
 
January –  
Tentatively scheduled for a program on the 
Sandhill Cranes.   

 
Of Interest                 
 
There will be a one-day training seminar in 
Denver, October 19, 2006, to help you develop 
a better understanding of color management.  

 
Braggin’ Rights 
 
Russ Burden will have an image of a preening 
mandarin duck in the 2008 Inner Reflections 
calendar published by Self Realization.  

 
One of My Favorite Places is... 
Text and photos by Matt Schaefer 

 
Location.  Upper Navajo River near Chromo, 

CO. 
The southern border of Colorado has 

numerous small towns whose histories go back 
several centuries in several cases.  In southern 
Archuleta County, the little village of Chromo 
sits at the intersection of US84 and the Navajo 
River, just a few scant miles north of New 
Mexico.  The surrounding area is mixed 
ranching and National Forest land.  The 
Continental Divide serves as the eastern 
skyline and on the west are a series of mesas.  
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Navajo Peak (11,323’) dominates the terrain to 
the north.  Turning east on county B25 will 
provide access along the Navajo River to forest 
roads and trails leading to Navajo Peak.  Elk 
and deer winter along the valleys to get to the 
river but generally stay clear of the road.  There 
are places where private property restricts 
access to some roads. 

  
Driving directions.  From Denver, it is about 

300 miles (6–7 hours) to Pagosa Springs via 
either US 285 and US 160 or I25 and US160.  
At the eastern edge of Pagosa Springs, US 84 
heads south 24 miles to Chromo and continues 
on to Chama and Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

 

 
Find maps at Google Maps  

http://www.google.com/maphp?hl=en&tab=wl&
q=.  The map quality and ability to match up to 
satellite photos is very useful. 

 
For topographical maps online, check out 

www.topozone.com and click on the View Maps 
link.  Select the state, county, and specific map 
to access detailed topographic maps of nearly 
the entire country. 

 
I have also found DeLorme’s Colorado Atlas 

& Gazetteer map book useful for  decently 
detailed topographic maps for the entire state. 

 
Special Considerations.  The county and 

Forest Service road east of Chromo is gravel 

starting about 2 miles in but does not require 
high clearance or 4-wheel drive during dry 
weather.  During the winter, the road is 
maintained (plowed) for about 6.5 miles but the 
snow can pile up pretty deep so be prepared.  
Beyond this point, plan on using snowmobiles, 
snowshoes, or cross-country skis.  Since it is 
National Forest (San Juan), there are no 
special fees.  Camping is in unimproved sites.  
During hunting season, the traffic is higher and 
wearing a hunting vest is advisable. 

 
Photographic Opportunities.  Panoramic 

views of the southern San Juan Mountains and 
the Continental Divide, high meadow mountain 
wildflowers, fall aspen colors, rugged peaks and 
mesas and some wildlife will provide an 
opportunity to use pretty much everything in 
your camera gadget bag.  The high altitude and 

dry environment provide spectacular blue skies 
year around so include the polarizer and split 
level ND filters.  One of the things which draws 
me to visit this area are the number of old 
cabins, barns, and corrals which can be worked 
into the scenic shots.  Ranching has been a 
part of this area since the late 1800’s so these 
“props” are definitely rustic. 

 
For More Information.  Matt Schaefer, 

mattscha@aol.com, (303) 972-9882 
 

Call for Papers            by Matt Schaefer 
 

One of My Favorite Places is... 
 

For many of us, we each have favorite 
places which we have found to be full of rich 
photographic treasures.  Most of us are also 
always looking for more such places to 
practice our vocation or avocation.  This is a 
call for club members to share some 
information on your favorite places so that all 
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of us can enjoy them, as well.  This would 
become a regular column in the newsletter 
and would include location, special 
considerations, type of photographs available 
(flowers, landscapes, wildlife, etc.), and 
directions. 

 Since the purpose is report on places 
available for everyone, let's try to limit them to 
the continental U.S. for now.  Maybe later, we 
can expand to "my favorite international 
places".  Also, let's see if we can report on 
the out-of-the-way places not reported in 
every tourist and photo guide to the country.  
It doesn't have to be expensive or famous to 
a favorite place.  

 
Some ideas to include in a report would be: 

• why it is special 
• state and county names, as well as other 

commonly used names for the area (i.e.,: 
Blanco Basin, Archuleta County, 
Colorado) 

• a couple of sample photos (these don't 
have to be competition quality, but should 
show some examples of what a person 
could expect to see there) 

• a simple map, or links to Google Maps or 
Mapquest 

• directions and distances to nearby towns 
including highway numbers and key 
turnoffs 

• distance and time from Denver 
• special considerations such as weather, 

road conditions, traffic, crowd reports, 
best time of day/year, special equipment 
to bring, fees, and what not to miss 

• your name and POC information in case 
someone has additional questions 
 

Please submit them to Frank Weston in the 
normal manner for inclusion in the 
newsletter.  Hopefully, we'll have enough 
submissions to run one each month. 

 
(Editor’s Note) Don’t worry if you aren’t 

comfortable writing. Submit what information 
you have, a few photos, and I’ll edit it into an 
article. 

 
 

 
TWE Competition Results 
 
There were a lot of great entries for The Wildlife 
Exhibit display. Here are the winning entries in 
no particular order. 
 

 

 
Bull Elk Bugling in the Snow 

James Hager 
Best of Show  

 
 

 

Alum Creek Sunrise 
Nick Burden 

Best of Show 
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Bierstadt Redux 

Reb Babcock 
 

 
Mineral Falls 
Ron Eberhart 

 
Snowy Fall in the San Juans 

Jan France 
 

 
Sparring Elk 
Rita Summers 

 

 
Howling Coyote 

Robin Wilson 
 

 
Canary Springs 

Mary Paetow 
 

 
Mountain Goat Kids 

Ron Chapman 

 
Life is Good 

Jeff Carr 
 

 
The Frying Pan River  

John Chapter 
 

 
San Juan Mountain Transitions 

Matt Schaefer 
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Crystal Lake Reflections 

Jack Davis 
 

 
Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel Babies 

Fi Rust 
 

 
Who’s Missing 

Donna Carr 
 

 
Columbine 

Chuck Winter 
 

 
Blue Grouse Cock Displaying During Spring Courtship 

Charlie Summers 
 

 
Wet and Wild 
Roger Kinney 

 

 
Goats Can Fly 
Chris Loffredo 

 

 
Yellowstone Yearling 

Carolyn Derrington-Tate 
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Snake River Overlook Sunset 

Russ Burden 
 

 
Magpie and Bison 

Steve Goodman 
 
 

Club Field Trips                 
 
Listed below are tentative dates for club 
field trips. Exact dates will be determined as 
the seasons progress. Contact Chuck 
Winter (303- 972-2538) for more 
information. 
 
Fall colors  
• Maroon Lake—September 16th and 

17th  
 
Annual club trip to Maroon Bells.  Meet at 
Maroon Lake at sunrise both Saturday and 
Sunday.  The rest of the day can be spent 
looking for shots on Independence Pass or 
the ghost town of Ashcroft.  Great BBQ 
restaurant in Aspen.  You can drive up 
Friday night or Saturday morning.  Contact 
Chuck Winter (303) 972-2538. 
 
• Rocky Mountain National Park—

September 23rd and 24th 

 
Annual club trip to for elk and fall colors.  
Any members who would like to meet in 
RMNP should contact Chuck Winter (303) 
972-2538.  I will not be able to go this year, 
but I will coordinate getting those who want 
to go in contact with seasoned members 
who can show them the ropes.  I can 
provide maps, lodging recommendations, 
etc. 
 
Wild horse foals 
• Black Hills—April or May, 2007  
 
Charlie Summers will lead a tour to the 
Black Hills to photograph wild horse foals 
www.wildmustangs.com. Contact Charlie 
for details. 303-840-3355  
 

Hospitality 
 
Greeter(s): club picnic 
Snacks: club picnic 
Drinks/Ice: club picnic 
 

 
Club Library 
 
The club library contains books, videos, 
magazines and CDs about nature 
photography.  Club members may check 
out one item for one month. Overdue fines 
of $1.00 per month will be due on any item 
not returned the next month.  Please be 
considerate of others who want to use the 
library resources!  Do not check out an item 
unless you will return it at the next month's 
meeting.  If you miss the next meeting, 
please contact Kathy Lingo to make 
arrangements to return the item to her.   
kathy@arch2000.net or (303) 733- 9844 

 
Workshops and Seminars 
 
Cathy & Gordon Illg – Workshops:  
Adventure Photography  303 237-7086 
gordon@advenphoto.com
www.advenphoto.com
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• Colorado Color, September 24-29 
• Fall Wildlife & Photoshop, October 4-7 
• Texas Birds, October 10-15 
• Bryce & Zion, November 5-10 
• Arches & Canyonlands, November 12-

17 
• Bosque del Apache (Full Moon), 

December 3-8 
 

 
Russ Burden’s Photography Tours  
Visit russburdenphotography.com. Contact 
Russ at 303 791-9997 or 
rburden@ecentral.com
 
Destinations include: 

 
• Sept. 22-Oct. 1 2006  Tetons and 

Yellowstone Natl. Parks in Fall -10 days 
• Oct. 7 - 13 2006  Vermont in Autumn 
• Oct. 21 - 26 2006  Hunts Mesa - in 

Monument Valley and two days in 
Capital Reef. 

• Nov. 4 - 10 2006  Bryce Canyon and 
Zion National Parks 

• Dec. 3 -10 2006  Bosque Del Apache / 
White Sands Natl. Mon. with full moon 

 
 
BORN FREE SAFARIS- Africa Trips 2006 
 
Don Mammoser is leading two photo safari 
trips to Africa for Born Free Safaris next 
year.  More information at 
www.bornfreesafaris.com
 
• Kenya, October 2, 2006.  This 14 day 

trip is $6400, including airfare from 
Denver. 

 
 
James Hager Photography - Small Group 
Photo Safaris, www.JamesHagerPhoto.com
James@JamesHagerPhoto.com
 

• Kenya in Oct 2006: Classic safari to 
Samburu and Masai Mara National 
Reserves - 15 days, Oct 7-21 

• Tanzania in Feb 2007: Wildebeest 
birthing season in Ngorongoro Crater 
and Serengeti NP- 15 days, Feb 3-17 

• Primates in Feb 2007: Chimpanzees 
and gorillas in Tanzania and Rwanda - 
11 days, Feb 17-27 

 
 

Mile High Wildlife Photography Club 
 

President: Ron Eberhart  
720-635-6337       

Vice-President: Chris Loffredo  
720-200-0792  

Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Devereaux
303-683-7011  

 
TEAM LEADERS   

Monthly Programs: Chuck Winter 303-972-2538      
Membership: vacant 

Special Programs/Field Trips:  
Chuck Winter 303-972-2538 
Competition: Russ Burden    

Competition Scoring: Chris Loffredo     
Competition Entrees: Matt Schaeffer/Fred Stearns  
Judging Coordinator: David Terbush 303-814-6969    

Snacks/Greeters: Roger Kinney 303-369-6120  
Publicity: Buzz Soard 303-779-9933    
Library: Lingo Family 303-733-9844        

Newsletter: Frank Weston 720-981-8087   
Club Website: vacant 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/milehighwildlifephotographyclub/ 
 

BOARD of  DIRECTORS  
Russ Burden *  Tom Lentz  *   

Wayne Smith *  Rita Summers  *  Rick Harner 
 

 
 

September Meeting 
 

Wednesday   September 13 
6:30pm – 10:00pm 

at 
THE WILDLIFE EXPERIENCE 

10035 South Peoria 
 

Competition: Digital 
Submittal Deadline: Saturday, September 9 

 
August Attendance:  52 
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Competitions are open to all club members. 

Competitions will be divided into two parts, Digital 
and Slides/Prints. During meetings when slide 
competitions are held, prints will also be eligible for 
competition. 

 
During Digital and/or Print competitions, for all 

but the Open category, the following post processing 
restrictions apply: 

 
Digital images may be enhanced or changed 

using any of the tools available in a post processing 
graphics editing program except one cannot copy or 
significantly alter the primary subject or primary parts 
of the photograph in any way, nor can one import 
items from another image. The intent of the original 
image must be maintained. 

 
Up to four images may be entered by each 

member, with no more than two in any one category. 
 
Prints must be mounted and matted, unframed, 

8” x 10” or larger. 
 
Entries that do not receive an award (1st, 2nd, 

3rd or HM) may be re-entered in future club 
competitions. 
 
WILDLIFE 

This category includes all forms of living wildlife 
whose normal, everyday movements are not 
controlled by man, excluding domesticated and 
captive animals. No evidence of man is permitted in 
the photo. Images as seen in the wild (e.g. backlit 
subjects, smooth water) are permitted. For an entry 
to be eligible in this category, the intent of the 
original image must be maintained. Digital images 
may be enhanced or changed using any of the tools 
available in a post processing graphics editing 
program as long as it doesn't significantly alter the 
primary subject or change the intent of the image. 
One cannot import items from another image or 
make duplicates of the primary subject. The intent of 
the original image must be maintained. 
 
WILDLIFE—HAND OF MAN 

This category includes wildlife under controlled 
conditions, including zoos, game farm animals, 
domesticated wild animals in a natural setting, etc. 
Digital images may be enhanced or changed using 
any of the tools available in a post processing 

graphics editing program except one cannot copy or 
significantly alter the primary subject or primary parts 
of the photograph in any way, nor can one import 
items from another image. The intent of the original 
image must be maintained. 
 
SCENIC 

Nature photos of geological, botanical and 
meteorological subjects. See the aforementioned 
post processing guidelines above. For an entry to be 
eligible in this category, the intent of the original 
image must be maintained. Man made objects or 
wildlife, whether they are incidental or are intended 
to enhance and be an integral part of the image, are 
acceptable as long as they are a minor 
compositional element and not a main focal point of 
the image, nor should they be of a distracting nature 
from the natural elements of the picture. Man-made 
objects, such as barns, lighthouses, roads, vehicles, 
piers, etc. should not distract from the natural 
elements that appear in the image. Acceptance of 
photographs containing man-made objects will be at 
the judge's discretion. 
 
OPEN 

This category has no restrictions other than that 
the subject of the image must be nature. Any image 
that does not fit into the other categories can be 
entered in the Open category. Any image that does 
not fit into the Wildlife, Wildlife Hand of Man, or 
Scenic categories is eligible for the Open category. 
There are no restrictions on this category other than 
the main subject of the photo must be nature. 
 
CRITIQUE 

There are no restrictions on this category except 
that the subject must be nature. This category allows 
members to anonymously enter experimental or trial 
images and receive the benefit of having their work 
critiqued by the judge. Images entered in the 
Critique category will be evaluated by the judge, but 
no score will be given. Each image will simply be 
critiqued so that the creators can learn from their 
own efforts, not just the efforts of others. Limited 
dialogue between the judge and entrant may be 
permitted if time allows. This category does not 
differentiate the types of images (wildlife, scenic, 
hand of man, creative, etc.). All images in this 
category are treated equally. All images entered into 
this category are eligible for entry into other 
categories at subsequent club competitions. 
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1. Digital images must be submitted 
electronically by e-mail to 
milehighphotoclub@gmail.com. Contact Charlie 
Summers at 303-840-3344 if you are having 
difficulty meeting the deadline. Photo 
submissions will not be accepted at the 
meeting.  
 
2. Digital images must be jpg files in sRGB 
IEC61966-2.1 color profile and sized in your 
graphics editing program prior to submission. 
The sRGB profile can be set in the camera. 
In Photoshop CS2, you can make sure your 
image is in the sRGB color space by going to 
Edit>Convert to Profile. Make sure the 
Destination Space is set to the Profile sRGB 
IEC61966-2.1. Then click OK. (In some older 
versions of Photoshop, you do the conversion 
by going to Image>Mode>Convert to Profile.) 
Make sure the Destination Space is set to the 
Profile sRGB IEC61966-2.1, then click OK. 
 

 
 
3. Image file size is to be no larger than 350 
Kb. The maximum dimensional setting will be 
1024 wide by 768 high pixel resolution. Any 
picture resolution between 72 dpi and 300 dpi is 
satisfactory provided the image meets the file 
size criteria of 350 Kb max.  
 
4. To size an image for submission, in 
Photoshop, go to IMAGE>IMAGE SIZE. The 
SIZING window will appear. Make sure the 
bottom two blocks on the left are checked. 
These blocks are Constrain Proportions and 
Resample Image. Choose Bicubic as the 
method of RESAMPLING. At the top of the 
same window will be two additional blocks that 

set the dimensional data in pixels. If your image 
is horizontal, enter 1024 in the horizontal block. 
Check to see that the vertical dimension is 768 
pixels or less. If your image is a vertical, enter 
768 in the vertical block. The horizontal 
dimension will change proportionately. There is 
no need to change the DOCUMENT SIZE 
HEIGHT, WIDTH OR RESOLUTION. Make 
your image as large as possible dimensionally 
yet still meet the maximum criteria. 

 
5. Once the image has been resized, go to 
FILE>SAVE AS. Name your file using this 
convention: FirstNameLastName-Title. For 

example, "RitaSummers-RedFoxPortrait". Set 
the format to JPEG (not Photoshop or any other 
format). Make sure the option is checked to 
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"Embed Color Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1". 
Click on save. Then use the quality slider in the 
next window to determine how large a file you 
end up with. Size is shown at the bottom of the 
window/dialog box. The maximum file size is 
350 Kb. If the size of the digital image is larger 
than this, move the slider to the left to lower the 
file size.  

 
6. Use the club category you intend to enter as 
the subject line of your e-mail: i.e. WILDLIFE—
HAND OF MAN. Attach your photograph and 
send to milehighphotoclub@gmail.com. Use the 
body of the e-mail to offer an explanation if 
needed. Please send only one image per 
individual e-mail. Submissions WILL NOT be 
accepted at the meeting.  
 
7. Charlie Summers is willing to scan slides for 
club members (others willing to assist in this 
regard, please coordinate with Charlie 
Summers) who might want to try their hand at 
digital image exhibition. There is no perceived 
difference when viewing a scanned image or 
viewing an original digital image. This can be 
tested in the scanner display prior to saving the 
file as a digital image. 
 
8. Just as we learned to shoot a proper 
exposure for our club's film projector, we must 
do the same with digital slide projection. Our 
first demonstration session will be a learning 
experience in how digital images project. It is 
our experience that once a computer monitor is 
properly calibrated and used, if the image 

displays correctly on your monitor, it will also 
project well. Every effort will be made to adjust 
the projector for the proper display of your 
images. Naturally there will be minor variations 
between what you remember your image as 
being verses what we see on the screen. 
Despite developing a color monitor profile on 
the laptop being used for projection control, 
there will also be minor  
differences between what is presented on the 
laptop monitor and what is viewed on the 
screen. This is mainly due to the viewing angle 
difference between laptop monitor, or monitor 
angle, and the screen. Members are urged to 
enjoy the image as presented on the projection 
screen. These are facts of the new digital world 
the club is about to enter. 
 
9. Successful digital imaging is dependent on 
how well you calibrate your home monitor. 
Therefore every effort should be made to 
operate in a color-calibrated environment. At a 
minimum, this involves the use of an adjusted 
Adobe Gamma in a Windows platform or 
Apple's Display Calibrator Assistant in a 
MacIntosh operating system. Neither of these 
two methods replaces the more exacting 
calibration obtainable with the use of hardware 
monitor calibrators like the Monaco Optix XR or 
a Gretag-MacBeth Eye One. There is an 
excellent review of these calibrators presented 
at 
http://shootsmarter.com/infocenter/wc026a.htm. 
Registration is required when visiting this site 
but the review is free. 
 
10. If there are any questions on these digital 
guidelines or if assistance is needed, please 
call Charlie Summers, 303-840-3344. (Anyone 
else can help in this regard, too-please step up) 
Charlie will try to walk you through the process 
over the telephone. We want this transition over 
to a new environment to go as easily and as 
smooth as possible. 
 
11. Images will be erased and deleted from the 
laptop at the end of the competition. Winners 
can be sent to the Newsletter Editor for 
publication, if requested, prior to deletion. 
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